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Two Palestinians killed in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — Two Palestinians were killed 
in attacks on Israeli Forces in (he occupied Gaza Strip Tuesday, a day after 
the signing of a peace accord between Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO). Military sources said that in the first incident, troops 
shot dead a Palestinian after he stabbed a soldier in Palestine Square in 
Gaza City. The soldier was slightly wounded. Another Palestinian was 
killed by a bomb that he carried into an Israeli police station in Gaza. 
Israel Radio said. It was not immediately dear if be was on a suicide 
mission. No one else was hurt by the explosion. The incidents were the 
first in Gaza since the signing of the peace pact in Washington on Monday. 
Palestinians in the strip opposed to the deal have vowed to escalate the 


Volume 17 Number 5410 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1993, RABIE’ AL AWAL 28, 1414 


Palestinian uprising against Israeli. Under the self-rule accord. Israeli 
troops are to pull out of Gaza and the West Bank town of Jericho Inst. 
About 500 Palestinians marched in support of the agreement in the West 
Bank town of Hebron Tuesday. Two Palestinians were slightly injured by 
stones thrown by Jewish settlers, witnesses said. 
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Jordan and Israel sign agenda 

“““"S <<* I t™** for fttatt*- »o pw 
SSSrS exchanges [ Majali announces separation of joint 


t-i^greement that sets the Organisation (PLO) signed a 
- ^- Tamework for resolving long- breakthrough accord on Palesti- 


( Continued on page 5) 




^ Jordanian Ambassador to the ILS. Faye* Taraw- 
■~iueh (left) shakes Jnrnfe with.EJyaMm RnUnstafa 
(centre), hcad ef the Israeli ddegattm to' peace 
talks, after s i gnin g an agreement setting the 

TMfi ' ■ • • • ■ 


framework for resolving long-standin g differences 
between them. ILS- Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher (right) applauds in the background 
(AFP photo) 


Text of Jordan- Israel agenda 


T - FoBowiag is the text of the 
'-'H and land - 


agenda for peace talks between Jordan 


A. Goal: 

- The . achievement of just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
peace between the Arab 
States, the Palestinians and 
Israel as per the Madrid imita- 
tion. 

B. Components of Jordan- 
Israel Peace Negotiations: 

a 1. Searching for steps to ar- 
rive at a state of peace based 
cm Security Conned resolutions 
242 and 338 in all their aspects. 

. 2. Security: 

a. Refraining from actions or 
activities by either side that 

F jnay adversely affect the secur- 
ity of the other or may pre- 
judge the final outcome of 
negotiations. 

b. Threats to security result- 
ing from all kinds of terrorism. 

c. i. Mutual commitment 
not to threaten each other by 
any use of force and not to use 
weapons by one side against 
the other including conven- 
tional and non-conventkmal 
mass destruction weapons. 

n. Mutual commitment, as a 
matter of priority and as soon 
as posable, to work towards a 
Middle East free from 
weapons of mass destruction, 
conventional and non- 
conventional weapons; this 
goal is to be achieved in the 
context of a . comprehensive. 


lasting and stable peace char- 
acterised by the renunciation 
* of the use of force, reconcilia- 
tion and openness. 

Note: The above (item c-ii) 
may be revused in accordance 
with relevant agreements to be 
readied in the Multilateral 
Working Group on Anns Con- 
trol and Regional Security, 

d. Mutually agreed upon 
security arrangements and 
security confidence building 
measures. 

3. Water. 

a. Securing the rightful water 
shares of the two sides, 

b. Searching for ways to allevi- 
ate water shortage. 

4. Refugees and Displaced 
Persons: 

Achieving an agreed just solu- 
tion to the bilateral aspects of 
the problem of refugees and 
displ a ced persons in accord- 
ance with international law. 

5. Borders and Territorial 
Matters: 

Settlement of territorial mat- 
ters and agreed definitive de- 
limitation and demarcation of 
the international boundary be- 
tween Jordan and Israel with 
reference to the boundary de- 
finition under the Mandate, 
without prejudice to the status 
of any territories that came 


under Israeli Military Govern- 
ment control in 1967. Both 
parties will respect and comply 
with the above international 
boundary. 

6. Exploring foe potentials erf 
future bilateral cooperation, 
within a regional context 
where appropriate, in the fol- 
lowing: 

a. Natural Resources: 

- Water, energy and environ- 
ment. 

- Rift Valley development. 

b. Human Resources: 

- Demography 
-Labour 
-Health 
-Education 
-Drug control 

c. Infrastructure: 

- Transportation: land and air 

- Communication 

d. Economic areas including 
tourism 

<-7. ' Phasing the discussion, 
agreement and implementa- 
tion of the items above includ- 
ing appropriate mech anisms 
for negotiations in specific 
fields. 

8. Discussion on matters re- 
lated to both trades to be de- 
cided upon in common by the 
two tracks. 

C. It is anticipated that the 
above endeavour will ultimate- 
ly, following the attainment of 
mutually satisfactory solutions 
to the elements of this agenda, 
culminate in a peace treaty. 


Jordan hopes for comprehensive peace 


Following i$ the statement made by Dr. Fayez Tarawneh, 
Jordan’s ambassador to Washington and head of (he Jordanian 
delegation to die bilateral Middle East peace talks on Tuesday, 
Sept. 14, 1993 daring -the signing ceremony of the common 
agenda for foe tatty at foe US; State Department 


Jordan and Israel have 
agreed on a formal agenda to 
serve as a basis for negotiations 
on the Jordanian-Isaaefi. track 
of tfie bQateral - Middle East 
peace talks. The agenda lists 
foe items and issues to .be. 
discussed by the two sides, 
calling for the achievement of a 
just, lasting and comprehen- 
sive peace between, foe 'Arab 
states, the ' Palestinians and 
Israel based on Security Coun- 
dl resolutions (242) and (338) 
in all their aspects. 

The agenda also' addresses 
Jordan’s water , rights, the 
- adiievetnent of a just political 
■ solution to the problem of rc- 
.fugees according to intense- 1 


tional law, and the settlement 
of the borders between the two 
countries with reference to the 
boundary definition under the 
mandate. The agenda also in- 
cludes issues of future regional 
economic cooperation to be. 
discussed. 

We hope this first step wilt 
be translated through the sub- 
stantive and lengthy negotia- 
tions that win follow into an 
agreement based on compre- 
hensive peace that will posi- 
tively trai&fbnn the lives of all 
peoples of the area. 

We in Jordan look for a 
global security arrangement 
that goes beyond the tradition- 
al definition of military secur- 


ity to one that provides for 
economic security and well- 
being through upgrading foe 
Quality of fife for the peoples in 
the area. 

The historic moments that 
we witnessed yesterday be- 
tween foe Palestinians and the, 
Israelis gave us faith that prog-’ 

- ress in the ongoing peace pro- 
cess is achievable. It is our 
hope that similar progress 'will 
be realised on all tracks in die • 
near future. 

Allow me, Mr. Secretary, to 
express the gratitude and 
appreciation of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan to you and 
to all your colleagues who have 
worked difigentiy to mate this 
possible. I also would like to 
extend similar gratitude and 
appreciation to the Russian 
Government for its dedicated 
efforts and support. 

Thank you very much. 


King 

exchanges 
views with 
Assad and 
Mubarak 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday exchanged 
views with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak,- the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported. 

The. news agency said the King 
contacted President Assad over 
the phone and exchanged views 
“on current Arab affaire, includ- 
ing the peace process, the latest 
developments and means of con- 
sultations and cooperation.” 

It said foe two leaden reviewed 
means “to surmount the chal- 
lenges and difficulties in these 
critical moments which necessi- 
tate rising to the level of responsi- 
bility in the service of foe (Arab) 
Nation and future generations. 

Earlier, Petra said the King 
received a phone call from Presi- 
dent Mubarak and the two lead- 
ers “exchanged views on regional 
and Arab issues and the latest 
developments in the peace pro- 
cess.” • 

It did~nbFpifoVidfi'ftafoer de- 
tails. 


Jordanian- 


delegation 


By P.V. Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali Tues- 
day announced the separation 
of the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation which 
attended foe 12 rounds of 
negotiations with Israel in foe 
23-month-old Middle East 
peace process. 

“As of yesterday (Monday) 
foe umbrella (of a joint delega- 
tion) has been removed, mid 
now there are two independent 
delegations — a Jordanian one 
and a Palestinian one,” Dr. 
Majali told a press conference, 
one day after Israel and foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) signed a landmark 
agreement on interim Palesti- 
nian autonomy in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The prime minister noted 
that Jordan had extended the 
umbrella of a joint delegation 
to facilitate Palestinian parti- 
cipation in the peace process in 
the. face of Israel’s rejection of 
negotiations with an indepen- 


dent Palestinian delegation. 

Now that the Israelis have 
“recognised the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people,” the PLO, the 
joint delegation is no longer 
required, he said. 

In a last-minute change to 
the “declaration of principles” 
— the autonomy agreement — 
on Monday, the PLO sought 
and secured an amendment a 
key phrase in the document to 
read ‘*the PLO delegation” in- 
stead of “foe Palestinian de- 
legation.” 

The original phrase had raid: 
“The government of the State 
of Israel and the Palestinian 
team (in the Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation to foe 
Middle East peace conference) 
(“the Palestinian delega- 
tion")..." 

It was not immediately 
known whether the first part of 
the phrase referring to foe- 
joint delegation was also 
changed. 

Mr. MajaH said Tuesday the 
agenda that Jordan and Israel 
announced in Washington con- 



Abdul Salam Al Majali 

tained five major issues of con- 
cern to Jordan — the return of 
Jordanian land occupied by 
Israel, water rights, solving the 
problem of Palestinian re- 
fugees stuck in Jordan, and 
preventing the forced transfer 
of Palestinians from the occu- 
pied West Bank to the East 
Bank, as well as security for 
both sides. 


Addressing a press confer- 
ence a few hours before foe 
Jordan-Israel agenda was 
signed in Washington, Dr. Ma- 
jali said that amendments 
made to foe document since it 
was drafted in an almost final 
form in October last year were 
minor. (See draft of agenda and 
e xp la n at io ns of amend m -wt* in 
separate story). 

Dr. Majali, who had headed 
Jordan's negotiating team be- 
fore becoming prime minister 
in May, said foe Kingdom 
would continue to adhere to 
the principle of a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement by 
addressing all dimensions of 
foe Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Noting that Jordan had held 
back foe finalisation of the 
agenda until the Palestinians 
had made progress in their 
track of negotiations with 
Israel, Dr. Majali said the 
Kingdom would follow rhe 
same course of action if the 
talks between Syria and Israel 

( Continued on page 5) 


Minor 
changes to 
October ‘92 
document 


IN his press conference yester- 
day, Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al Majali. said that the 
text of the agenda that was 
signed by Jordan and Israel (in 
Washington Tuesday) was the 
same as the one reached last 
October, during the seventh 
round of bilateral talks, except 
for minor amendments. 

In comparing the text pub- 
lished today with that pub- 
lished in foe Jordan Times of 
Oct. 28-29, only two amend- 
ments could be observed. 

The first amendment is 
found in article B-5 which 
reads in the original draft as 
follows: 

5. Borders and territorial 
matters: Settlement of territo- 
rial matters and agreed defini- 
tive delimitation and demarca- 
tion of the international 
boundary between Jordan and 
Israel with reference to the 
boundary definition under the 
Mandate, without prejudice to 
the status of the territories 
presently under Israeli military 
government control; both par- 
ties will respect and comply 
with the above international 
boundary.” 

In the signed agenda it 
reads: 

5. Benders and territorial mat-, 
ters: Settlement of territorial 
matters and agreed definitive 
delimitation and demarcation 
of the international boundary 
between Jordan and Israel with 
reference to foe boundary de- 
finition under foe Mandate, 
without prejudioe to the status 
of foe territories that came 
under Israeli military govern- 
ment control in 1967. Both 
parties will respect ami comply 
with the above international 
boundary.” , 

The second amendment 
occurs in article B-5. Following 
are foe draft and the signed 
articles consequently: 

“8. Discussion" on matters re- 
lated to both tracks to be de- 
cided upon in common.” 

“8. Discussion on matters re- 
lated to both tracks to be de- 
cided upon in common by the 
two tracks." 


Rabin meets King Hassan in Morocco 
amid report of diplomatic relations 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL AND MOROCCO will 
establish diplomatic relations 
“very shortly," Israel Radio said 
Tuesday. 

According to the radio, an 
agreement has been concluded in 
Rabat between Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Ratio and King 
Hassan II. Mr. Rabin arrived m 
the Moroccan capital early Tues- 
day. 

Morocco would be foe second 
Arab country after Egypt to 
establish diplomatic relations 
with Israel. Egypt and Israel 
forged finks in 1979. 

A senior Israeli official told 
AFP in occupied Jerusalem ear- 
lier Tuesday that it was “99 per 
cent certain” that the two coun- 
tries would establish relations. 

Mr. Rabin and Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres arrived in 
Morocco from Washington Tues- 
day for a landmark visit after the 
signing of a historic peace deal 
between Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
in the U.S. capital. 


Israeli Economic Affairs Minis- 
ter Shimon Sbetreet, asked in 
occupied Jerusalem by Israeli 
Radio whether Israel and Moroc- 
co would announce normalisation 
of relations, said, “It is nearly 
certain that this will happen." 

Israel army radio quoted Mr. 
Rabin as saying at a press confer- 
ence in Rabat that be had heard 
“very promising things for foe 
future." 

“We appreciated the king’s 
wish to receive us in this way. We 
beard many, very warm and very 
promising things for the future. I 
think that after what happened at 
Washington, there will be de- 
velopments. Things cannot be im- 
mediate,” be said. 

“T don’t believe that it will take 
too long before additional Arab 
countries will recognise Israel,” 
Mr. Rabin told a news conference 
after two hours of talks with King 
Hassan. 

Accompanied by Peres, Mr. 
.Rabin was received by the king at 
the monarch’s seaside palace in 
Skhirat 20 kilometres southwest 
of Rabat. Moroccan Prime Minis- 


ter Mohammad Karim Lam rani 
and other government leaders 
were also present. 

Diplomats said the meeting 
represented a step towards brae I 
establishing relations with 
Morocco and other Arab states 
after the Israel -PLO agreement. 

“What King Hassan did today 
was a declaration of support and 
an important indication for the 
future,” Mr. Peres said. 

A long standing Arab friend of 
the United Nations, King Hassan 
was thanked by President Bill 
Clinton for meeting Mr. Rabin 
and Mr. Peres. 

“1 applaud King Hassan and I 
hope that other Arab leaders will 
follow that example and that we 
will continue now rapidly to 
break down the common barriers 
between Israel and other na- 
tions,” Mr. Clinton said at the 
White House Oval Office in 
Washington on Tuesday. 

Jordan and Israel initialled an 
acoord in Washington on Tuesday 
laying out the principles of a 
peace agreement between them. 

“I hope this will give a push, a 


more practical push to the con- 
tinuation of the negotiations be- 
tween us and the Jordanians,” 
Mr. Rabin said. 

“In my opinion, the bilateral 
problem between Jordan and us 
could be solved in a single week. 
The question is whether Jordan 
feels strong enough within the 
Arab World,", be added. 

After his talks with the King. 
Mr. Rabin visited a synagogue 
and the Mellah (Old Jewish quar- 
ter) in Casablanca, the country's 
biggest city where most of Moroc- 
co’s remaining 8,000 Jews live. 

He and Mr. Peres took off their 
shoes to tour the monumental 
Grand Hassan II mosque, which 
has the tallest minaret in the 
world at 200 metres and cost 
more than $500 million, paid for 
by popular subscriptions, inlcud- 
ing from many Jews. It was 
opened by the king two weeks 
ago in Casablanca’s seafront. 

Mr. Rabin and Peres were due 
to leave for Israel during the 
night in time for the Jewish new 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat woos Congress, media for support 


Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat lobbied for 
American support through Con- 
gress and foe news media Tues- 
day and said differences with 
Israel over Jerusalem could be 
resolved through good will and 
negotiations. “We know there is 
a problem and we are not going 
to put our heads inside foe sand,” 
he said. 

In an appearance at the 
National Press Club, Mr. Arafat 
conceded that he and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
have fundamentally different 
positions cm the Biblical city. 

Earier, Mr. Arafat had break- 
fast with senators and appealed to 
them for loan guarantees. He 
received a promise that U.S. laws 
barring aid to foe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
would be reviewed. 

“I know the Senate will not 
give us money because of difficul- 
ties. ..but at least we are in need 
erf loan guarantees," be told foe 
press dub. 

Senate Democratic leader 
George Mitchell promised swift- 
action to change U.S. laws aimed 
at the PLO. 

Asked about a laws aimed aid 


Ilf 
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Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
Senate minority leader Robert 

to a West Bank and Gaza control- 
led by foe PLO, Mr. Mitchell said 
be had already d i rected a review 
of sudi legislation in the after- 
math of foe historic accord be- 
tween foe PLO and Israel signed 


(centre), meets 
Dole (left) and 


Senate majority 
visit to foe U5. 


on Monday. 

Once a pariah in the eyes of 
official Washington, Mr. Arafat 
breakfasted with 27 senators at 
the capitoi, taking the place of 
honour between Mr. Mitchell, a 


leader George Mitchell during a 
Capitol (AFP photo) 

Democrat and minority leader 
Bob Dole, a Republican. 

He laughed and bantered with 
journalists at a National Press 

(Continued on page 5) 
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U.S. Senate panel passes aid 
bill with little for Palestinians 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A Sen- 
ate panel approved the 1994 fore- 
ign aid bill without new money 
for the Palestinians, but restored 
$25 million to an Israeli refugee 
programme. 

Sen. Patrick Leahy, chairman 
of the Senate Appropriations 
Foreign Operations Sub- 
Committee, said Monday the 
proposed foreign aid budget, 
down sharply from this year, 
allowed no room to increase the 
$25 million already id the pipeline 
for West Bank and Gaza Strip 
development. 

President Bill Ginton has said 
the United States will do its part 
in a multinational effort to im- 
prove social and economic condi- 
tions of Palestinians as they 
assume control over their lives in 
the occupied territories. 

Mr. Clinton briefed 75 Arab 
American and 75 Jewish Amer- 
ican leaders at the White House 
Monday on the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
peace accords. One purpose of 
the meeting, participants said, 
was to form a strong lobbying 
group that would press Congress 

— as well as wealthy Americans 

— to provide money for imple- 
mentation of the agreement. 

But Mr. Leahy said he had told 


Mr. Ginton that anything beyond 
the $25 million targeted before 


the PLO and Israel readied their 
peace accord was unlikely except 
“in the framework of an overall 
peace plan for the region, with 
firm funding commitments from 
other nations and fin and al in- 
stitutions." 

The foreign aid bill approved 
by the panel calls for spending in 
fiscal 1994 of $12.5 billion, down 
$2 billion from the administration 
request 

The appropriations committee 
was taking up the foreign aid bill. 


with the Senate expected to de- 
bate the bill in the next two 
weeks. The house has already 
passed its version. 

Bilateral aid and assistance for 
finandal institutions was cut 
across the board to help pay for 
new aid of $2.5 billion for Russia 
and the other former Soviet 
states. Even with the cuts, the 
sub-committee needed to seek 
more than $1 billion from the 
Pentagon budget to pay for the 
programmes in the newly inde- 
pendent states. The $2.5 billion 
includes $300 million for 
Ukraine. 

The Senate panel, like the 
house in foreign aid votes earlier 
this summer, did not touch the $3 
billion allotted for Israel and the 
$2.1 billion for Egypt. 

These two countries have been 
by far the biggest recipients of 
foreign aid since the Camp David 
accord that brought peace be- 
tween Egypt and Israel in 1979. 

Rep. Lee Hamilton, chairman 
of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, said oh CNN Mon- 
day that the U.S. largesse that 
followed Camp David wDl not be 
repeated. 

“We’re simply not in the posi- 
tion to do the kind of thing that 
we did after Camp David, which 
was to provide enormous sums of 
new money. We won’t do that,” 
be said. 

But Mr. Leahy's panel did 
approve an amendment adding 
$25 million to the $55 million 
slated for the United Israel 
Appeal, an agency that helps 
Israel accommodate refugees 
from countries such as Russia and 
Ethiopia. 

The amendment, offered by 
Sen. Mhcb McConnell, restored 
fending for the programme to 
1993 level of $80 million. 

Mr. Leahy objected to the 


amendment, saying it was wrong 
when there was no new money 
for the Palestinians and when 
‘'we’re trying to send a signal 
we're working with both parties 
over there." 

He also noted that the number 
of Israeli immigrants had drop- 
ped from 170,000 two years ago 
to 70,000 last year, meaning that 
the United States was paying 
$1,140 for cad] refugee. 

To pay for the Israeli program- 
me, $25 million will have to be 
slashed from the $350 million for 
the 16 million refugees in the rest 
of the world, working out to $20 
for each refugee, Mr. Leahy said. 

The panel also accepted an 
amendment submined by Sen. 
Connie Mack that would require 
die Treasury Department to cer- 
tify that the World Bank is mak- 
ing no new loans to Iran before 
providing new fends to the inter- 
national lending institution. 


Japanese aid 


Japanese leaders Tuesday wel- 
comed the israeli-PLO peace 
agreement and immediately 
announced plans for financial aid 
to promote peace in fee Middle 
East region. 

Prime Minister Morihiro Hoso- 
kawa said Japan would play a 
positive role to help reconstruct 
fee Israeli-occupied territories 
and promote the peace process. 

Chief government spokesman 
Masayoshi Takemura said Japan 
was preparing an aid package but 
had yet to determine its scale or 
what types of development prog- 
rammes to finance. 

“Japan will make a financial 
contribution to promote peace in 
fee Middle East but fee amount 
of fee type of programme has not 
been decided,” Mr. Takemura 
said after a cabinet meeting. 


Mideast accord requires 
commitment , including 
money , from all sides 


By Donald M. Rothberg 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Planes for 
Israel. Billions of dollars in 
economic aid to Palestinians. 
These are among the items 
talked about to sustain the 
bright new shining hope for 
Middle East peace. 

The success of fee agree- 
ment signed Monday at the 
White House also depends on 
the outcome of continuing 
negotiations ■ on such tough 
questions as fee future status of 
Jerusalem. 

And fee factor feat may 
prove most important of all is 
what Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres referred to as 
“the thickest psychological 
wall in fee Midale East.” 

“Everyone must understand 
feat this agreement now has to 
be implemented,” President 
' Bill Ginton told a meeting of 
Jewish and Arab Americans a 
few hours after the signing. “A 
lot of the complicated details 
are left.” 

All parties agreed feat fee 
White House ceremony wit- 
nessed by PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was a 
remarkable first step towards 
ending a generation of hatred 
and violence. 

Wife the agreement signed, 
fee question is what happens 
now? 

The World Bank issued a 
report saying feat $5.5 billion 
in governmental and private 
assistance is needed over the 
next 10 years to upgrade fee 
infrastructure in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said fee United 


States would “lead fee way in 
trying to arrange some funds 
for fee Palestinians.” 

Mr. Clinton received assur- 
ances over the weekend from 
King Fabd of Saudi Arabia 
that his government would 
contribute. The Saudis cut oft 
funding to fee PLO in 1991 
after Mr. Arafat supported 
Iraq in fee Gulf war. 

Tne United States also is 
seeking financial assistance 
from other Gulf states and 
from Japan which is heavily 
dependent on Middle Eastern 
oil. 

A senior administration offi- 
cial who briefed reporters at 
the White House on grounds 
be not be identified said discus- 
sion was under way about a 
new sale of fighter planes to 
Israel. 

“I don’t think the Israelis 
have indicated which aircraft it 
is they want to buy, and as far 
as Tm aware there’s no delay 
or no problem involved there,” 
he said. 

He said the new agreement 
calls for creation of joint com- 
mittees on security and econo- 
mics, as well as a liasion com- 
mittee. 

“There is fee question of 
bow yon begin to implement 
what they’ve agreed to, how 
you begin to fill out some of 
fee details,” be said. 

The official said both rides 
believe feat “the kind of help 
they're going to need from fee 
United States is even more 
than it's been in fee past.” 

Mr. Clinton said that “even 
beyond the financial issues, the 
United States is perhaps in fee 
best position of any country 
just to help wife fee mechanics 


of fee election, wife the mer- 
chanics of fee law enforcement 
issue, wife a whole series of 
complex, factual issues which 
have to be worked through.” 

Mr. Rabin gave an indica- 
tion of what those issues in- 
volve when he told a post- 
signing news conference that 
“the real test will be to what 
extent both sides will keep 
their commitments,” particu- 
larly in fee area of security. 

“To what extent, when we’ll 
try to hand over gradually re- 
sponsibility for public order 
and security of fee Palestinians 
in the densely-populated areas, 
will fee Palestinians be able to 
control it for their own sake?” 
asked fee prime minister. 

He also spoke of fee need to 
create "a hope” for the 
800,000 Palestinians in Gaza 
wife “all the miseries you can 
find there.” 

The status of Jerusalem is 
one issue feat no one was 
predicting would be resolved 
easily. 

Mr. Arafat talked of a day 
when the Palestinian flag, 
would fly from lbufldiogs. in fee 
ancient city. Mr. Rabin has 
made it dear he never expects 
to see feat day. 

Mr. Qu-istopher was asked if 
he thought the agreement 
would open fee way for other 
Arab; states to open diploma- 
tic relations wife Israel. Only 
Egypt has relations wife fee 
Jewish state. 

“I can't say how soon it will 
happen,” he said. “Bnt I can, I 
think, indicate feat I think it's 
an appropriate subject for dis- 
cussion, and we’ll see if we can 
be a little helpful on feat 
front.” 


2 killed in 

Israeli 

shelling 


NABATIYEH (AP) — Guerril- 
las mounted a grenade attack on 
Israel's self-styled “security 
zone” in South Lebanon Tues- 
day, provoking artillery retalia- 
tion feat killed a Lebanese man 
and his wife, police said. 

The pre-dawn hostilities on fee 
only active Arab-Israeli war front 
came hours after fee historic sign- 
ings of fee Israeti-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
peace accord in Washington, 

Police said guerrillas attacked a 
position of the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia near Beit Yahoun in fee 
occupied zone's central sector 
unfe machineguns and grenades 
at 2:30 a.m. (2330 GMT Mon- 
day). 

The attack was claimed by the 
Islamic Resistance, the guerrilla 
wing of the Iranian-backed Hiz- 
bollah. 

An Islamic Resistance com- 
munique released in fee market 
town of Nabatiyeh said: “Enemy 
positions at Beit Yahoun and 
nearby hills were stormed by our 
fighters. 

“The operation demonstrates 
our irrevocable determination to 
cany on wife our armed struggle 
despite fee accord of treason 
(PLO Chairman Yasser) Arafat 
concluded with the Zionist entity 
in Palestine.” 

Nabatiyeh police said Israeli 
and SLA gunners struck back 
wife a massive barrage of howit- 
zers on fee village of Kfar Tibnit 
just south of Nabatiyeh, accord- 
ing to fee report. 

Ali Tawbeh, 42, a Kfar Tibnit 
fanner, and his wife Jeanne 
D’arc, 38, were killed by a shell 
feat blasted their bedroom, the 
report said. 

The fundamentalist HizboDah 
is opposed to the PLO- Israel 
accord that gives Palestinian par- 
tial self-rule in fee Gaza Strip and 
fee occupied West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Hizbollah and Iran advocate 
continuous armed struggle to des- 
troy Israel. 

Israel carved out the “security 
zone” in 1985 to buffer cross- 
border guerrilla attacks on its 
northern towns. 

The enclave, which has a pre- 
dominantly Shiite population of 
200,000, covers 1,100 square 
kilometres from fee Mediterra- 
nean coast to fee ■ foothills of 
Mount Hermon. 

The zone is routinely policed 
by 1,200 Israelis troops and 2^00 
SLA militiamen. 


Security 
tightened at 
Saudi palace 
after attack 


JEDDAH (AP) — Security 
around the Saudi royal court 
compound was tightened Tues- 
day as police investigated an 
attack a day earlier in which a 
gunman fired near fee palace. 

More guards could be seen at 
palace gates and stationed along 
streets leading to the Al-Salam 
palace, or peace palace. 

It is fee principal office and 
residence for King Fahd during 
summer months. 

Security officials refused to dis- 
cuss fee investigation or give 
dues about fee gunman's identi- 
ty- 

There had been no public com- 
ment on fee inddent since a brief, 
official statement Monday by fee 
Saudi Press Agency. 

The agency said feat at about 
2 JO p.m. (1130 GMT) Monday, 
an unidentified gunman drove 
through fee exit of fee compound 
into fee yard of fee seaside 
■jalace. 

Once inside, he jumped out of 
fee car and opened fire, injuring 
a ‘security guard and a civilian, it 
sa^ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt police storm mosque, arrest 30 


Arafat wanted to hand over gunbelt 


ASSIUT, Egypt (R) — Egyptian police, searching for wanted 
Muslim militants on the run, stormed a militant mosque in Upper 
Egypt and arrested 11 suspects, security sources said on Tuesday. 
A security official said police raided Al Rahma Mosque on Monday 
night in the town of Assiut, 325 kilometres south of Cairo, after 
receiving information that a number of militants responsible for 
attacks were hiding there. The mosque is a meeting place for 
militants of Al Gama’a Al Islamiya (Islamic Group) which has 
launched a violent campaign against police, foreign tourists and 
Christians in their drive to overthrow fee government and set up a 
purist Islamic state. Egyptian security officials have often sur- 
rounded it to prevent demonstrations by militants protesting 
against the government of President Hosni Mubarak. A Muslim 
fundamentalist source put fee number of militants arrested at 30 
men, but there was no independent confirmation of fee report.’ He 
said police fired in the air and some worshippers were braised as 
they tried to jump from windows to escape. Police killed nine 
people in a similar raid on a militant mosque in the southern town 
of Aswan in March. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Palestine Liberation ~ 

(PLO) chief Yasser Arafat wanted to wear a guribeftto 
of the lsrael-PLO accord at the White House and naftd , 
President BiH Clinton to symbolize, his coramnmcnt topeaee, 
Washington Post reported Tuesday. U.S. 
idea, fee newspaper added, ating drpkatatic 
would not be to fee liking of the Israeli teackrrs. In 1974, MnjWgt 
wore a pistol during an appearance at the U.N. General 
declaring he had come “wife an ©five branch ™ 
freedom fighter's gun in the other.” “This time, tetaa o m m 
interview wife fee New York Times, “I am coming wth luwflftr 1 
branches ” What happens to his gun? Hej was astoL _ 
protect peace now,” he said. Aliiufing w the accord bmtiMBB.; 
PLO and Israel signed Monday ax the White FfoMe, Mr. Amt 
died historic precedents for it: “This happen^ before. mAJpsij 
between de Gaulle and fee Algerians, and between oe lucre won 
Mandela in South Africa.” 


German convicted in arms sales to Iraq 


Mubarak approves execution of four 


CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni Mubarak Tuesday approved 
death sentences for three Muslim extremists handed by a military 
court, paving the way for their banging which will bring the number 
of executed radicals to 18. The Middle East News Agency said feat 
fee defendants have 15 days to enter new pleas to Mubarak. The 
president also approved fee death sentence for a fourth defendant 
but he is at large and must be retired if captured. The four men, 
members of fee Shawkeen group, were convicted Aug. 21 of 
murder and robberies of Christian jewellers to finance their violent 
campaign to overthrow the government Mr. Mubarak started 
referring extremists to military courts late last year to ensure their 
speedy trial. The courts have sentenced 26 people to death. 
Fourteen have already been executed, three are on death row and 
nine are at large. Another militant sentenced to death by a civilian 
court was also hanged. More than 200 people have feed in the 
dashes between fee government and fee Muslim militants in fee 
past 20 months. MENA said gunshots were exchanged in 
QaUoubiya province north of Cairo while police chased two alleged 
Muslim extremists to arrest them. It said a third alleged militant 
shot at police as they were arrested fee two. Police shot back, 
wounding him in the head. He was taken to hospital for treatment. 


AUGSBURG (AP) — A German businessm an wa s qpnvicted 
Tuesday and sentenatd to two years and three months in ptnoo a* 
Collin, materials feat Iraq used in its rocketry and nuclear-we apons 
pr o gra mm es before the Gulf war. Two of fee man s ajtegM 
accomplices remain on trial, accused of selling Iraq Wowboj 
marks ($19 million) worth of materials in violation of Ger many's 
laws on munitions exports. All three have been mrict tni at 
without bail since February 1992. The indictment accused them of 
supplying materials for weapons used against Saudi Arabia and 
Israel during fee Guff war. Wafreer Drttel, 67, had confessed 
during a trial session on Aug. 30 feat be delivered sample 
electro ni c parts to Iraq in violation of export controls on equipment 
wife military potential. He was convicted Tuesday in theAusbtn 
court and sentenced to two years and three months, though 
udfe 18 months already spent in jail. He was expected to be set nee 
soon. 


Bosnian President visits Kuwait 


EC officials to tour Arab states 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Foreign ministers from three European 
Community (EC) nations will visit several Gulf states, probably 
this week, to try to persuade countries still hesitant about backing 
fee Israeli-Palestine Liberation Organistion (PLO) peace accord, 
the Belgian foreign minister said Tuesday. Wily Claes said on his 
return from Washington U.S. Secretary of State Warren ChriS- 
opher had asked him and EC President Jacques Delors to help 
persuade Arab states reluctant to back the accord signed Monday 
in fee U.S. capital. Belgium currently holds the rotating presidency 
of fee 12-member community. Mr. Claes fed not rule out the 
possibility feat he himself might make “a few moves in the region, 
beginning with Syria” in his position as current bead of the EC 
Council of Foreign Ministers The tour to Arab states will be made 
by fee foreign ministers from the so-called EC troika — the 
current, past and next presidency which in this case is Belgium, 
Denmark and Greece. 


KUWAIT (AP) Alija Izetbegovic, president of Bosma- 
Herzegovina, visited Kuwait on Monday and met with the enur. 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah. A brief statement from fee 
emir's office said fee two leaders discussed the “international aim 
Mamg stances towards the issue of Serbian- Bosnian straggle ." it 
did not elaborate. Kuwait donated $10 million to Bosni an M uslims 
last May. Sheikh Jaber also gave a local Islamic committe e $3 .5 . 
million to build an orphanage m Bosnia. A Kuwait relief worker 
was reported killed in Bosnia early this month, and a state security * 
court m April cleared three Kuwaitis who had been accused of 
collecting weapons to said them to fellow Muslims in Bosnia. Mr. 
Izetbegovic visited Sandi Arabia and Iran before coming to 
Kuwait. In Saudi Arabia, the president was given $10 minion from 
Saudi citizens to assist Muslims in the former Yugoslav republic. 

‘Estonia buys Israeli arms’ 


Indonesia: Too early for ties with Israel 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, home to the world’s biggest Muslim' 
population, said Tuesday it was undecided on' opening diplomatic 
relations wife Israel following its signing of a peace aooord wife 'fee 
Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO). “We wilL watch the 
development of this process first, especially its implementation,” a 
foreign ministry spokesman said. Foreign Minister Ali Alatas, 
quoted by fee spokesman, said: “We welcome fee breakthrough. 
We also hope fee parties concerned obey fee agreement and all 
interim and transitional arrangements will be conducted in a 
greater framework and objective.” He said there were many 
unclear areas in fee agreement feat was signed in Washington 
Monday. Indonesia, current chairman of fee 108-member Non- 
Aligned Movement, denied in July a newspaper report feat it was 
discussing setting up economic ties wife IsraeL 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Estonian Prime Minister Mart Laar has 
announced that his government has bought $3.8 million worth of 
Israeli arms, the Estonian news gency ETA said in a report 
received here. Mr. Laar revealed the purchase Monday m answer 
to a question in parliament in the Estonian capital, Tallinn, ETA 
reported. But the prime minister declined to say how many 
weapons had been bought in the $3.8 million deal. Informed 
sources said the arms are most likely Uzi submachine guns which 
wfll be used by fee Estonian army. 

Israeli wounded in Lebanon dies 


TEL _ AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli army lieutenant badly hurt last 
May in an attack by Hizboflah activists in Southern Lebanon, feed 
Monday of his injuries, a military spokesman said. The soldier was 
wounded on May 18 in fee Israeli-occupied “security zone” along 
fee broder. Two other Israeli soldiers were killed outright in the 
attack. 


Omani minister starts tour in Qatar 


Security stepped up around Arafat HQ 


TUNIS ( AP) — Scores of extra policemen were deployed Tuesday 
around Yasser Arafat’s headquarters here after authorities re- 
portedly received information feat Palestinian extremists might be 
preparing to assassinate him. Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, declined to 
give further details of the alleged preparations to kill the PLO 
chairman. Mr. Arafat was in Washington Monday as fee PLO 
signed a historic peace accord wife Israel that has been denounced 
as a sellout by Palestinian hardliners. Several of the factions have 
predicted Mr. Arafat will be assassinated or said he should be slain, 
although none has issued a direct, public threat to kill him. Scores 
of armed policemen took up positions on street corners in fee Tunis 
suburb where Mr. Arafat has his headquarters and began checking 
cars and pedestrians. Only those who could prove they lived in fee 
area were allowed to proceed, after their vehicles were searched 
for explosives or other weapons. Tunisian police officials routinely 
decline to comment on security matters. 


DOHA ( R) — The foreign minister of Oman visits Qatar on 
Tuesday, starting a tour of Arab countries to discuss “new 
realities” after fee signing of an Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace deal. Talks involving Oman’s Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs Yousef Ben Alawi Ben Abdullah 
would focus on “fee new realities emerging after fee signing of fee 
PLO- Israel deal,” Omani Ambassador Said Ben Salem Al Kalbani 
smd. The minister is expected to travel to Lebanon and Syria, 
which have failed to give fee peace deal dear support. He also will 
visit Kuwait which has been at odds wife PLO chairman Yasser 
Arafat for sympathising wife Iraq when it seized the emirate in 


Chief rabbis tell Israelis to pray for peace 


Attorney calls for Demjanjukto be freed 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The two chief rabbis of Israel have urged 
Jews to gather en masse at the Western Wall in Jerusalem to may 
for peace on fee eve of Yom Kippur, the day of atonement. “Pra r 
tor thyme indulgence, real peace and security,” fee rabbis to* 
^^ma smernent Tuesday. Elyahu BaksW Doron. chief rabbi* 
ot tne hephardic or Oriental community and Israel Lau for fee 

W < ? led ^ or . t ^ c special prayers on - 

^ 00X1 ° f thC most im P° rtant tote in the . 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s attorney-general Tuesday urged the 
supreme court to throw out petition to retry John Demjanjuk for 
Nazi war crimes and set the 73-year-old free . The attoreny- 
general’s office told the court that petitions from Nazi-bunters and 
holocaust survivors had put forward “no new evidence” to warrant 
a new bearing. Attorney-general Yossef Harish called for Mr. 
Demjanjuk to be released on August 11, two weeks after fee court 
acquitted him on appeal of being “Ivan fee terrible.” Bat a series 
of petitions have held up fee expulsion to the United States of Mr. 
Demjanjuk who in 1988 was sentenced to hang as Ivan the terrible, 
fee charge on which he was extradited to Israel two years earlier. 


Denmark invites Rabin, Arafat 


gOTNHAGEN (AFP) — Denmark has invited the Israeli i 
Palestinian leaders Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat to pay a v 
f S J >OSSib Jf ^P^ofa Nordic tour, the officeof Pri 
Mimster Paul Nyrup Rasmussen said Tuesday. In letters to thS 
Mr. Rasmussen said he was issuing the nmtatikm in agreement w 

SOwmments. He saidfeT^ p 
wa> ■> “historic breakthrough comoa 
We to fee fall of fee Berlin Wall.” Mr. Rasmussen isrsJd feewn 
community to ensure the economic conditions 
democratic development of fee MidST^T P ^° 1 * 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

I&9S La Chainc 

19:15 . 

19 JO . 
20:00 . 

20 JO . 
21:18 . 


2240 . 


2236 



PRAYER TIMES 

04:56 

06:15 , 

Fhjr 

1231 

16:62 

18:43 

20:06 



AbrBcm Church Tel. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Ai iii cn laii Catholic Churdi Td. 

771331. 

Armesha Orthodox Chnrch Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Chimb Td. 771751. 
Amman International Clwnft Td. 

652526. 

EmpM Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Salats Td. 823824. 654932 
Ch-xh of Nnatot Tcl.675691. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Naureth Church SweHfch, 
Tel. 810740 

AscmbEes oT God Church, Td. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church Td. 6245W. 
Church oT the Anmuef * 

637440. 

Dc k Salk Church Tel. 661757 
Tansanda Chord] Tel: 622366 
Clmrci or the Aimmrtnrtim Td. 
623S4I. 


Weather wifi become relatively hot 
as temperatures win rise. Winds wffl be 
variable occasionally becoming nonh- 
westerfy moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Td. 


Min. /Max. temp. 

Amman 18/34 

Aqaba 24/38 

Deserts 15/35 

Jordan Valley 23/39 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 34. Aqaba 37. Hunridily readings: 
Amman 22 per cent, Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Gbari Aba Sfadfchah 752405 

Dr. Yousef AlFaqib _.... 756988 

Dr. Fakbri Taych 885880 

Dr. Basini Qaddumi .....648633 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AJAscma pharmacy 637035 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbntrisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBIDr 

Dr. Ali Al Shnqairi 246140 

AJ Guds pharmacy ( ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Obassan Al PhqOi 986781 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 66HII 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ........... 199 

Rescue PbHcc 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Scanty Department 630321 

Hold Comp taints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdcvirion 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Bcctritity Authority ...815615 
E l ect r ic Power 


Company - 636381 

RJ Flight Information 06-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport-...* 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J. Ama 644281/6 

AkOch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabol Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmdnni Hospital 669131 

Unrvcrtity Hospital 845845 

Al-Mtwshcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islam ic, AbdaK 666127/37 

ALAhli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al Muhajnccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army-SMartai 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674ISS 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

IbnSina Hospital 

Al Him Modem Hospital ...... [09)990990 

orah 

P rin ceg Bu rn t Hwphal (02)275553 


Greek CalhoGcHoHmal (02)272275 

ItaAlNafcmHosnal ...... <021247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital - (03)3141 II 

PON THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tbk information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08)532005, where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

0fc38 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10M Jeddah (RJ) 

10:10 Laraaa (RJ) 

10r50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

I7sS 5 London (RJ) 

17£5 Frankfort (RJ) 

1&25 .... — Istanbul (RJ) 

I&3* .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
lfc38 ..... Brussels, Paris (RJ) 


Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

- Romc(RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

J* Jeddah (SA) 

- — - Sanaa (IY) 

■;■■■ Cairo (MS) 

Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PI) 

- Beirut (ME) 

VP l^«Ka(CYl 

Vienna, Laraaca (OS) 

Departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Rome (RJ) 

11:B .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

J J-" London (RJ) 

1 1^ Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

fS Colombo^ 

Dfahnm(RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

85545 Beirut. Rhm(aF) 


RomefAZ) 

SS ::::::::::::::::::::::::: KM 



Cwo(MS) 

j* 5 ® Abu Dhabi (GFj 

** Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PU 


Upper/lomcr price in IBs per kg. 

- 700/500 

Banana (Mutiimmarj ....I!!!! fsB 

750/ 600 

WO/ HR 

- 150/ » 

300/300 

300 / 2 # 

S™L 800/600 



JS™ 160/ HO 

SSl'SSv — 230/130 

aw/ 

MO/tt 
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Police search for 
hit and run suspect 


By Rana Hnssam 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police Tuesday con- 
tinued their search for a taxi 
driver whose vehicle Monday 
noon, witnesses said, struck and 
killed an eight-year-old boy and 
dragged his body for five metres 
before stopping. 

Witnesses told police that the 
driver got out of his taxi, picked 
up the boy and drove off with 
him. “We were on our way home 
from school when Khalid (the 
victim) was hit by the taxi. We 
ran toward the car and asked the 
driver if we could go with him to' 
take our friend to the hospital. 
But he pushed us away and took 
off with Khalid,'’ said Musa A. 
(10), a schoolmate. Police arrived 
at die scene of the accident m die 
Haj Hassan suburb of Jabal 
Zouhour. 

The victim, identified as Khalid 
S-, was found dead approximate- 


ly four hours later by a shepherd 
in Jabal Quweismeh. His body 
was taken to Ai Bashir Hospital. 

Police are interrogating all taxi 
drivers registered in Amman with 
a 1983 to 1985 model Nissan 
Sunny. Police sources said they 
have “fairly good description” of 
the suspect. 

Witness told the Jordan Times 
that the taxi driver was a male, 
about 30 years old, with long 
black hair and a moustache. 

Another fatal road accident 
Monday evening claimed the life 
of a four-year-old boy. identified 
as A. K_, m the Muthalath Urn Al 
Quteir suburb of Naour. 

Police apprehended a male sus- 
pect in the area who, they .said, 
confessed to the hit and run 
incident. According to a police 
report the suspect was (hiving 
through the Naour suburb when 
be “failed to yield to a pedes- 
trian.” The report said the sus- 
pect’s car struck and killed the 
child. 


PLO, Jordan agree to prevent 
Palestinian transfer — Majali 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) are in agreement 
not to allow an influx of Palesti- 
nians from the West to die East 
Bank of Jordan, Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Al Majali said 
Tuesday. 

The Kingdom has not taken 
any measures to restrict travel by 
Palestinians who hold temporary 
travel documents or temporary 
passports across the bridges. Dr. 
Majali said. 

The present measures are orga- 
nisational and can in no way be 
considered travel obstacles, the 
prime minister said at a press 
conference. 

Dr. Majali was replying to a 
journalist’s question about 
alleged reports that die Follow 
Up and Inspection Department 
or the Ministry of Interior was 
tightening measures against 
Palestinians holding temporary 


travel documents. “You well 
know that Israel lately has re- 
duced to 25 from 35 the age of 
men who can leave the West 
Bank and also reduced tbe permit 
fees for their departure.” the 
prime minister said. 

“As a result of the pressure 
which die Palestinian people face 
under occupation it is inevitable 
that a great number of them 
would come to visit Jordan, but if 
die visitors’ number exceeds the 
reasonable limit, the government 
has to take some action, other- 
wise we would be assisting the 
process of forced migration from 
the West Bank to the East 
Bank,” Dr. Majali added. 

“I hope to be dear about this 
point as the procedures are orga- 
nisational and we are in agree- 
ment with the PLO about it,” the 
prime minister said. 

Information Minister Ma'au 
Abu Nowar earlier Tuesday de- 
nied reports alleging that the 


Jordanian government had 
changed its policy regarding 
travel across the bridges on the 
Jordan River.- . 

Speaking in an interview with 
the London-based Arabic lan- 
guage Al Sharq Al Awsat news- 
paper, the minister said: “Jordan 
will continue to support the 
steadfastness of our kinsmen and 
our brothers in the West Bank 
and will not allow the evacuation 
of the Arab lands of their inhabi- 
tants.” 

"This firm Jordanian stand 
draws full support from the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation and 
its leader Mr. Yasser Arafat," 
said the minister. 

Foreign newspapers, according 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, had published reports that 
new measures are being taken by 
Jordan concerning travel across 
the bridges to and from tbe West 
Bank. 


Lawyers, judges to be honoured 


. AMMAN (Petra) — Retired and 
active lawyers and court judges 
will be honoured and 150 new 
■ lawyers will be graduated in the 
course of a three-day celebration 
to start Thursday at the Royal 
Cultural Centre in Amman. 

Tbe Jordanian Bar Association 
(JBA), which is organising the 
celebration, said it would marie its 
40th anniversary. 


/ JBA President Kamal Nasser 
i said that former association presi- 
dents. heads of the Court of 
Cassation and the Higher Court 
of Justice, together with many 
retired and active attorneys who 


contributed to the development 
of the association will be hon- 
oured. 

In addition, 150 new lawyers 
who have just completed their 
two-year training courses will be 
graduated, and awards will be 
presented to several of die excel- 
Ugn graduates, said Dr. Nasser. 

The event will entail the orga- 
nisation of a Jordanian Law Con- 
ference, and professors of law at 
Jordanian and other Arab univer- 
sities are expected to attend, he 
added. 

Tbe three-day conference is 
expected to review working pap- 
ers on arbitration, control of 


companies’ activities, the role of 
the holding companies and com- 
pany mergers, said Dr. Nasser. 

Delegates from Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen, Tunisia. Bahrain, Qatar 
and Kuwait, in addition to Jor- 
dan, will be attending the event. 

Ihsan Kaiyali, secretary gener- 
al of the Arab Lawyers Union 
will also take part, said Dr. Nas- 
ser. 

He said special attention will 
be given to the discussion on 
arbitration, now that the first 
Arab Arbitration Bureau has 
been established, with its head- 
quarters in Amman. 


U.S. to ease burden on Jordan from Iraq sanctions 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Renter 

AMMAN — A U.S. team has 
promised to try to ease the press- 
ure on Jordan of sweeping trade 
sanctions imposed on Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, Finance 
Minister Sami Gammo said. 

Mr. Gammo said the 12-man 
team, led by State Department 
inspector David Newton, would 
try to ease naval inspection at the 
Jordanian port of Aqaba to make 
it less difficult for Jordanian trad- 
ers to send goods to Iraq. 

“They have promised to recon- 
sider all these procedures and to 


come back with ideas on how to 
improve things and ease the ten- 
sion and the pressure on the 
Jordanian economy,” the minis- 
ter said late on Monday after 
seeing off tbe team, which left 
Amman for the United States. 

“They got a very good idea of 
the difficulties facing us and we 
hope they come back very soon to 
ease the pressure of tbe sanc- 
tions,” Mr. Gammo told Reuters. 

The United States has a major 
say m a U.S. committee in charge 
of approving exports to Iraq 
under the trade ban. 

Only food, medicine and 


humanitarian goods are allowed 
into Iraq, once Jordan’s key trad- 
‘ ing partner. Tbe drop in trade has 
cost Amman $300 million a year. 

Mr. Gammo said the team, 
which spent five days in Jordan, 
pledged to reconsider tbe time- 
consuming and complicated in- 
spection rules of all Jordan- 
bound cargo vessels. 

Shippers say tough U.S.-led 
allied navy inspections held up 
ships for days, raised transport 
fees and insurance costs and di- 
verted millions of dollars in busi- 
ness to Turkey, Syria and Iran. 

Mr. Gammo said Washington 


would also try to lift restrictions 
on the exports of some non- 
strategjc Jordanian-made goods 
like doth, threads and detergents 
to Iraq, to help local industries 
established in the 1980s to cater 
solely for Baghdad. Many of 
them have been unable to pene- 
trate other markets. 

He said they promised to work 
with tbe U.N. committee to cut 
time and simplify procedures for 
granting export permits. 

Officials say local traders have 
to wait for six to eight weeks for 
committee approval to send 
goods to Iraq while businessmen 


in other countries, mainly Gulf 
war allies, received authorisa- 
tions in a week. 

Jordan sympathised with Iraq 
during the 1991 Gulf war and for 
a short time delayed im- 
plementing the U.N. trade sanc- 
tions against Iraq. Washington in 
general has been satisfied with 
Jordan’s compliance — once a 
sour point in Jordanian-U.S. ties. 

Official figures show Jordan’s 
annual trade with Iraq fell from 
$177 million in 1989 to $70 mil- 
lion in 1992. Traders blamed the 
drop on the embargo and a 
weakening Iraqi dinar. 




NMC to open season 
on classic note 


, By Jean-Claude F.Km 
. Special to tbe Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — The National 
Music Conservatory (NMC) 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) is kicking '6ff the fall 
music season this week with 
?two concerts that will take 
.place in an original scope. - 
_ The NMCs own orchestra, 
^conducted by visiting Amer- 
ican artist Ronald Horton will 
perform on Wednesday Sept. 
15 and Saturday Sept. 25 at the 
Royal Cultural Centre in Am- 
man. 

. Held under the joint au- 
spices of the American Centre 
in Amman and NHF, both 
concerts will also host actor 
Nabil Sawalha as the narrator 
-of the Carnival of the Animals 
by French composer Camille 
Saint-Saens. 

• Mr. Horton is currently visit- 
ing Jordan and is bolding music 
.workshops and conducting 
classes at the NMC. In addi- 
tion he is also conducting clas- 
ses for and rehearsing with tbe 
Jordanian Armed Forces 


Orchestra. 

Hie first concert will feature 
the NMC’s orchestra; the 
second will see both tbe NMC 
and the Armed Forces orches- 
tras perform, together under 
Mr. Horton’s baton. 

The conservatory’s ensem- 
ble comprises 40 professional 
musicians and is gaining more 
experience and popularity ev- 
ery year, since it was estab- 
lished in Amman. 

Ronald Horton is a multi- 
directional musician and has an 
impressive record of teaching, 
conducting and performing as 
a first violin with symphony 
orchestras in the United 
States. 

He also has achieved several 
major recordings with the Col- 
umbia Broadcasting System 
and the Columbia Symphony 
Orchestra. 

The programme of the two 
concerts includes works by 
Johann Sebastian Bach, 
Samuel Barber, G. Holst, 
Saint-Saens, Copland, Fauri, 
Leroy Anderson and F. Men- 
delssohn. 


French envoy ends 
tour of duty 


By Lima Nabil 

' Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — French Ambassador 
to Jordan Denis Bouchard Tues- 
day said France was pleased by 
the signing in Washington Mon- 
day of a Palestinian-Israeli agree- 
ment on Palestinian autonomy. 

■ But, Mr. Bouchard said, some 
.impending problems, inducting 
;the status of Jerusalem, need to 
■be addressed and overcome, 
adding that there would be no 
peace without a solution to the 
issue of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Bouchard was speaking at 
a press conference on the occa- 
^ ;sion of the end of his tour of duty 
-in Jordan. 

- He said the European Com- 
munity (EC) including France, 
will contribute to supporting de- 
velopment projects through 
financial and technical aid to the 


Gaza Strip and to some countries 
in the region, including Jordan. 

The ambassador stressed that 
his country has always played an 
active role in the peace process, 
adding that no achievement 
would have been made had it not 
been for the mutual recognition 
between Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

On bilateral relations, Mr. 
Bouchard said Jordanian-French 
relations have always been char- 
acterised by mutual respect. He 
praised Jordan’s democratic 
march, describing it as a pioneer 
step iu the region. Mr. Bouchard 
said France’s assistance to Jordan 
helped it in dealing with Jordan's 
foreign debt problem, in resche- 
duling its payments to the Paris 
Club. 

He said France has donated 
$20 million in annual aid to Jor- 
dan since tbe Gulf crisis. 


* 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

☆ Art exhibition by Iraq! artist Nouri Al Rawi at Bafadna Art 
Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition by artists Mohammad Al Ameri and Gbassan Abu 
Laban at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Munther Al Ma'ani at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Egyptian artist H. BOcar at the Balqa’ Art 
Gallery in Fuheis. 

☆ Paintings exhibition by Amor Aouens and Salam Kanaan at the 
Alia Art Gallery. 

■fr Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist Bisfaara Nqjjar at 
Eshbefia Art Gallery, Amra Shopping Centre. 

& fflm entitled: “Billy Liar” at the British Councfi at 7:00 p.m. 

Lecture in Arabic entitled: “Tbe Literature of tbe Aitibority, and 
the Literature of Freedom in the Current Literary Situation” by 
Mr. bam Al Jundi at Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation. 

☆ Lecture in Arabic entitled: “The Islamic Republics of tbe Former 
Soviet Union” by Dr. Fakhruddin Daghestan] at tbe premises of 
the Jordanlan-Turfcish Friendship Association in Jabal Amman at 
€ p.m. 


Tribal-based elections foreseen 


By Mariam M. Sbahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The election ear- 
lier this week of Abdul Hadi 
Al Majali, secretary-general of 
the Al Abd Party, as tbe Ma- 
jali tribe's candidate for one of 
the eight seats in the Karak 
goyernorate marked the laun- 
ching of what “ many ''political 
analysts in Jordan believe to be 
very tribal legislative elections 
this November. 

“The tribal nomination — or 
election of Abdul Hadi Al Ma- 
jali — was like the shot that 
started the election race and a 
s i gn al that the contest for Par- 
liament seats among dans and 
tribes has begun, said one 
local analyst Monday, two days 
after the Majalis announced 
their choice. 

Local analysts and politi- 
cians believe that most of the 
20 political parties will attempt 
to field dan and tribal candi- 
dates to assure themselves of 
victory at the polls. 

Tbe one-person, one-vote 
formula, introduced as part of 
a temporary election law in 
August, is believed by political 
analysts to encourage tribal 
and dan voting. 

In tiie 1989 elections voters 
could vote for both elan and 
“agenda” candidates since 
they could vote for several 
people. But the Nov. 8 elec- 
tions will allow only one ballot 
to be cast by each voter. 

“People in Jordan vote on 
agendas and issues but tbe first 
loyalty is always to their fami- 
ly, clan or tribe,” explained 
veteran civil servant and dose 
political associate of Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali, Maiwau 
Dudin. 

According to political party 
organisers and political obser- 
vers alike, tiie “tribal card” 
will be used by many of the 
newly-established political par- 
ties. 

“If a tribe has 10,000 reg- 
istered voters in one voting 
district it is reasonable to think 
that they would vote for a 
member of their dan if they 
were allowed to cast only one 
vote,” explained an analyst. 

The Unionist Arab Demo- 
cratic Party, centrist and liber- 
al, has already had to juggle 
around its leadership to suit 
some of die tribal needs of hs 
leading members, according to 
one of the party's founding 
fathers. 

While the prominent Christ- 
ian industrialist from Balqa’a 


district Anis Muasher, headed 
the party in August and 
September, Mohammad Oran 
from Tafileh will be heading 
tbe party when elections take 
place on Nov. 8 — 

Officially tbe party lead- 
ership rotates amongst the 
two. as well as a third leader — 
Talal Omari; the unofficial ver- 
sion betrays the strong tribal 
make-up of Jordanian politics. 

“Mohammad Oran would 
have a stronger chance of win- 
ning a seat in his hometown of 
Tafileh if he was the party’s 
general secretary,” explained 
one of the founders of tbe 
party. 

“Actually his dan have said 
'Unless you head the party you 
won’t get the clan vote'. 
Rather than lose him and split 
the party we agreed to this 
formula. Thus while campaign- 
ing m Tafileh he can say ‘I 
head a party’,” he explained. 

The Jordan National 
Alliance, headed by central 
Jordanian clan chief Mi j hem 
Kbreisbah, is expected to fidd 
soldy clan candidates in the 
central regions of Jordan and 
receive votes from Circassian 
and other minority groups. 

The AI Ahd, the Yakaza. 
and the Al Wafan Party are 
expected to rely predominantly 
on tribal candidates in voting 
districts where their own clans 
are numerous. With the excep- 
tion of Abdul Raouf Al 
Rawabdeh, bead of tbe Yaka- 
za, who is expected to be 
reelected to his Irbid seat be- 
cause of his wide-ranging 
administrative and civil sendee 
contributions to the commun- 
ity, most right-of-centre parties 
are expected to rely on clan 
affiliations, backing and con- 
glomerations. 

Two relatively unexpected 
groups are also expected to 
take advantage of the tribal 
issue in the elections. Hie most 
prominent one is tbe Islamic 
Action Front, tbe political arm 
of the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Most of the Brotherhood par- 
liamentarians who were 
elected in 1989 in more urban, 
“platform-oriented” districts, 
but at least five of them had 
tribal backing as well. 

In Tafileh, Balqa’a, Irbid 
and Madaba the Brotherhood 
fielded members who also 
came from large local dans. 
“The Brotherhood fielded 
members of large dans and 
thus hit two birds with one 
stone — they got tbe Islamist 
vote and tbe tribal vote in 


one,” Mr. Majali explained 
during a recent interview with 
the Jordan Times, saying his 
party may use some of tbe 
same tactics. 

In tbe Madaba district in 
particular, the Brotherhood, 
whidrwill run under the poli- 
tical umbrella of the Islamic 
Action Front this fall, fielded 
two candidates — one from 
each of the two major dans in 
Madaba. The two Madaba de- 
puties, Ahmad Kteish Al 
Azaideh and Abdul Hafeeth 
Al Alawi, represented Mada- 
ba’s two major dans respec- 
tively. When Azaideh died in 
1992 he was replaced by his 
fellow dansman and Brother- 
hood member Mohammad 
Azaideh after a by-election. 

Even some leftist parties, 
particularly The Jordanian 
Communist Party and the 
Jordanian Socialist Democratic 
Party, are expected to play the 
tribal card in the one-person, 
one-vote election system. 

Both parties have relatively 
strong backing in tribally- 
oriented rural communities. 
Particularly in Karak and 
Madaba, the left-leaning poli- 
tical parties are expected to 
have a winning chance through 
tribal backing rather than by 
virtue of their Socialist election 
platforms. 

In northern Jordanian dis- 
tricts and Karak governorate, 
Pan-Arab nationalists are ex- 
pected to file large dan candi- 
dates. 

The role of tribal candidates 
was seen as relatively reduced 
in the 1989 elections when very 
few dan or tribal leaders made it 
into Parliament, with the ex- 
ception of the six seats in Par- 
liament allocated to bedouins. 

Only one dan, tbe Obeidats 
of Beni Kaneina, held primary 
elections in 1989 before field- 
ing Qasseem Obeidat, who was 
elected to represent both his 
district and his dan in the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

Although the Obeidat clan 
have said it will not repeat 
their primary polls for this 
elections, the Majali clan's 
election of Mr. Majali was seen 
as tbe precedent, which other 
dans are expected to follow. 

Political observers are anx- 
iously awaiting to see election 
lists of the political parties to 
ascertain, among other things, 
how the parties will use tribally 
affiliated candidates. 

The Islamic Action Front is 
expected to announce its elec- 
tion list in the next 10 days. 


Experts to tackle parasite plant problem 


AMMAN (Petra) — Agriculture 
experts from 18 countries includ- 
ing 11 Arab states will gather in 
Amman os Sept. 26 for a three- 
day conference on combatting 
parasite .{dams that have signifi- 
cantly damaged crops m the Near 
East region. 

Barakat Abu RmeOeh of the 
University of Jordan, who is also 
adviser to the Rome-based U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion (FAO), said such plants exist 
in Jordan and 20 per cent of tbe 
cultivated lands in the country, 
especially in the Jordan Valley, is 
affected by them. 


Eggplants, tomatoes, potatoes 
and tobacco are 80 per cent 
affected by the parasite plants in 
some areas, said Dr. Abu 
Rmeileh. 

Fruit trees harmed by these 
plants include dtrus, olive and 
grape trees, he added. 

'Hie damage from parasite plants was 
limited in the mid-1970s, bat it is 
growing out of proportion in the 
1990s because of tire lack of 
knowledge and the facilities to 
fight off the problem, added Dr. 
Abu Rmeflen. 

In addition, he said, lack of 
extension service workers in Jor- 


dan has resulted in the disease 
spreading mainly in the Jordan 
Valley, which grows most of the 
produce for Jordan. 

According to Dr. Abu 
Rmeileh, the Arab World loses 
about 20,000 tonnes of food 
annually, worth nearly $10 mil- 
lion, as a result Of the parasites. 

For instance, he said, in 1974 
Morocco was the second largest 
exporter of legumes after the 
United States, but now this North 
African country imports this pro- 
duce because parasite plants have 
caused extensive damage to such 
crops. 



Jordan Vafley (Petra photo) 


Jordan Valley to get new road 


AMMAN (Petra) — Work on a 
120-kilometre road linking the 
southern and northern parts of 
the Jordan Valley will begin soon 
in implementation of an agree- 
ment signed in Amman Tuesday. 

Concluded between the Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) and the 
General Contractors Company 
(GCC), the agreement calls for 
the construction of the first sec- 
tion of the road, a stretch of 30 
kilometres between Wadi Rajib 
and Al Mashare district, accord- 


ing to JVA Secretary General 
Abdul Aziz Wishah. 

Dr. Wishah said the deal is 
worth JD 3.4 million, but the 
whole project will cost about 
JD 10 million. 

The first part of tiie project, 
which the GCC will execute, is 
scheduled to be completed by the 
middle of 1995, said Dr. Wishah. 

He said the 120-kilometre 
road, stretching from Adasieh in 
the north to the King Abdullah 
Bridge near the Dead Sea in the 


south, was deemed necessary to 
reduce the pressure on the ex- 
isting road -between the two 
points of tbe valley. 

The new road, which would 
pass along the Jordan River, 
would also be usefol in facilitating 
the transport of agricultural 
crops, added Dr. Wishah. 

He said the JVA will allocate 
funds and award tenders for the 
second and third stages of the 
road project during 1994. 



ARAB BANK 


Announces the opening of 
a new office at 

Industrial Area 

(Wadi Seer ) 

Banking services started on 
Saturday 1 1 September 1993 
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Commitments and principles 


TH£ SIGNING of the Joint Jordanian-IsraeU 
agenda for peace negotiations, one day after the 
historic si g nin g of the PLO-IsraeU agreement on 
self-government for the Palestinian people, basi- 
cally means two things. The first is about the 
importance Jordan attaches to finding a solution 
to die Palestine problem, before the rest of the 
Arab World moved to make peace with the 
Israelis. The second is about this country’s 
commitment to the achievement of a comprehen- 
sive peace, that is also just and lasting, to the 
whole conflict with Israel. As Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam A1 Majali did in tact point out 
yesterday, Jordan also needs the Syrians and the 
Lebanese to make real progress in their bilateral 
talks with the Jewish state, and hopefully join the 
multilateral negotiations, in order to proceed 
exactly on target towards the goal of peace. 

Finalising a gendas and declaring principles are 
necessary, hot they are only initial steps that could 
and should be taken on tiie long and tortuous road 
ahead. Take a look at the items on the agenda that 
was reached between Jordan and Israel to see 
what we actually mean by this. 

The issues of refugees, water, security, possible 
transfer of Palestinians into Jordan and bound- 
aries are of vital interest to Jordan. The question 
of Palestinian refugees and displaced persons Is 
one of the utmost importance to the Kingdom’s 
security and stability. Unless a solution to these 
people’s problem is found, through either repat- 
riation or compensation, in accordance with 
numerous U.N. resolutions, they will certainly not 
fed content with whatever agreement the FIX) or 
any other Arab party reaches with Israel. Those 
retagees have been Kving in camps or in miserable 
exile for the last four decades and it is time to 
address their problem seriously and comprehen- 
sively. 

Jordan’s water rights in both the Jordan and 
Yannouk rivers most also be adequately addres- 
sed. With increasing populations in all the coun- 
tries of the region water has become a scarce 
commodity. Jordan of coarse would be more than 
willing to enter into any regional scheme for the 
provision or desalination of water. 

Borden and security too are of extreme import- 
ance to a country tike ours in a region where big 
neighbours have in the past shown very little 
respect for the boundaries and sovereignty of 
others, especially small states. 

The Jordanian territories that Israel still occu- 
pies might be small in size, but the demarcation 
and delineation of the boundaries with our power- 
ful neighbour to the west is of extreme significance 
to Jordan’s sovereignty and to international 
legality with which we consistently abode. 

Of course Jordan, as it always maintains, is not 
interested in either a separate deal or an agree- 
ment with Israel before the central issue, that of 
Palestine, is solved. It is therefore imperative for 
all the tracks to progress simultaneously and to 
bear fruit at about the same time. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE LONG chapter of enmity between the Israelis and die 
' Palestinians has been folded, or so we hope, with the sealing of 
the PLO-Israeli deal in Washington Monday, said Sawt A1 Shaab 
Arabic daily Tuesday. It is hoped that the deal will mark the 
beginning of a new era and a new future of peaceful coexistence 
between the Israeli and the Palestinian people, the paper added. 
With the shaking of hands between Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak 


Rabin the peace process between the Palestinians and the Israelis 
ally stan 

the daily. For Jordan, everything remains the same because this 


has actually started, but the process is long and difficult, added 


country has always supported tiie right of the Palestinians to make 
their own decisions and choose their own future by their own free 
choice, the paper continued. It said that although the Israelis and 
the Jordanians are due to reach a common agenda soon, Jordan 
does not change its position with regard to peace which it says 
should be based on U.N. resolutions and exchanging land for 


peace. Jordan, said the paper, has always looked forward towards 
the achievement of a just and honourable j 


coming generations. 


: peace, acceptable to the 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dnstoar praised the Amman Municipality 
for its efforts to serve the ever growing population of the capital 
and the efforts of its new Mayor Mamdonh Al Abbadi. 
Mohammad Daoud said the mayor’s drive to find a space for the 
street vendors, enabling them to pursue their drive to earn a 
decent living while at die same time clearing the streets to help 
facilitate the flow of traffic, is something that deserves genuine 
praise from all sectors. Furthermore, the citizens of Amman are 
in need of streets solely restricted to pedestrians and there is need 
for the development of the central regions of the capital, added 
the writer. Not only can the downtown merchants benefit from 
such raoves^ but tiie capital would also attract more visitors as 
they would find it comfortable to move around and shop, he said. 


From crusades to Zionism — in search of new strategies 


By Dr. Ziad Al As&fi 


THE ARABS’ perception .of 
Israel and Zionism has been 
based on what 1 would call “the 
crusader model". This model de- 
picts Israel as the latest western 
crusade against the Arab and 
Muslim World. It also defines the 
historical approach of our fore- 
fathers in the face of the crusades 
as tiie right approach for us 
against Israel. This means that in 
due time, a united Arab state, led 
by a modern-day Saladcfin, will 
deal Israel a crushing military 
defeat and seal its rate. This 
model, I contend, is unattainable 
within the existing imbalance of 
power between the Arabs and the 
West. Furthermore, I would 
argue that confronting the West 
as tiie enemy is a counterproduc- 
tive approach that plays into the 
hands of the Zionists. In order to 
achieve economic development 
and political empowerment, I 
submit that we need new thinking 
about our relation until the West, 
as well as new ways of attaining 
Arab unity. 

In his book “Conflict and Con- 
tradiction,” Meron Benvenisti 
noted that “the study of the 
crusades became fashionable be- 
cause Arab scholars began to 
draw parallels between Zionism 
and the crusades.” He proceeds 
to state that “all such parallels are 
political battle cries, but this par- 
ticular one is absurd" and goes on 
to state that “unKke the ‘crusad- 
er* Balian we have nowhere to go 
and no storm will uproot ns.” 

The study of the crusades has 
become fashionable in our time 
not because of the effort of Arab 
scholars, as Benvenisti says, but 
because of the gigantic and re- 
lentless efforts of the Zionist 
scholars who have perceived the 
crusader experiment as a prece- 
dent of the Zionist one. They 
studied the crusader state in 
order to “understand its ess- 
ence”, in the words of Joshua 
Prawer, the Polish immigrant to 
Palestine who has transformed 
the Hebrew University of Jeru- 
salem into the world’s foremost 
centre for the study of the cru- 
sades. They studied it as a Euro- 
pean colonial settler state estab- 
lished by force of arms, under the 
banner of the cross, that domro- 
ated tiie eastern Med i t erra nean 
and subjugated its people. This 
crusader state entered into inces- 
sant wars with its neighbours till it 
met with its first major defeat at 
die hands of Saladdin, 90 years 
after it was established and once 
again at the bands of the Mam- 
hiks of Egypt, a century later 
when the remnants of its citizens 
sailed into the sunset from Acre 
in 1291. 


is is (wl 
Likud), 


the 

Likud), the Zionists never fell 
into the trap of violent confronta- 
tion. 

d) The demographic factor 
which handicapped tiie crusader 
state with shortage of manpower 
at all levels. By contrast, no effort 
was spared to encourage Jews 
from migrating to Israel from all 
corneis of the world, using vio- 
lence, lofty moral arguments, 
blackmail and downright bribery. 


king by the 
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Sustaining the Zionist ideology 
* " like the 


in the West, exactly 

crusader spirit of the past, has 
been the paramount goal of the 
Zionist establishment. Modern- 
day Zionism started as a non- 
Jewish movement of the Protes- 
tant fundamentalists and com- 
bined dements of anti-Islamic 
crusading with anti-Semitism to 
found a homeland for the Jews in 
Palestine. Eventually, it crystal- 
lised as a Jewish movement which 
was able to generate enough sup- 
port in the West to establish the 
coveted state. To achieve that 
goal, two tracts had to be fol- 
lowed: 


Cana and the 
on. It was 
able to free the minds of its 
people to develop science and 
technology that generated wealth 
and power. The Middle East, on. 
the other hand, became a shell 
and a shadow of its former self. 
Having never solved tiie prob- 
lems of absolutist gov ernm ents, 
education and science, it stag- 
nated and fell prey to the aggres- 
sive modern western powers. 
Tims, while the Zionists were 
gaining a foothold in the land, the 
West was literally defining the 
borders in tiie Middle East, bor- 
ders of a nation fragmented, as it 
helplessly watched its fete de- 
cided by others. 

Arab nationalism, which has 
dearly defined its objective as 
achieving a unified Arab stat e , 
has consistently been thwarted in 
achieving tins objective by a mul- 
titude of opposing forces. It was 
frustrated at the end of World 
War I by the western powers 
which created the nation states 
and the Palestine problem. The 
resilience of the nation state a» 


Arab natiOMtinn of con fr o nti ng 
the West, Israel, and “Arab reac- 
tionaries”. They aligned them- 
selves with the aim -imperialist 
Soviet Union and adopted social- 


“As the world is being 
redefined in the past 
cold war era, we 
should not shrink 
from questioning our 
assumptions . We 
should encourage de- 
bate and tolerate each 
other 9 s ideas, no mat- 
ter how troubling or 
unworthy they might 
seem . We should 
strive never to be dep- 
rived, as the majority 
of the people of the 
Middle East has been, 
of the bruits of the 
minds of free men and 
women. 


tern and its ability to undermine 
Arab nationalism were demons- 
trated by tbe failure to sustain the 
union between Egypt and Syria, 
and the inability of tiie two 
Baathist wings in Syria and Iraq 
to unite. The concept of Arab 
unity was further HiwuwH after 
tiie 2967 war, a war mat gave 
imprtiK to Palestinian national- 
ism seeking statehood, with the 
implied despair of deliverance at 
the hands of tiie Arab nation. 
The various debacles involving 
the Palestinians and the nation 
states have dealt final blows to 
the concept of a single unified 
Arab state. 

Tbe series offaflarcs to achieve 
a unified political entity has been 
interpreted as fefime of Arab 
nationalism. 
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1) Dehumanising and de- 
valuing the Palestinian-Arab- 
MtzsHm people and their culture 
in order to justify their ctispossc- 
aon. They had to be presented as 
the- “other”, menacing and 
barbarian. 

2) Exalting tbe state of Israel as 
a moral (almost divine) achieve- 
ment, heroic and “civilised” — 
“one of ns” — with shared values 
and common heritage bonding it 
with the West. This state is al- 
ways projected as tbe defender of 
western interests in the area. 


Islam has provided tbe lan- 
guage of political discourse in the 
Arab World since its eme r gence 
m the 7th century. It has wovided 
the indispenabte leghmuring cov- 
er for each and every political 
movement up till the rise of Arab 
nationalism, even Arab national- 
ism at its inception felt the need 
to associate itself with the Hashe- 
mite Sharif of Mecca to derive 
Mamie legitimacy. tci«ma» sym- 
bols and terminology have con- 
tinued to permeate political dis- 
course, with the ex ce pt i on of tbe 
Marxist-Communist literature. In 
feet, the ultimate militant sym- 
bol , AHahu-Akbar, eventually 


2) The royal rich sta t e s found 

themselves sitting on an ocean of 

ofl, coveted by all, and with the 
least educated population group. 
They made tiie obvious choice of 
alignment with the West in search 
of protection and refused to par- 
ticipate in die aim-imperialist 
rhetoric. They proceeded with a 
slow development programme, 
funded by government but en- 
couraging free enterprise. They 
provided labour and business 
opportunities fix' many Arabs 
and other nationals with varying 
degrees of success. 

They based their legitimacy 
primarily on Islamic tradition 
with the exaggerated puritanical 
stri ct ures of “official Islam.” 


Another source of legitimary for 
iti-Zmoist sta 


appeared on the flag of one of the 
most secular of Arab : 


Tbe purpose of tbe exhaustive 
Zionis t s tudy of the crusader state 
is precisely to draw tiie lessons 
needed to avoid the mistakes that 
led to its fete. We can draw on 
these Zionist studies, and con- 
dude that there were three gener- 
al causes that led to the fiumrc of 
tbe crusader state, and we will 
note how the Zionists benefited 
from these studies. 


Tbe Arab reaction 


1. Internal causes: 


a) The intellectual stagnation 
academic impoverishment of 

the crusaders and their lade of 
understanding of their own prob- 
lems and surroundings. Israel, by 
contrast, established a solid fond 
of educational, scientific and 
technological achievements, 
which ft utilised to create a milit- 
ary industrial complex which is 
the backbone of tie state. 

b) The failure of the crusaders 
to develop an agrarian commun- 
ity and their dependence on the 
peasants for their food supply. 
The Zionists have established 
kibutzes and moshaves and ex- 
cluded Arab farm labour, at die 
outset, from participating in their 
form and food industry. 

c) The political divisions 
amongst tbe crusaders that led to 
fragmentation and even military 
confrontations at later stages. 
Even at the bright of the divisions 
between Labour and the revisioo- 


Whiie the Zionists poceived 
then mission dearly as ideutfiy- 
ing with the West in confronting 
die Arabs and Muslims, our task 
in meeting tiie Zionist challenge 
has been more problematic. Toe 
crusader model, which was 
adopted almost instinctively by 
the people and the intellectual 
elite, meant that political unity 
would bring a bout a military solu- 
tion and reclaim tbe land. It 
implied first that unity in fact was 
achievable and second that the 
present day Middle East is cap- 
able of confronting the West and. 
it s p rotege. 

This was a neat model — ft 
appealed to the Arab-Muslim 
people's sense of justice and 
violation, and ft provided a living 
connection with tbe glorious past. 
Unfortunately, this model was 
too neat. It simply failed to take 
into account the existing reafities 
and balance of power. 

In the eight-century interlude 
between the arrival of the crusad- 
ers and the arrival of the Zionists 
profound historical changes have 
taken place. The rough equiva- 
lence between tbe Arab-Mnstims 
and the West has dramatically 
shifted and been replaced by 
dominance and subjugation. Dur- 
ing this interval, Europe was able 
to curb the absolute powers of tbe 


Throughout 
provided tiie 
by all kinds t 


states. This 
should not necessa ri ly convey re- 
ligknftybai is perhaps more of an 
appeal to the resonance these 
symbols have in the hearts of the 
people. But Islam cannot, and 
should never be, defined by one 
that claims its kgitiinacy. 
its history, Elam has 
the flowing robes worn 
all kinds of political and cultu- 
ral trends. Tbe Islam of justice 
and tolerance should never be 
conceded to tiie practitioners of 
repression and intolerance. 

There is no reason to believe 
that the forces that have imder- 
mined Arab nationalism win be 
less able to undermine Islamic 
revival. On the contrary, they will 
bare the added forces of religious 
minorities. Braking the outlook 
for Islamic nnhy no more promo- 
mg than that of Arab unity. To 
the people of various Arab states, 
who continue tbe descent into 
degradation and dep ri va ti on — 
jobless, hopeless ana undignified, 
emulating the precedents of tiie 
glorious past, such as the rise of 
Islam and the jihad against the 
crusaders, seems to be appealing 
and logical com pa red to the ex- 
isting alternatives. 

Tbe alternatives present in the 
nation-state system fall into three 


them was tbe anti-Zionist stand 
and the exprewed support of the 

PaUcfmian fnM Recent 

developments smpe the Gplff war 
have added stresses on, and 
opportunities to, this stand that 
remains to be realised. 

Although the rich monarchies 
have managed reasonably well 
for themselves, they have had to 
continually defend themselves 
against tiie accusa tio n that they 
have feBen short in their s up po rt 
of their fellow Arabs and Mns- 

Bm». 

Their record on human and 
dvfl rights has to im prove sub- 
stantially before their model be- 
comes .attractive. 


3) The Arab poor 


specifically Jordan and Morocco, 
have also chosen the w estern 
umbrella for protection and pur- 
sued a limi ted free ente r p ris e 
system with a large role for the 


bureaucracy andpubtic sector in 
r. Tbe anti 


the 


anti-Zionist 
cost it the West 


Bank. It was left with a large 
tinians who 


population of Palestinian s 
involved in tbe private sector, 
emerged, after initial set- 
as a major source of sup- 
port for die regime. 


In pursuit of modernisation 
and state building, this group also 
used Islamic legitimacy but with- 
out severe official strictures. 
They, specifically Jordan, have 
been makrac progress by foe gra- 


1) The “revolutionary” repub- 
lics, 

2) tbe royal oil rich sta te s, 

3) The Arab poor states. 


dual development of constitution- 
al monarchy, respect for human 
rights, control of bureaucratic in- 
efficiency and the irafispenabfe 
ingredient of an expanding free 


1) Tbe revofaftkmuy repsb 

Bo carried oat the mandate of 


enterprise system. 

These measures, along with 
free and open borders across the 
region, provide the ingredients 
for mea n ing ful development and 
empowerment. 


In search o t new strategies 


Coming from a generation 
firmly committed to antr- 
hnpeniUsm, anti-Zkmisn, social- 


ism. 

. Rising initially on a tide of 
pop ul ar ity and optimism they a& 
eventually faded to cany out 
(heir mandate. They ended op as 
corrupt military dictatorships 
with impo v e ris hed and dmBu> 
siooed citizens who have paid the 
price for the feflnres of their 
(fiedtoo. 

Tbe choice of “Arab socialism” 
in particular led to depriving-tbe 
Arab people of their singtdar, 
historical assets as traders and 
mer c hants. To' complicate mat- 
ters further, they turned over 
existing indouries and costly new 
factories to the hands of govern- 
ment bureaucrats and army brass 
with tbe outcome known to adL 
They also encouraged xenopho- 
bia and deprived the tourist in- 
dustry from realising its unrivaled 

is! 


ism and o pposition to the reao- 
Arab regfoa 


regimes, it is not 
cosy, but ft is honest, for me to 
admit that out beliefs have played 
a major role in oar defeat*. 
Ambitious goals, rooted in simple 
concepts tit p e r ce ived justice, 
were thwarted by the very real 
world of power politics. Having 
faded to come to grips with the 
unpleasant realities of power, we 


the fondest expectations 
of our enemies. It is fair to say 
that we can 31 afford to pursue 
our delusions anymore. 


All the sacrifices that tire 
ci ti z enry had to endure were 
made in die name of c on f ronting 
Israel and “those behind Israel, 8 
asGamal Abdul Nasser said, only 
to pOe up a record of ux major 
war losses and countless acts of 
violence and destruction. 

Today these states provide the 
most fertile grounds tor tbe em- 
ergence of Islamic fimdameatal- 


We have co nf ronted tbe West 
as the enemy, undaunted by tbe 
obvious disparity in power, 
accepting racial and religious 
r ap w e for tbe conflict, tbns en- 
dowing it with permanence and 
impenetrability. We have asked 
oar tenders to confront the West 
and win. This they could not do. 
Those of them who confronted 
the West were broken and the 


“Restraining govern- 
ment ami releasing the 
energies of the people 
to compete and to 
bnlld institutions, 
businesses and factor- 
ies, within our tradi- 
tional concepts of jus- 
tice, wiB lead to laying 
down a solid founda- 
tion of power. This 
cannot be achieved 
without genuine insti- 
tutional respect tor 
human and the 

tights of minorities.” 


way w 

abufty 


others who appeased the West 
were labeled as traitors. Either 
we deprived them of the 
to manoeuvre or survive 
until dignity. 

Tbe idea of co nfro nt in g the 
West has'kept us from exploring, f 
as others have done, the potential 
of benefit from dealing with tiie 
capitalist side — as opposed to 


As for the feraefi t&neatfcm, ft 
seems reasonable for as to jive 
s up port to our represem at w Ri 
who are striving to come to terms 
with Israel by offering prospects 
of real pence for a&. Real peace ^ 
wiU have to fttifiD the political^ . 
aspirations of ttePbkstinumpto. 
pte in their homeland. as it resi- 
fees the pcumafisatioa of relations 
of Israel with the Arab World; 
wftfa open bordcre and free trade. 

It should be dear to all that penea 
will bring its own dmdends of 
development and p r o sp eri ty 

In our quest for Justice, we 
have embraced socofem and en- 
ded up with state capitalfem..wtih 
ft* all-intrusive system of corrupt 
bureaucracy and stiffing security 
apparatus. Thfe wrought havoc 
on the eco n o mi c, as wcH as mOr- 
aL.febric of our societie s. Res - 
t raining government and releas- 
ing the energies of tbe- people to 
compete audio build fostftutmoa, 

and factories, wvtfam p 
onr traditional concepts of jus- 
tice, will lead to laying down ■ 
solid foundation of power. Tim 
cannot be achieved without 
genuine constitutional respect for 
human rights and tbe rights of 
minorities. 

In our pursuit of political unity, 
we challenged the legitimacy of 
nation-states and we were met 
with the might of the govern- 
ments of these states. Rivalries 
between tbe leaders of these 
states and the designs they had on 
each other resulted in erectiiqg 
higher barriers between these 
states. This contributed to wreck- 
ing tiie economies of tbe region 
and led to a ffifferemiatian in 
levels of development that made 
unity even less attainable. It . 
should be onr u nw avering com- s 
nritment to work towards a 
meaningful functional unity by 
opening the borders between 
Arab stales, allowing free move- 
ment of people and goods, 
guaranteeing security of invest- 
ment as well as basic human 
rights for all. This objective can- 
not be realised if tbe government 
of one state feds th reate ned by 
the claims of citizens of another. 
Therefore, in order to achieve 
this find and meaningful unity, 
we have to start by accep ting 
unanimously and explicitly the 
sovereignty of aO Arab states in 
their present borders and then 
procee d to deliberately and irrev- 
ersibly build reriooal integration.- 

A model of mis kind of salty is 
being gradually achieved by tiie 
Europeans in our lifetime. After 


the racist side — of the West. We 
should abandon tbe view of tiie 
West as a monolith and explore, 
to our advantage, tiie cou tradi- 
tions and currents within and 
amongst its various components. 
At this stage, no one can stay out 
of tiie world economic order, and 
it is our challenge to find a role 
bigger than that of exporters of 
raw materials and impoverished 
c on s nm e is of inferior products or 
profligate consumers of luxury 
H ems. We have to give tiie West 
an incentive for, and a stake in, 
onr development and not in our 
stagnation. We would do well in 
thfe regard to stiKfy the history of 
die development of South East 
Asa and team from its experi- 
ence with joint ventures and 
transfer of technology. We would 
also do wefl to study the outcome 
of the policy of accomodation 
that Germany and Japan pursued 
after World War n defeat, and 
the factors that compelled the 
Soviet Union to panne thfe 
polity in the recent past. 


We have also confronted Zion- 
ism as a western crusade, making 
no distinction between the Jewish 
state and the Christian West. Tbe 
conflict and perceived animosity 
between the Arab Muslim East 
and the Christian West has been 
the lifeline of Israel, and we did 
all we conld to keep thfe lifeline 
alive. In order to diffuse thfe 
animosity we have to the 

West in direct dialogue at multi- 
ple levels and without the self- 
serving intermediaries and inter- 
preters. 


in two world wan m tins century,' 
they have been steadily overcome 
mg the many o bstacles in their 
way to unity. It behooves us to 
note that they are discussing 
these obstacles in twelve lan- 
guages and not one. It is not 
acceptable to say that we are 
incapable of achieving this kind 
of unity just “because we are 
Arabs.” 

Meaningful reforms, with 
tangible improvements in the 
quality of hfe for tbe people, 
particularly in the economic and 
political spheres, wiD have to be 
achieved. Otherwise, the ever- 
rising tide of e x trem i st Island? 
movements win be more appeal- 
ing, and likely to gain gr o un ds. 

As the worid fe being redefined 
in the post cold war era, wc 
should not shrink from question- 
ing our assumptions. We should 
encourage debate and tolerate 
each other’s ideas, no matter bow 
troubling or unworthy they might 
seem. We should strive never to 
be deprived, as tbe majority of 
the people of tbe Middle East inn 
been, of the fruits of the minds of 
free men and women. 


Tbe writer, a medical doctor in 
TaylorviUe, Illinois, is vice- 
president of tbe Arab American 
University Graduates (AAUG) 
and author of the book “ History 
of the Expedition to Jerusalem", 
published by Dar Al Sbumk in 
1990. A copy of tins article was 
given to tbe Jordan Times by tbe 
American Arab Anti- 
piscriminatioa Committee 
(ADC) office in Amman. 


Mideast 


By Abba Eban 


NEW YORK — Tbe rival doc- 
trines in the Israeli-Palesunian 


a triumph of realism and self-interest, not iHpai ; sm 

— * ty in which Palestinians have no- virtue. not to be lectured aboc 

thing to gain. That is why we have Governing a rebellions alien by those whose only i 
both agreed to disengage from ft. people is the only impossibility in has been to tighten the 

The decision of the Israeli this liheratino 9D# Af -- -1*. - . 


to prefer war and death to peace 
ana li‘ 


debate are “territories for peace” 
and permanent Israeli rule over 


all tiie territories and peoples in 
the West Bank and Gaza. A 
conventional fallacy presents 
these as theories still awaiting 
experimental judgment. This is 
untrue. 


Territories for peace has been 
tested for 14 years through the 
Egyptian-Israeli treaty. Israeli 
military rule over the West Bank 
and Gaza has been tested by the 
experience of 26 years. Territor- 
ies for peace has emerged with 
manifest success in the only con- 
text in which it has been applied. 
With Sinai under Israeli rule, we 
lost 3,000 dead in the 1967-1970 
war of attrition and the war of 
1973. And, so long as we control- 
led the Suez Canal, war was 
eventually inevitable. With tiie 
treaty in force, we have lost not 
one person, and war is virtually 
inconceivable. 

To prefer the previous situa- 


__ life. 

Retention of military rule, on 
the other hand, has had zero 
success. The areas involved are 
.Still predominantly Arab in de- 
mography and national passions. 
The Palestinians and the Israelis 
share no common memory, senti- 
ment, experience or aspiration. 
And the gulf widens daily. 

The relationship between the 
Israeli rulers and the population 
under their sway is much like 
what an ancient Greek historian 
expressed in another context: 
“The strong impose what 


they 


>ng 1 . 

wish and the weak suffer what 
they must." The total absence of 
harmony, equality and coherence 
makes this one of the most volca- 


The decision .of the Israeli 
cabinet to help the Palestinians 
begin their adventure of freedom 
is a triumph not for virtue and 
idealism, but for realism and 
mutual self-interest. Israelis and 
Palestinians reached their new 
convergence only because they 
are intensely dissatisfied with 
their existing condition. 

Diverse currents bf history 
helped to make the ground fruit- 
ful for change. The Gulf " 
increased Israel’s securi 
crushing the militar y 


war 

by 


it of 


ihing tl 

Iraq. Syria has never attacked 
Israel without Egypt simul- 
taneously attacking from the rear 
and without the Soviet Union 


nic, hate-ridden and monstrously providing a safety net. President 
unbalanced “societies” in the Hafez Assad of Syria knows that 

he has no E&vntian or Soviet 


world. 

The 1.8 million Palestinians in 
the territories have neither the 
human rights of Israeli citizens 
nor the ability to establish a 
separate political identity: This 
situation violates our nation's 
democratic structure. It is a socie- 


supportfora 
and that hfe 


er round of war 
own armies are 


no match for an Israel kept 

and lech- 


of alertness 


at a 


no 

States. We 


this' li 

Released from the tenor of 
nuclear war, our generation feces 
new priorities. Drey are tbe struc- 
ture of states, the interdepend- 
ence of economies, the defence of 
the environment and die increas- 
ing obsolescence of military solu- 
tions. 

Tbe Israeli-Pales tinian agree- 
ments are not far-reaching in 
their content. They fell short of 
what the Palestinians could have 
achieved by accepting the auton- 
omy provisions of the Camp 
David accords, winch both Likud 
and Labour backed in 1979. 

Beniamin Netanyahu's raging 
about Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon 
Peres therefore fells far below the 
traditioqs of troth and civility 
upheld by former opposition 
leaders. Mr. Rabin has prepared 
and led great armies in battle and 
has learned what Churchill once 
called “the fading 


not to be lectured about security 
innovation 

. , ; ie severities 

of the military regime. 

The 53 per cent of Israelis who 

have supported tbe new agree- 
ments in early polls are described 
m the media as “a narrow major- 
ity, but in Israel 53 per cent is 
something of a landslide. 

The Palestinians understand 
that they are struggling not to get 
what they wanted but to save' 
what they ran 


beyond the emotional capacit 
Muslim and Arab societ 
^ab-Israeii contacts h; 
evolved in revolutionary fash 
e Whether and how the Pat 
nians advance to higher form 
independence, probably in a 
muon with Jordan, is large h 
them to decide. The vimx 
these modest arrangement! 
that they put co-exist enct l 
test in reality, and not in 
interchange of rhetoric. 


. -- — - — - - - — o o~— of milit- 

emacDcy by the United ary success.” Mr. Peres is the 
fe are celebrating a vie- architect of Israel’s arms indus- 


tory of dete r ren ce, not of utopian fry. Both men can rightly expect 


The Israelis’ essential nature is 
to deploy their democracy and 
cultural and social lineage in a 
worid community that is wide 
open to them for the first time, 
Israel s flag flies in embassies in a 
totndred capitals. The peace pro- 
cess has ended our international 
isolation before achieving optim- 

SL S 2? nty Tbere bet- 
ter things for Israelis to do than 
chase stone-throwers in Gaza’s 
squalid alleys. 

new agreement, together 
jmb the Egyptian-Israeli treaty, 
refutes the common &nacv rh» 


Israel's first 

Wetzmann, said of J« 
was there that wails 
before the sound of tn 
have never heard of wj 
omit m that way.” 

It may seem utopian I 
positive images at a tii 


the memory~of bloods 
s- But in die 


grievous. Ul ^ 
“ftions can flourish c 
they recognise what t 
own interest demands 


J common fallacy that 

accommodation with Israel is' 


^writer is a former 

ambassador 
Thu ankh fe 

trom m? Los 
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^Jordan, Israel sign agenda 


(Continued from page 1) 

range of outstanding issues and agenda, whi 
lead to “a comprehensive peace will give a i 
that will transform the lives of all the other n 
our peoples.” *“ Russian 1 

‘ Israel’s chief peace negotiator, dal Victor I 
Eiyakim Rubinstein, said the view, saying 
agreement with Jordan was “yet yesterday a 
another step in a long road to supported, 
peace.” Mr. Rubinstein bad negotiating 


^opposed the accords with the 

"Hie product of 22 months of 
painstaking diplomacy, the 
Jordau-Israel agreement could 
lead to settlement of the border 
between the two countries and 
launch joint efforts to harness 
water resources and protect the 
environment. 

■ Mr. Rubinstein said: “Today 
we are making yet another step in 
the long road to peace between 
Israel and Jordan within the joint 
effort provided by the Madrid 
formula towards a comprehensive 
peace. 

* “The direct negotiations be- 
tween Israel and Jordan have 
achieved this common agenda. 

, which obviously is more than a 
( v ' list of items to be negotiated. It 
details and summarises the princi- 
ples which will guide us in the 
coming negotiations.’’ 1 

Israel and Jordan signed the 
document at the State Depart- 
ment where they have met 
periodically for the past two years 
as part of the U.S.- and Russian- 
sponsored peace talks. 

Introducing the Israeli and 
Jordanian delegations, U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher called the signing “a very 
important step toward that com- 
prehensive peace” in foe Middle 
East. 

Since the PLO is not recog- 
nised as a state, the Israeli- 
Jordanian framework agenda 
marked foe first agreement be- 
tween Israel and an Arab state 
f? since the 1979 peace treaty be- 
tween Israel ana Egypt. 

“Yesterday I expressed the 
hope that we could see progress 
toward a comprehensive peace 
between Israel and all her Arab 
neighbours,” Mr. Christopher 
said at the initialling ceremony. 

“Today we take a very impor- 
tant step toward that very com- 
prehensive peace with the initiall- 
ing of the Israeli-Jordan substan- 
tive agenda ... we believe today’s 


agenda, which has been finalised, 
will give a strong momentum to 
the other negotiations.” ' 

Russian Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial Victor Posuvaluk echoed that 
view, saying “the success reached 
yesterday and today has to be 
supported, by progress on all 
negotiating tracks. Only then will 
it be possible to reach a compre- 
hensive peace in the Middle 
East” 

The Israeli-Jordanian agenda 
outlines foe main issues before 
tiie two countries as they negoti- 
ate peace with security, borders, 
water resources and Palestinian 
refugees living in Jordan (see 
separate stories). 

In Amman, Jordanian officials 
had played down the significance 
of the signing. 

“It is not a breakthrough but 


marcation of the country's south- ... . 
em border, in Wadi Arabs,” foe-;'' ' 
official said. 

He stressed that Jordan wanted 
to recover 350 square kilometres . 
of territory — covering a strip 
between foe Gulf of Aqaba and 
foe southern tip of the bead Sea, 
and territory in the north der 
scribed as “crucial” for Jordan’s 
access to water resources. * ■ 

On another front, Israeli De- 
puty Foreign Minister Yosi 
Beilin, who played a. key role in . 
secret negotiations with foe PLO, 
told USA Today that Israel was 
“ready to withdraw” on * the 
Golan Heights in order to get a - 
peace agreement with Syria.- 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad “will not find a more mod- 
erate government,” Mr. Beilin 
said. 

Syria meanwhile criticized the 
PLO over the White House cere- 
mony of foe signing erf its peace 


Majali announces separation of delegation 


itjs not a orownuougn iom ^ ^ it had 

an ordinary event which deab ^ Jewish stkteto score 

with the issues that need to be _ 


debated by the Israeli and Jorda- 
nian delegations in order to reach 
a ' comprehensive peace," said 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am A1 
Majali. 

Jordan has said foe agenda has 
been ready for several months 
but was suspended until substan- 
tive progress was made on the 
Israeli-Palestinian tracks of the 
peace process. 

But the PLO-Israeli autonomy 
accord warranted certain changes 
in the Jordaniao-Israeli agenda 
and it had to be modified, a 
high-ranking Jordanian official 
said. 

The official warned, however, 
that a Jordani an-Israeli peace 
deal cannot.be signed unless foe 
final status of tbe occupied terri- 
tories was defined and their rela- 
tions with Jordan spelled out. 

In its initial blueprint the agen- 
da said that borders between 
Israel and Jordan must be demar- 
cated on foe basis of boundaries 
charted during foe British man- 
date over Palestine “without 
jeopardising tbe territories under 
the rule of foe. Israeli military 
administration.” 

Bnt after foe historic signing of 
the PLO-Israeli accord these ter- 
ritories should be referred to as 
autonomous Palestinian territory. 

“We must quickly resolve our 
differences with Israel which are 
related to security and tbe de- 


Arafat woos U.S. Congress 

(Con tinned from page 1) 

Q^ JundiTOo^d'wtnt on tcic* fogt Wffited .-Ngjitw ^^ug 
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pitch, for American' -supports i.'-r’ 
t During foe'hour-long encoun- 
ter, Mr. Arafat disked the sena- 
tors to modify U.S. laws barring 
aid to foe PLO so that Washing- 
sK ton could provide financial back- 
, v f ifig for Palestinian autonomy in 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
6ank town of Jericho. 

„ Mr. Mitchell told reporters Mr. 


iuqufre v -ttett * 

Arab ^ntiol.’ .. , ■ ‘ 

Asked if he would accept inter- 
national status for the city, Mr. 
Arafat smiled and replied, “ask- 
Rabin if he will accept this inter- 
nationalisation of Jerusalem." 

Mr. Rabin has said he would 
never agree to relinquishing any 
part of the dfy. 

“I have to respect what he’s 


Arafat had displayed “a very saying and I hope he will respect 
strong commitment to the pro- what I am saying,” said Mr. 


strong commitment to the pro- 
cess” and said Congress would 
work with foe U.S. administra- 
tion to find “the best and most 
appropriate way to take action.” 

, He said be had ordered a com- 
plete review of the laws barring 
‘aid to the PLO. 

- Mr. Dole said Mr. Arafat’s 
message was “well received.” 

“I didn’t think I'd live long 
enough to meet Yasser Arafat in 
foe United States Capitol," said 
the Kansas senator. 

. Mr. Arafat made no comments 
tp reporters as he left the Senate, 
heading across town to address a ! 
luncheon gathering at the Nation- 
al Press Club. 

„ He hoped to visit Jerusalem 
*tvery soon,” be said. 

. Asked why be did not call on 
hardline Palestinian groups to re- 
nounce “terrorism," he pointed 
to the accord with Israel in which 
foe PLO renounced violence and 
said, “I have done it.” 

- The PLO leader planned a 
return trip to the Capitol in foe 
afternoon to meet with members 
of foe House of Representatives 
before flying to New York for a 
meeting with U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali. 

Mr. Arafat dismissed an Ira- 
nian declaration that it would 
mobilise Muslim fundamentalists 
in opposition to the Israeli-PLO 
accord as “slogans, slogans." 

He said that two years agp he 
told Iranian president Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, “we are not going to 
import any confusion from any 
country.” 

He denied he supported Iraq in 
foe Gulf war, saying his goal was 
“to solve this question within the 
Arab family.” He said he early on 
called for withdrawal of Iraq from 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Arafat was ebullient in his 
press dub appearance, drawing 
repeated laughter from the audi- 
ence. When a questioner asked 
“who is your enemy now?” Mr. 
Arafat turned to moderator 
Dayton Boyce and said, “you." 

■ Then laughing, he grasped Mr. 
Boyce’s hand and said, “because 
he is quizzing me to much with bis 
questions." 

In contrast to Monday's formal 
ceremony in which he spoke in 
Arabic, Mr. Arafat spoke in En- 
glish and discarded nis prepared 
speech. He said he wanted to 
speak “from heart to heart.” 

Referring to East Jerusalem as 
“our Arab Jerusalem,” he said 


what I am saying, saia mt. 
Arafat. 

He said a solution could be 
found “through negotiations and 
through good -will." 

Asked whether he was daunted 
by the task of governing, Mr. 
Arafat said: “They have to 
understand that we have orga- 
nised many countries as Palesti- 
nians.” He referred to Palesti- 
nians in exile who have served in 


allowed the Jewish state to score 
a propaganda* coup. 

“Not a single tear was shed for 
foe mothers of the Palestinian 
martyrs, who fell during Israel’s 
aggressive wars against the 
Arabs,” Damascus Radio said, 
referring to the signing Monday. 

“The party in Washington was 
a good opportunity for (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) Rabin to 
polish up Israel’s image. We 
don’t know who to thank for 
giving him fois.-cbance,” it said. 

“Rabin wanted to take advan- 
tage of the White House cere- 
mony to wipe out the memories 
of the terrorist character of 
Israel, which was so well shown 
up by the Syrian delegation" at 
the Middle East peace conference 
in October 1991. 

Syria’s official press gave front- 
page coverage to demonstrations 
to protest foe historic PLO-Israel 
autonomy accord, with headlines 
warning of a “catastrophe" to 
come in tbe Arab World. 

A U.S. administration .official 
said on Monday that Damascus 
had assured the United States it 
would use its influece on groups 
opposing foe landmark accord for 
autonomy. 

The official said, “we have 
been told by the Syrians that they 
would do what they can to affect 
those Palestinians who might be 
opposed but they also suggested 
that the scope of their influence 
might not be enough.'’ 


top management posts in a num- 
ber of Arab states. 

At the press club , Nfo Andat 

ioiitihurSr curt ,««, 

appeared puzzled^- usable to 
understand His- accents “A 

chameleon,” he explained. 

He pouted out that he is the 
military commander of the PLO, 
and added, “do you ask General. 
(Colin) Powell to change his' 
clothes?” Powell is the chairman 
of tbe Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Americans have watched with 
fascination as Mr. Arafat, 64, in 
checkered keffiyeh and military 
uniform, assumed the role of 
peacemaker, shaking the hand of 
Mr. Rabin and pledging to “give 
peace a real chance.” 

President Bill Clinton pledged 
to take the lead in marsh ailing 
international aid needed to make 
foe autonomy plan work, but it 
remains to be seen bow much the 
United States, beset by budgetary 
constraints, will contribute.^ 


(Continued from page 1) 

and Lebanon and Israel were 
lagging behind. 

By the same token, now that 
-Israel and the Palestinians 
have reached agreement, it is 
. time for Jordan as well as the 

- other parties in the peace pro- 
cess — Syria and Lebanon — 
to move ahead, he said. “We 
hope that the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks will do the 
same (as Jordan) in the coming 
few days.” 

- “We hope that tbe birth of 
this entity will give an incentive 

. : to all other parties to come 
together" and advance the 
peace process, he said of the 
Israel-PLO accord. 

He also expressed hope that 
in view of the progress in the 
bilateral talks, Syria and Leba- 
non would drop their boycott 
of tbe multilateral negotiations 
“so that comprehensiveness 
will take place.” 

“We believe in a compre- 
hensive peace settlement....,” 
he said. “Peace cannot be in 
small pieces and (there can be 
no) separate peace treaty with 
any party. It is not in tbe 
interest of any Arab country to ; 
do that...” 

The prime minister emphati- 
cally rejected suggestions that 
Jordan's role in the peace pro- . 
cess was being marginalised 
and said the .Kingdom would 
continue to play a leading role 
in regional affairs. - 

“Jordan is essential for ev- 
erything. We are the joint for 
.all sides in the four directions,” 
Dr. Majali said. “We have 
done a great deal and the 
world knows about our rights. 
We hope this is appreciated by 
the whole world. 

“We initiated peace... in- 
sisted on (Israeli) recognition 
of foe separate leadership of 
the Palestinian people. We will 
continue our initiatives,” he 
said. “We will not lose our 
initiative. We will not lose our 
stand.” 

The term “marginalisation 
of Jordan” is used by Israel to 
serve its own purposes, he 
said. ‘This ball game is no 
longer accepted,” he said, 
adding that reports of “sepa- 
rate deals and agreements” are 
also used by the Jewish state to 
create problems among the 
Arabs negotiating peace with 
it. 

Dr. Majali described Jor- 

-nr<€dntfiitifcd Gtofi'p&ge 1) ' 

year on Wednesday. In a message 
taped by Israel Television, foe 
king wished Israelis “shana tova" 
(a happy new year). 

Mr. Rabin’s surprise visit to 
Morocco came 16 days alter it 
emerged that Israel and the PLO 
had negotiated a secret deal 

The king conferred with Mr. 
Rabin during a previous term as 
prime minister in October 1976 
when the Israeli leader arrived 
incognito wearing a mopfaead wig 
and spectacles. Their talks 
yielded no results. 

The king once said: “Peace is 
impossible unless you talk to tbe 
enemy." But his efforts angered 
other Arab leaders including 
Syria and Libya who called him 
"a traitor to the Arab cause." 
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dan’s reservations over the 
Israel-PLO agreement as 
“minor” and saia tbe Kingdom 
would raise the issues with the 
PLO. 

Most of the items included in 
the Israel-PLO agreement, 
which was worked out in secret 
negotiations in Oslo, Norway, 
were discussed in Washington 
during the bilateral talks, he 
said. 

“We are going to look into it 
to see whether there are things 
that are going to hurt Jordan or 
not.” he said; 

He said Jordan had no 
reason to believe that foe 
agreement had a “secret” 
annex and that such sugges- 
tions could be the work of 
those who oppose the peace 
process (U.S. official dismisses 
reports, page 10). 

Dr. Majali ruled out forcing 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin to choose between Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian nationali- 
ties when a Palestinian entity is 
created in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“They have a right to Jorda- 
nian citizenship,” he said. It is' 
a right that Jordan gave them, 
and “you cannot take it back. 
This is not a game ... we 
cannot force and push people 
to do things.” 

“There will not be any 
pushing around," Dr. Majali 
said. ‘They are free. If they 
want to stay, they can stay. If 
not, they can go back to their 
homeland.” 

At foe same time, Jordan 
would welcome the decision by 
Palestinians who choose to go 
back since it would boost their 
political leadership in the occu- 
pied territories, he said, dis- 
missing.: a question whether 
Jordan, had any specific num- 
bers in mind. 

In any event, he said at 
another point during the press 
conference, there were at least 
four different categories of 
Palestinians living in Jordan 
and elsewhere in foe diaspora 
and their future was one of foe 
key issues that the Kingdom 
would be negotiating with 
Israel. He did not provide any 
figures.. 

He said those who were 
forced out of Palestine in 1948 
were “refugees,” those who 
fled in 1967 were “displaced 
people,” and those who were 
expelled by Israel after 1967 
were “deportees. 1 ' - 
m «*ASSl tho 

T&gifly rpjjpigp^tipn cases,” he- 
said. «•■•!***» 

i.. The prime minister said the 


Jordan-Israel agenda for nego- 
tiations clearly defined that a 
peace agreement would be 
based on U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions 242 and 338 
which call for peace in ex- 
change for land. 

. He listed the five main topics 
and said: 

“We have to discuss (every- 
thing), item by item, evaluat- 
ing the effects,” he said, 
adding that if foe implementa- 
tion of certain measures was 
found necessary to advance the 
process Jordan would do so as 
long as the “basic principles” 
for a peace agreement have, 
been agreed upon. 

“While Israel wants norma- 
lisation before the'*jpfrmci-'' 
pies, we are saying that agree- 
ment on principles will make 
us feel relaxed ... he said. 

Tbe prime minister said Jor- 
dan consistently opposed 
Israeli manoeuvres to retain its 
- stranglehold on the economy 
of the occupied territories. He 
said the Kingdom rejected an 
Israeli move to impose a ceil- 
ing on possible Jordanian ex- 
ports to the West Bank and 
impose custom tariffs. 

Jordan, which is prevented 
by Israel from exporting to foe 
. occupied territories, buys up to ! 
$70 million worth of Palesti- | 
nian products every year. 

The prime minister said the 
economic aspect of the PLO- 
Israel agreement and the 
■Jordanian role in it would be 
discussed in detail with tbe 
PLO.' 

In July, Jordan and the PLO 
formed six joint committees to 
deal with border and security 
affairs, refugees, economic 
cooperation, water, arma-' 
ment, and regional security 
and the environment Only the 
border and security affairs 
committee and tbe economic 
cooperation committee have 
met so far. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan 
would be sending a delegation 
ta a Sept. 20 meeting at the 
World Bank on an economic 
development progra m me for 
the occupied territories. “Jor- 
dan is a state and it has its own 
(concerns) with the World 
Bank. The Palestinians will be 
there to take, their (concerns) 
on their own hands. We will try 
to coordinate and help, each 
other.” 

(An informed official source ■ 
said the delegation would be at 
expert frpm theminiitries ■ 
.(^•.finanrt^Tici: plffim.ijg „ajid . 
that Jordan ; had approved a 
WorkijRank report on econo- 


mic development in the occu- 
pied territories). 

Dr. Majali reiterated that 
any discussionon the proposal 
for a confederation between 
Jordan and a Palestinian entity 
had to await the restoration of 
Palestinian rights. Then, be 
said, both Palestinians and 
Jordanians would be asked to 
decide on the shape of their 
future relations. 

“I imagine that it will be a 
confederation, but we have to 
consult the Jordanian people 
on this,” he said. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan was 
not underestimating foe dan- 
gers that lurk in efforts for a 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. “Tbe aftermath of 
peace is more dangerous than 
foe aftermath of war since in 
war everything is destroyed 
and people are willing to 
accept anything,” he said. 

But people will react posi- 


tively when they are fully in - 
formed of the details, and see 
“the fruits of peace” the same 
way they react negatively when 
they see “bad things” resulting 
from peace. 

The prime minister said Jor- 
dan was not formally aware oi 
anv PLO plans concerning the 
one brigade of Palestine Li- 
beration Army (PLA) sta- 
tioned in Jordan. 

“If they (PLO) decide to 
take them to the West Bank it 
is their decision to do so,” he 
said. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan pre- 
ferred to keep the peace talks 
in Washington “since we need 
the sponsors” to step in and 
when disputes arose. 

Furthermore, he pointed out 
that moving the talks to ihe 
Middle East region was not 
feasible yet, if only because 
“we have not recognised 
Israel.” 
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President Bill Clinton: Prime Minister Rabin, Chairman 
Arafat, Foreign Minister Peres, Mr. Abbas* President Carter, 
Prescient Bush, distinguished guests. 

On behalf of the United States and Russia, co-sponsors of the 
Middle East peace process, welcome to' this great occasion of 
history and hope. 

Today we bear witness to an extraordinary act in one of 
history’s defining dramas, a drama that began in a time of our 
ancestors when the word went forth from a sliver of land between 
the River Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea. That hallowed piece 
of earth, and land of life and revelation is the home to the 
memories and dreams of Jews, Muslims, and- Christians through- 
out die world. 

As we all know, devotion to that land has also been the source 
of conflict and bloodshed for too long. Throughout this century, 
bitttemess between the Palestinian and Jewish people has robbed 
the entire region of its resources, its potential, and too many of its 
sons and daughters. The land has been so drenched in warfare and 
hatred, the conflicting claims of history etched so deeply in the 
souls of the combatants there, that many believe the past would 
always have the upper band. 

Then, 14 years ago, the past began to give way when, at this 
place and upon this desk three men of great vision signed their 
names to the Camp David ACcords. Today we honour the 
memories of Menachem Begin and Anwar Sadat, and we salute 
the wise leadership of President Jimmy Carter. 

Then, as now, we beard from those who said that conflict would 
come again soon. But the peace between Egypt and Israel has 
endured. Just so this bold new venture today, this brave gamble 
that the future can be better than the past must endure. 

Two years ago in Madrid, another president took a major step 
on the road to peace by bringing Israel and all her neighbours 
together to launch direct negotiations, and today we also express 
our deep thanks for the skillful leadership of President George 
Bush. 

Ever since Harry Truman first recognised Israel, every Amer- 
ican president. Democrat and Republican, has worked for peace 
between Israel and her neighbours. Now the efforts of all who 
have laboin -d before us bring us to this moment, a moment when 
we dare to pledge what for so seemed difficult even to imagine: 
that the security of the Israeli people will be reconciled with the 
hopes of the Palestinian people, and there will be more security 
and more hope for all. 

Today, the leadership of Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation will sign a declaration of principles on interim 
Palestinian self-government. It charts a course toward reconcilia- 
tion between two peoples who have both known the bitterness of- 
exile. Now both pledge to put old sorrows and antagonisms 
behind them and to -work for a shared future, shaped by the values 
of the Torah, the Koran and the Bible. 

Let us salute, also, today the government of Norway for its 
remarkable role in nurturing this agreement But of all — above 
all, let us today pay tribute to the leaders who had the courage to 
lead their people toward peace, away from the scars of battle, the 
wounds and the losses of the past, toward a brighter tomorrow. 
The world today thanks Prime Minister Rabin, Foreign Minister 
Peres and Chairman Arafat. 

Their tenacity and vision has given us the promise of a new 
beginning. What these leaders have done now must be done by 
others. Their achievement must be a catalyst for progress in all 
aspects of the peace process. And those of us who support them 
must be there to help in all aspects, for the peace must render the 
people who make it more secure. A peace of die brave is within 
our reach. Throughout the Middle East, there is a great yearning 
for the quiet miracle of a normal life. 

We know a difficult road Hes ahead. Every peace has its 
enemies, those who still prefer the easy habits of hatred to the 
hard labours of reconciliation. But Prime Minister Rabin has 
reminded us that you do not have, to make peace .with your 
friends. And the KoranTeacfaes that if the enemy inclines toward 
peace, do thou also incline towatd peace. 

Therefore, let ns resolve thatthis new mutual recognition wED 
be a continuing process in which the parties transform the veiy 
way they see aim understand each other. Let the skeptics of this 
peace recall what once existed among these people. There was a 
time when the traffic of ideas and commerce and pilgrims flowed 
uninterrupted among the cities of the fertile crescent. In Spain, in 
the Middle East, Muslims and Jews once worked together to write 
brilliant chapters in the history of literature and science. All this 
can come to pass again. 

Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Chairman, I pledge the active support 
of the United States of America to the difficult work that lies 
ahead. 

The United States is committed to ensuring that the people who 
are affected by this agreement will be made more secure by h, and 
to leading the world in marshalling the resources necessary to 
implement the difficult details that will make real the principles to 
which yon commit yourselves today. 

Together, let us imagine what can be accomplished if all the 
energy and ability the Israelis and the Palestinians have invested 
into you straggle can now be channeled into cultivating the land 
and freshening the waters, into ending the boycotts and creating 
new industry, into building a load as bountiful and peaceful as it is 
holy. Above all, let us dedicate ourselves today your region’s next 
generation. In this entire assembly, no one is more important than 
the group of Arab and Israeli children who are seated herewith us 
today. 

Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Chairman, tins day belongs to you. 
And because of what you have done, tomorrow belongs to them. 
We must not. leave them prey to the politics of extremism and 
despair, to those who would derail this process because they 
cannot overcome the fears and hatreds of the past We must not 
betray their future. For too long, the young of the Middle East 
have been caught in a web of hatred not of their own making. For 
too long, they have been taught from the chronicles of war. Now, 
we can give them the chance to know the season of peace. 

For them, we must realise the prophecy of Isaiah, that the cry 
violence shall no more be heard in your land, nor wreck nor rain 
within your borders. The children of Abraham, the descendants 
of Isaac and Ishmael, have embarked together on a bold journey. 
Together, today, with all our hearts and all our souls, we bid them 
Shalom, Salaam, Peace. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres: Mr. Presi- 
dent, your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. Mr. President, I 
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would like to thank you and the great American people for peace 
and support Indeed, I would like to thank all those who have 
macfa this day possible. What we axe doing today is more than 
signing an agreement; it is a revolution. Yesterday a dream; today 
a commitment. 

The Israeli and the Palestinian people, who fought each other 
for almost a century, have agreed to move decisively on the path 
of dialogue, understanding and cooperation. 

We live in an ancient land, and as our land is small, so must our 
reconciliation be great. As our wars have been long, so must our 
healing be swift. Deep gaps call for lofty bridges. I want to tell the 
Palestinian delegation that we are sincere, that we mean business. 
We do not seek to shape your life or determine your destiny. Let 
all of us turn from bullets to ballots, from to shovels. We 
shall pray with you. We shall offer you our help in making Gaza 
prosper and Jericho blossom again. 

As we have promised, we shall negotiate with you a permanent 
settlement, and with all oar neighbours a comprehensive peace, 
peace for all. 

We shall support the agreement with an economic structure. 
We shall convert the bitter triangle of Jordanians, Palestinians, 
and the Israelis into a triangle of political triumph and economic 
prosperity. We shall lower our barriers and widen our roads so 
goods ana guests will be able to move freely all about the places, 
holy and other places. 

This should be another genesis. We have to build a new - 
commonwealth on our old soil: a Middle East of the people, and a 
Middle East for the children. For their sake we must put an end to 
the waste of arms races and invest our resources in education. 

Ladies and gentlemen, two parallel tragedies have unfolded. 
Let us become a civic community. Let us bid once and for all 
farewell to wars, to threats, to human misery. Let us bid farewell 
to enmity, and may there be no more victims on either side. 

Let us build a Middle East of hope where today’s food is 
produced and tomorrow's prosperity is guaranteed, a region with 
a common market, a Near East with a long-range agenda. We 
owe it to our fallen soldiers, to the memories of the victims of the 
Holocaust. 

Our hearts today grieve for the lost life of young and innocent 
people yesterday m our own country. Let their memory be a 
foundation we are establishing today, a memory of peace on fr e sh 
and old terms. Suffering is, first of all, human. We also feel for the 
innocent loss of Palestinian life. We begin a new day. Hie day 
may be long and the challenges enormous. Our calendar must 
meet an intensive schedule. Mr. President, historically you are 
presiding over a most promising day in the very long histo ry of our 
region, of our people. 

I thank all of you, ladies and gentlemen, and let's pray 
together. Let’s add hope to determination, since all of ns since 
Abraham believe in freedom, in peace, in the blessing of our great 
land and-great spirit. 

From the eternal city of Jerusalem, from this green, promising 

lawn of the White House, let's say together in the language of our 

Bible: “Peace, peace to him that is far off and to him that is near,'" 
sayeth the Lord, “and I will bear.” Thank you. 


Mr. Mahmoud Abbas (PLO Executive Commit- 
tee): Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, in these historic 
moments, with feelings of joy that are mixed with a maximum 
sense of responsibility regarding events that are affecting our 
entire region* I greet you mid I greet this distinguished gathering. 
I hope that this meeting in Washington will prove to be the onset 
of a positive and constructive change that wul serve the interests 
of the Palestinian and the Israeli peoples. 

We have come to this point because we believe that peaceful 
coexistence and cooperation are tire only means for reaching 
understanding and for realising the hopes of the Palestinians ana 
the Israelis. The agreement we will sign reflects the decision we 
made in the Palestine Liberation Organisation to torn a new page 
in our relationship with Israel. 

We know quite well that this is merely the beginning of a 
'journey that is surrounded by numerous dangers and difficulties. 
And yet our mutual determination to overcome everything that 
stands in the way of the cause for peace, om common belief that 
peace is the only means to security and stability, and our mutual 
aspiration for a secure peace characterised by .cooperation, all this 
will enable us to overcome all obstacles with the support of the 
international community. And here I would like to mention in 
particular tire United States government, which will shoulder the 
responsibility of continuing to play an effective and distinct role in 
the next stage so that this great achievement may be completed. 

In this regard, it is important to me to affirm that we are 
looking forward with a great deal of hope and optimism to a date 
that is two years from today when negotiations over the final 
status of our country are set to begin. We will then settle the 
remaining fundamental issues, especially those of Jerusalem, the 
refugees and the settlements. At that tune, we mil be laying the 
hast wick in the edifice 'of peace whose foundation has been 
established today. 

Economic development is the principal challenge facing the 
Pa l esti ni an people after years of straggle during which our 
national infrastructure and institutions were overburdened and 
drained. We are looking to tire world for its support and 
encouragement in our struggle for growth and development which 
begins today. 

I t h a nk the government of the United States of America and 
the government of the Russian Federation for the part they 
played and for their efforts and their sponsorship of the peace 
process. I also appreciate the role played by the government of 
Norway in bringing about this agreement. And I look forward to 
seeing positive results soon on the remaining Arab-Israeh track so 
we can proceed together with our Arab brothers on this 
comprehensive quest for peace. Thank you. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher: Mr. 
President, Mr. Prime Munster, Chairman Arafat, members of the 
Congress, distinguished visitors, guests, friends and colleagues. 
I'm honoured to have witnessed the signing of this agreement on 
behalf of the United States. 

Millions of people have dreamed of this moment, this moment 
for this very region. The Israelis and the Palestinians have taken a 
dramatic step toward a just, lasting, and comprehensive peace 
that can lift the lives of the people of the Middle East They 
overcame seemingly insurmountable obstacles in. framing the 
declaration of principles and the terms for a mutual recognition. 


They have broken through the barriers of hatred and fear. 
Throughout the process they have demonstrated extraordinary 
courage and statesmanship. This gives genuine hope that they wiB 
complete the journey that has been begun today. 

This achievement was the product of sustained effort, interna- 
tional in scope and thoroughly bipartisan here in the United 
States. The foundation for foe breakthrough, as foepretident 
said, was laid at tire Madrid conference of October 1991, which 
overcame the impediments to direct Arab-Israeli talks and 
launched a real peace process. The Madrid success in turn could 
not have been realized without its own foundation, foe 1978 
Camp David accords and foe 1974 and 1975 disengagement 
agreements involving Israel, Egypt, and Syria. 

In the distinguished group here assembled today seated down 
here in the front rows, I see those responsible not only for today’s 
breakthougb, but also men and women who have toiled for 
decades in the search for peace in the Middle East. I salute and 
congratulate each one of you. 

I also salute and congratulate those who have helped at 
particular times. In particular, I express appreciation to Foreign 
Minister Holst and his Norwegian colleagues, who worked under 
very difficult circumstances — and made it possible to facilitate 
tire negotiation of the declaration of principles. We also owe a 
debt of gratitude to Foreign Minister Moussa and his Egyptian 
colleagues, and many, many others who gave unstinting help to 
the peace process. 

We are all proud of tins remarkable achievement, but we also 
understand that much remains to be done if this newly planted 
tree is to bear fruit 

The United States is committed to a comprehensive peace 
between Israel and all of its -Arab neighbours. We hope and 
believe that this agreement will spar progress in the talks between 
Israel and Syria, Jordan and Lebanon. The United States is 
prepared to do its part in tire negotiations that lie ahead. We will 
spare no effort in helping the parties turn tire agreements at the 
table into realities on the ground. We will remain a full partner in 
the search for peace. But certainly we are not tire sole partner. 
We need the entire international community to join us in this 
work and to oppose any effort to subvert tire peace. This 
fcraeti-Palestinian agreement cannot be permitted to fail. 

Many, many problems remain to be solved. Today’s historic 
agreement demonstrates th& the Middle East does not need to be . 
a cauldron of hostility; it can instead be a cradle of hope. Thank 
you. 

Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev: Mr. 
President, Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Chairman, on behalf of 
President Yeltsin, I would like to congratulate you and other 
colleagues and friends here who made possible, through their 
committed effort and goodwill, this major step on the long road to 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East. 

I think it’s really time to rejoice, but no time for euphoria. 
Unfortunately, this is only tire first step, major but first step, on 
the long, long road. And I would like to assure you that Russia is 
cfee of the cosponsors, not only witnesses, but co-sponsors. So 
foe peace process will spare no effort together with tire United 
States, with the United Nations, and other interested parties, to 
go on on this road and not let this major event to frtiL It & — it is 
only ironic that in time when Middle Eastern peace process seems 
to be on track, and I'm sure it win move towards a Wring peace, 
there are other forces which threaten security in foe regjon. 

Three days ago, I was in Kabul, Afghanistan, and on 
Tajik- Af ghan border, and even there we can see those forces of 
subversion, ter rorism and e x t remi sm — religious and not only 
religious; political extremism — doing their destructive job- I 
know that in other parts of this region there are also signs of this 
new danger. And I hope that we wul not Emit our joint effort only 
to tire peace between Israel and its neighbours, not only for .the 
canseof Palesrini^fogain thefr Icgiti^teriglUs, brt alw.to see. 
for stability in’ the whole region. And in this, Russia will be also a 
true and determined cosponsor. 

Once again, thank you for the effort done by all die 
datingrrisbed presidents, foreign ministers, actual and former. 
And fbope that farther generations of politicians will be not so 
much doing with the peace but rather with tire peace dividend in 
die Middle East. It’s high time for that. Thank you. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin: President cflntou, the 
of the United States, Your Excellencies, Lathes and 


THIS signing of tire Israeti-Pakstmian declaration of principles 
here today, it’s not so easy, neither for myself as a soldier in 
Israel’s war, nor for tire people of Israel , nor for the Jewish people 
in tire diaspora who are watching us now with great hope mixed 
with apprehension. 

It is certainly not easy for the families of the victims of the wars, 
violence, terror, whose pain will never heal; for the many 
thoasands who defended our lives in their own and have even 
sacrificed their lives for our own. For them, this ceremony has 
come too late. , 

Today, on tire eve of an opportunity, oppor tu nity for peace, 
and perhaps end of viole nce and wars, we remember Mfft and 
every one of them with everlasting love. 

We have come from Jerusalem, the ancient and eternal capital 
of the Jewish people. We have come from an anguished and 
grieving land. We have come from a people, a home, a family that 
has not known a single year, not a single month, in which mothers 
have not wept for tbor sons. 

We have come to try and put an end to the hostilities so that our 
children, our children's children, will no longer experience the 
painful cost of war, violence and terror. We have come — we 
have come to secure their lives and to ease the sorrow and foe 
painful memories of the past, to hope and pray for peace. 

Let me say to yon, the Palestinians, we are destined to live 
together on tire same soil in the same I and 

We, tire soldiers who have returned from battles stained with 
blood; we who have seen our relatives and friends killed before 
our eyes; we who have attended their funerals and cannot look 
into tire eyes of their parents; we who have come from a land 
where parent s bn ry their children; we who have fought 
yon, tire Palestinians, we say to you today in a krad and a dear 
race, enough of blood and terns. Enough. 

We have no desire for revenge. We harbour no hatred towards 
yon. We, like you, are people — people who want to build a 


home, to plant a tree, to love, live side by side with you in (figray, 
in affinity, as human beings, as free men. 

We are today giving peace a chance and saying to you — and 
saying * g»in to you — enough- Let us pray that a day will come 
when we aU wiS say farewell to the arms. 

We wish to open a new chapter in the sad book of our fives 
together, a chapter of mutual recognition, of good netghbowfi. 
uess, of mutual respect, cf understanding. We hope to embark o» 
a new era in the history of the Middle East. ™ 

Today here in Washington at the White House , we w ifi begin a 
new wakening in the relations between peoples, between parents 
tired of war, between children who will not know was. 

President of the United States, ladies and gentlemen. 

Our inner strength, our higher moral values have been derived 
for thousands of years from the book of tire books, in one of 
which, Kohdeth, we read, “To every thing there is a season and a 
time to every purpose under heaven. 

A ti me to be bom and time to die, a time to (till and a time to 
lwal,atimetoweepamiatinretolat^h,achne to love and a time 
to hate, a time of war and a time of peace.' 1 

Ladies and gentlemen, the time for peace has come. 

In two days, the Jewish people wH] celebrate the beginning of a 
new year. I believe, I hope. I pray that a new year wifi bring a 
message of redemption for all peoples: A good year for you; Tor 
all of you, a good year for Israelis and Palestinians; a good year 
for all the peoples of the Middle East; a good year for our 
American friends whoso want peace and are helpi ng to a chieve it. 

For presidents and members of previous administrations, * 
especially for you. President Clinton, and your staff, for all* 
dozens of the world, may peace come to all your homes. 

In tire Jewish tradition, it is customary to conclude our prayers 
with the word “Amen” — as you said “Amen.” With your 
per missi on, men of peace, I shall conclude with words taken from 
tire prayer recited by Jews daily, and whoever of you volunteer, I 
would ask tire entire audience to join me in saying “Amen.** 
Amen. 


FLO Chair man Yasser Arafat: in the name of God, the 
most Merciful, the Passionate. Mr. President, ladies and gentle- 
men, I would Eke to express our tremendous appreciation to 
President Clinton and to his administration for sponsoring this 
historic event which tire entire world has been waiting for. 

Mr. President, I am taking this opportunity to assure you and to 
a ssur e the great American people that we share your values for 
freedom, justice and human rights — values for which my people 
have been striving. My people are hoping that this agreement 
which wc are si gnin g today marks the beginning of the end of a 
chapter of pain and suffering which has lasted throughout this 
century. 

My people are hoping that this agreement which we are signing 
today will usher in an age of peace, coexistence and equal rights^ 
We are retying on your role. Mr. President, and on tire role of all 
tire countries which believe that without peace in the Middle East, 
peace in tire world wifi not be complete. 

Enforcing tire agreement and moving toward the final settle- 
ment, after two years, to implement all aspects of U.N. 
Resolutions 242 and 338 in all of their aspects, and resolve all the . 
issues of Jerusalem, the settlements, the refugees and the 
boundaries will be a Palestinian and an Israeli responsibility. It is 
also the responsibility of tire international community in its 
entirety to help the parties overcome the tremendous difficulties 
which are still standing in the way of reaching a final and 
comprehensive settlement. 

Now as we stand on the threshold of this new historic era. let 
me address foe people of Israel and their leaders, with whom we 
are meeting today for tire first time, and let me assure them that 
the difficult decision we reached together was one that required 
great and exceptional courage. 

We wifi need more courage and determination to continue the 
.. .course of bufidiiw coexistence and peace between us. This is 
.. possible and it wul happen with .'mutual determination and with 
the effort that will be made with all parties on all the tracks to 
establish the foundations of a just and comprehensive peace. Our 
people do not consider that exercising the right to self- 
determination could violate tire rights of their neighbours or 
infringe on their security. Rather, mining an end to their feelings 
of being wronged and of having suffered an historic injustice is tire 
strongest guarantee to achieve coexistence and openness between 
' our two peoples and future generations. Our two peoples arc 
awaiting today this historic hope, and they want to give peace a 
real chance. 

Such a shift wifi give us an opportunity to embark upon the 
process of economic, soda! and cultural growth and development, 
and we hope that international participation in that process will be 
extensive as it can be. This shift wifi also provide an opportunity 
for all forms of cooperation on a broad scale and in all fields. 

I thank yon; Mr. President. We hope that our meeting will be a 
new beginning for fruitful and effective relations between the 
American people and the Palestinian people. 

I wish to thank foe Russian Federation and President Boris 
Yeltsin. Our thanks also go to Secretary Christopher and Foreign 
Mini ster Kozyrev, to the government of Norway and to the 
foreign minister of Norway for the positive part they played in 
bringing about this major achievement. I extend greetings to all 
the Arab leaders, our brothers, and to all the world leaders who 
contributed to this achievement. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the battle for peace is the most difficult 
battle of our lives- It deserves our utmost efforts because foe land 
of peace, the land of peace yearns for a just and comprehensive 
peace. Thank you. 

Mr. President, t h a n k you, thank you,' thank you. 


. . . " v gwuiicu uic great pnvuej 

of witnessing ihis victory for peace. Just as foe Jewish people tl 
week celebrate foe dawn of a new year, let us all go from tt 
place to celebrate the dawn of a new era — not only for tl 
Middle East but for the entire world. 

The sound we beard today, once again as in ancient Jerich 
was of trumpets toppling walls, the walls of anger and suspieii 
between Israeli and Palestinian, between Arab and Jew. Tl 
time, praise God, tire trumpets herald not foe destruction of th 
city but its new beginning. 

Kow let each of us here today return to our portion of th 
effort, uplifted by tire spirit of tire moment, refreshed in our boo 
and guided by tire wisdom of foe Almighty, who has brought uT 
this joyous day. Go in peace. Go as peacemakers. 


Azerbaijan’s young men prefer tea and talk to fighting a war 


By Vanora Bennett 

Reuter 

BAKU, Azerbaijan — The 
enemy is coming, hundreds of 
thousands of refugees are pouring 
out of the war zone, and the army 
is in chaos — but you would 
never guess it in the calm, sunny 
streets of Azerbaijan’s capital. 

The front, from which 200,000 
people are fleeing from advanc- 
ing Armenian forces, is 400 
kilometres away but getting clos- 
er every day. 

It a city that was the ffll capital of 
foe worlo '.;arlier this century, 
young men is packed open-air 
;cafes”chat idly all day over lamb 
■kebabs and endless glasses of 
' weak tea ar watch waves gently 
lapping the 4. ore of the Caspian 
■Sea. 

Others loi - in foe new com- 
mercial shops tf tire post-Soviet 
era, examining stereos and televi- 
sion sets fr - Turkey and 
beyond, their i k eyes and gold 


teeth gleaming. 

Still more cruise aimlessly 
around in scruffy cars. 

With these young men crowd- 
ing the streets of Baku, who is 
fighting foe war? 

At the front, Azerbaijan's bed- 
raggled army can do nothing but 
ran from Armenian units walking 
virtually unimpeded through the 
south, having seized large areas 
of western Azerbaijan earlier this 
year. 

Determined ethnic Armenians 
from Nagorno-Karabakh, a 
mountain area inside Azerbaijan, 
have declared independence and 
swept the Azeris out of thier 
territory. Now they are spreading 
Outside it, east towards Baku, 
backed by neighbouring 
Armenia. 

Aid workers say there have 
been remarkably few casualties in 
the latest surge forward, in which 
Armenians have taken control of 
four southern Azeri districts 
bordering Iran. This, they say, is 
a sign there is little fighting. 


Ask a Baku man why be is not 
' at the front and he will bridle, but 
not at any implied slight to his 
patriotism. 

“What do you take me for?" 
said Javed, a waiter. “Do you 
think I don't know how to fix 
tilings? You wouldn’t catch me 
fighting out there.” 

For foe streetwise youth of 
Baku, the “otsrochka” or army 
deferral document, is an essential 
accessory. It helps- to have 
friends in high places to get one, 
but if you do not have friends in 
high places to get one, but if you 
do not have the right strings to 
pull you can always just ignore 
your call-up. 

“My brother got his call-up 
papers the other day,” said 
ldayat, an unemployed man eat- 
ing kebabs. He laughed. 

“But he's out a lot. He's a real 
one for foe girls and we hardly 
ever see him. So he doesn't even 
know yet. I shouldn't think bell 
go to the war, he's having too 


much fun here.” 

Some reluctant soldiers hitch 
rides home from foe front. . 

“It's impossible to tell bow 
many men have been captured in 
fighting and bow many are . just 
hiding out with their parents,' 1 a 
fatalistic Defence Ministry offi- 
cial said. 

Only the very young and naive 
are still dying in this war. The 
latest few hundreds graves in foe 
huge martyrs' cemetery, fes- 
tooned with flags and bright flow- 
'ers. are all for teenagers. 

“Azeris speak a form of Tur- 
kish but it's a mistake to assume 
they have the toughness of 
Turks,” said one western diplo- 
mat. “This is an ethnically mud- 
dled place, and what Azeris are is 
gentle Persians with Turkish and - 
Russian overlays." 

"They're lovers, not fighters,” 
he added. 

“If Azeri men will not fight, 
who will stop the invasion? The 


Baku rumour-mill is buzzing with 
the open secret that Afghan milit- 
ary experts are in town. Desper- 
ate hopes are voiced that they 
may be able to turn foe tide of the 


feet — and finance the war — 
with a drilling deal worth $9 
billion of investment, have had 
enough of waiting for Azeri offi- 
cials to sign their contract, 


war. 

About a dozen ate living at the 
new In tourist Hotel, watching 
television, smoking, drinking tea - 
and driving off for consultations 
every day in an army van. 

Some speak Russian and say 
they are from Kabul. Others de- 
scribe themselves as Pakistani 
and speak American-accented 
English. They just smile when 
asked why they are in Baku. 

“Who else can we turn to?” 

. one hotel employee said wearily. 
“They're military men. yes, and 
the government's paying their 
bills. I've beard there are more of 
them out in the countryside. No- 
one else will help us, so we have 
to turn to them.* 

Meanwhile, the oilmen whose 
western wealth was going to put 
independent Azerbaijan on its 


Most have been here for ti 
years and three presidents, sevi 
al chaotic changes of govei 
meat, one armed rebellion, o 
separatist revolt, one referc 
dum, one election and regui 
political arrests. Each convulsi 
delays signing. 

In spite of a carefree app& 
ance, many Azeris in Baku a 
increasingly fearful. They Wat 
President Abnlfez Eldbey, wi 
fled in June after a year of mil 
ary .losses, for their woes. 

Most hope returned Soviet-e 
leader Haydar Aliyev, back 
charge since an armed rebelli< 
against Mr. Elcibey, will .end ti 
war, even if that can only be do; 
by dumping their dreams of ind 
pendence and moving back in 
Moscow’s embrace. 
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By Robert Mahoney 

Renter 

GAZA — The huge task awaiting 
Yasser Arafat’s Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation in adequately 
policing the teeming Gaza Strip 
was highlighted by the kflfing of 
three Israeli soldiers by Hamas 
Muslim militants. 

Under the IsraelHFLO interim 
sdf-rule agreement, Israel should 
poll most of its troops out of the 
Israeli-occupied territory within 
six mouths. 

The PLO would then take .over 
security for the . one million 
Palestinians crammed into Gaza’s 
squalid refugee camps and scruf- 
fy towns. 

Bot it seems a moot point 
whether Mr. Arafat’s forces can 
control the area effectively with- 
oota massive buildup of men and 
military hardware that many 
Israelis would regard as threaten- 

m ^Jnder the agreement, Mr. 


Hamas attack shows PLO 
needs strong Gaza force 


Arafat has not only to keep the 
peace between Muslim militant s 
and factions of Ins own PLO but 
also stop Arabs attacking Jews in 
Israel and settlements inside 
Gaza. 

As if to illustrate the dangers, 
shortly after Hamas killed the 
three soldiers in an ambush in 
Gaza City on Sunday, an Arab 
stabbed an Israeli bus driver to 
death Just north of the strip. 

The assailant was killed by a 
soldier but if he had escaped no 
doubt be would have sought re- 
fuge in Gaza. Should a future 
assailant flee across the Gaza 
border, what would Mr. Arafat’s 
police do? 

As yet, the agreement does not 
mve the Israeli army the right of 
hot pursuit. So in theory the PLO 
force would have to arrest and 
prosecute an attacker. 

“They will have a veiy difficult 
time turning a fellow Arab over 
to Israel for justice,” said Joseph 
Alpher, director of the Jaffee 


Centre for Strategic Studies in 
Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Alpher is one of three 
Israelis who havi had secret con- 
tacts with PLO security officials 
for the past eight months. The 
contacts were outside the secret 
meetings between Israelis and the 
PLO in Norway which led to the 
self-nile agreement. 

“We will want to see (attack- 
ers) in jafl," Mr. Alpher. told 
Reuters. “This has to happen and 
be seen to happen. Gaza cannot 
become a safe haven.” 

Mr. Alpher said he met Nizar 
Amar, security adviser to Abu 
. Mazen, a top Arafat' aide. Mr. 
Amar and other PLO officials 
were acutely aware of the need to 
bring Hamas under control, he 


■ “This is a test. They genuinely 
understand that to fail is to cede 
the territories to Hamas or risk 
Israel rolling back in,” be said. 

Hamas, the strongest of the 
Islamic militants groups in Gaza, 
opposes the FLO-Israefi agree- 


ment bat says it wfl] not ignite a 
Palestinian dvfl war by targetting 
a fixture PLO security force. 

But it also says it will not 
renounce armed struggle to over- 
throw Israel which it views as a 
Jewish “crusader” state which 
has been driving Arabs off their 
land since 1948. 

Hamas’s military wing, the 
Qassam Brigade whose small, 
well-armed units have defied 
Israeli crackdowns, claimed re- 
sponsibility for kilting the three 
soldiers on Sunday. 

“We have to create a force, that 
will be able to oppose Hamas by 
force,” said Mr. Alpher, noting 
that the agreement to be signed 
on Monday contained no specific 
provision for Israel to share in- 
telligence with the PLO to fore- 
stall guerrilla attacks. 

” Security experts from the two 
sides are due to begin meeting 
'one month after the signing to 
divise a security mechanism with- 
in six months. 


Faisal AJ Husseini. the senior 
FLO leader m die occupied West 
Bank, said last mouth the FLO police 
force should number 20,000 to 
30,000 men, with half coming 
from outside the occupied terri- 
tories. 

PLO sources say the core of the 
force, to be known as the Pales- 
tine central security force, will be 
drawn from the thousands of 
former PLO guerrillas and sol- 
diers scattered throughout the 
Arab World in the Palestine Li- 
beration Army. 

Mr. Alpher estimated that 
much lower □ umbers would be 
needed because the Israeli army 
w?s not due to withdraw from 
most of the West Bank for the 
next five years. 

“A security force with 
armoured vehicles, one or two 
helicopters and heavy 
madunegnns is needed ...Yon 
cannot ask them to fight with 
pistols,” he said, adding: “If we 
get it right, this will be no threat 
to Israel.” 




Israel can trust PLO, 
Arafat’s brother Insists 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — Through 
decades of war and bloodletting, 
t he P alestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) was nothing more 
than an extremist organisation in 
Israel's eyes — until the wall 
collapsed under the pressure of 
peace. 

It is now time for Israel to trust 
the organisation and its Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, according to his 
younger brother Mohsen Arafat 
Hours before the two sides 
were to sign a historic pact ending 
nearly a century of enmity be- 
tween Jews and Palestinians, the 
45-year-old dentist insisted the 
PLO leader was “an honest 
man.” 

He beamed as be spoke of his 
brother’s “triumph” and of the 
Palestinian self-rule accord 
reached at secret talks in Norway 
between Israel and the PLO.' 

“They have to trust Arafat,” 
he told AFP, re ferri n g to charges 
from the Israeli right-wing 
opposition that the FLO only 
wanted a foothold in the occupied 
territories to pounce on IsraeL 
“I have known him as an hon- 
est man who to never Bed to,, 
anyone,” roasted : the brother, 
who has lived inthe'Umted Arab 
Emirates for foe last 18 years. 

“Hus agreement concerns die 
whole Palestinian people and 
when the Palestinian state is 
established, it win be subject to 
the agreement and to internation- 
al guarantees,” he said. 

“I am convinced that the 
‘GazaJericho first” plan is the 
beginning of mutual confidence 
between the Palestinians and the 
Israeli people.” 

The veteran PLO leader was in 
Washington on Monday far the 
signing ceremony on the White 
House lawn of the accord on 
interim autonomy starting in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank town 
of Jericho. 


He has been under fire from 
Palestinian har dimes and Muslim 
fundamentalists who reject the 
autonomy accord as a sell-out, 
and dissidents have threatened 
Ins life. 

“Such threats are not new. 
Arafat’s fife has been in danger 
far a long time and he has sur- 
vived several assassination 
attempts,” Mohsen Arafat said. 

“Tne agreement represents a 
return to realism by all parties. I 
am hopeful it will lead to an 
independent homeland because 
as you see, it says Gaza-Jericbo 
first not Gaza-Jericho only,” be 
said. 

“Arafat’s dream was to return 
to Palestine and it was my dream 
to see him in Palestine, tie is now 
crowning all those years of strug- 
gle,” said' Mohsen Arafat 

“As a Palestinian, I am proud 

of him because the agreement has 
asserted our rights .on our land 
and Israel for the first time ack- 
nowledges there is a Palestinian 
people,” he said. 

“Arafat is now entering the 
White House and is received by 
President (Bill) Gtintoit-as a rep- J 
resentarive- ef-thcr -Palestinian 
people. Thu has'neverhappened 
m Palestinian history.’* 

- Mr. Mohsen, who looks like 
the 64-year-old PLO chairman 
but without the beard and kef- 
fiych, has another brother. Fathi 
Arafat heads foe Palestinian Red 
Crescent. 

“I have also known him as a 
passionate and caring man,” he 
said, referring to his famous 
brother. 

“He loves children and some- 
times he is deeply touched and 
even cries in certain situations. 
The last time I saw him, he said to 
me: T haven’t seen your children 
for a long time, sen<] me their 
photographs soon’.” 


Helping Arafat — a delicate 
balancing act for Israel 


By Nicofas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — hnd has 
invested heavily in its longtime 
nemesis Yasser Arafat, betting be 
can set up a smoothly running 
autonomy government even 
though the PLO is bitterly di- 
vided and scrimping for cash. 

That may be asking too much 
of Mr. Ararat, but giving a help- 
ing hand poses a dile mma for 
Israel. 

If Israel gives too much, Mr. 
Arafat may look like a dime and 
lose credibility among Palesti- 
nians at a time when he needs all 
the friends he can get. 

If Israel stands aloof, chaos 
may overwhelm the Palestinians 
and the peace accord could blow 
up — in Israel’s face as well as in 
Mr. Arafat’s. 

“It is in. Israel’s interest that 
Arafat succeed,” said Asher Sus- 
ser, an expert on Israeli-PaJesti- 
niap relations at. Tel. Aviv , Uni- 
versity; ' V - - - ~ * 

. ;jgcaeli;.of^js .hive; made 4( ; 
dear that they would like to share . 
intelligence information with Mr . 
Arafat’s police force, which will 
draw on Palestinian fighters from 
around the Arab World. 

Israel’s military is also anxious 
to brief Palestinians about the 
day-to-day running of govern- 
ment functions to assure a 
smooth handover. 

One indication of Israel's de- 
sire to protect its investment 
came earlier this month when 
security was visibly tightened 
around Mr. Arafat and his top 
aides following warnings relayed 
by Israeli parliament member 
Yael Dayan; 

PLO sources said the informa- 
tion came from Israel’s secret 


service, hut Ms. Dayan said she 
merely cautiou&d Mr. Arafat aide 
Bassam Abu Sharif to take care. 

“I think it anil be difficult for 
Mr. Arafat to maintain law and 
order without some kind of coop- 
eration with Israel,” Mr. Susser 
said.. 

“It is less of a problem for 
Israel to offer him assistance than 
it is for Arafat to accept it.” 

Palestinian opponents of the 
Israel-PLO accord said the new 
ties could prove difficult for Mr. 
Arafat ana farce him to cany out 
Israeli policies that would nun bis 
credibility with large segments of 
the Palestinian public. 

“This is very ironic, tins inter- 
dependence between Arafat and 
Israel,” said Bassam Shakaa, who 
was deposed by Israel as mayor of 
the West Bank city of Nablus. “It 
will prove to be a very compfi- 
cglted relationship.’', 

:. At Israel's insistence, Mr. Ara- 
ftasfop .terrorism 
and discipline! anyone who 
violates his non-violence pledge. 
Mr. Shakaa said this could lead 
Israel to demand that Mr. Arafat 
rein-in militants by force if he 
wants to expand autonomy to 
other areas besides Jericho and 
the Gaza Strip. 

“He will have no choice but to 
do it,” said Mr. Shakaa. 

Economic cooperation may 
prove easier, but also contains 
risks. 

Mr. Arafat hopes to receive 
billions of dollars in aid from both 
western countries and Arab oil 
stales. 

Arab donors cutoff support to 
the PLO after Mr. Arafat backed 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq in the 


1991 Gulf war, but they are ex- 
pected to resume aid to the occu- 
pied lands once the accord is 
signed. 

With PLO coffers reportedly 
empty, such aid is critical. Tens of 
thousands of Palestinians, espe- 
cially in the Gaza Strip, are out of 
work as the result of Mr. Rabin's 
closure of the occupied lands on 
March 31 following a wave of 
stabbing attacks. 

More than 100,000 Palestinians 
came to work every day in Israel 
before the closure, but only about 
half that number do today. 

Jacob A. Frenkel, governor of 
Israel's Central Bank, said inter- 
dependence would be “very 
strong” as part of the autonomy 
agreement with relatively free 
trade and access for workers to 
jobs in Israel. 

Mr. Frenkel said the 
peacekeeping would create an 
environment of “tranquility” that 
would attract foreign investment. 

He said $50 million to $75 
million in immediate economic 
aid would be needed for water, 
"'sewage and other infrastructure, 
followd by,$250 ; miUipn Jo $300 
million per year in development 
aid. 

He said Israel would do its 
share to help but declined to say 
if it would oner to give up part of 
the $10 billion in U.5. loan 
guarantees allocated for Russian 
immigrants. 

Palestinian-/ leaders have said 
that with quick aid the self-rule 
government would not be able to 
show that peace pays and that 
could undermine Mr. Arafat’s 
authority, as well. 

“If there is no security and 
stability ...if there is anarchy and 
violence, then there will be no 
investments,” said Daniel Issa, a 
businessman from the West Bank 
town of Ramallab. 


Arafat’s fiefdom — short on land, long on people 


By Robert Mahoney 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
For recognising Israel, Yasser 
Arafat will get to administer a 
sliver of sand dunes, a dusty oasis 
and one million poor people. 

The Palestine Liberation f“ 
nisation leader hopes event, 
to extend his rule over all the 1 
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
that Israel captured in 1967. 

But the fiefdom he inherits 
from the historic PLO- Israeli 
accord is two pieces of parched 
land separated by Israel. 

One, the Gaza Strip, is a 
hotbed of Palestinian revolt and a 
stronghold of Palestinian Islamic 
militants. 

The other, Jericho, is on the 
Jordan River border dotted with 
banana plantations and Israeli 
military hardware and early 


warning systems. 

Neither is economically self- 
sufficient. 

Under the agreement, Israel 
will (roil most of its troops out of 
these two areas and let the people 
administer themselves. The other 
one million Palestinians in the 
West Bank will have only limited 
self-rule while talks on a final 
settlement get under way. 

If, as expected, Mr. Arafat sets 
up headquarters in. Jericho, be 
will govern a town of 14,000 
inhabitants whose grand Biblical 
name promises more than it can 
deliver. 

Agriculturally an oasis, Jericho 
is architecturally a wasteland. It is 
billed as the world’s oldest town. 
But visitors expecting to see the 
remains of the walls brought 
tumbling down by Joshua and his 
Israelite army will find only 
streets of metal-fronted shops 


and a bare hilltop touted as a 
Stone Age settlement. 

Jericho makes its living from its 
location. As the world’s lowest 
town — 258 metres below sea 
level — its donate is always 
balmy in winter. It provides off- 
season fruit and vegetables, 
grown with the aid of abundant 
natural spring water, now heavily 
tapped by Israelis. 

It once attracted thousands of 
Palestinians and Israelis to out- 
door restaurants during the win- 
ter. Bat they have lain dusty and 
desolate for the past six years of 
the Palestinian uprising. 

Jericho also benefits from 
being the Palatraaas 1 gateway to the 
Arab World across the River 
Jordan. That is why Mr. Arafat 
wanted it as his toehold in the 
West Bank. 

To reach the rest of his fiefdom 
be will need to cross Israeli terri- 


tory. Gaza is more than 100 
kilometres west as the crow flies. 

The city is known from the 
Bible as where Samson died. But 
to today's television viewers it is 
the cradle of the intifada and 
scene of daily battles between 
stone-throwing youths and snip- 
ing Israeli soldiers. 

The Gaza Strip, a tine of 
Mediterranean sand dunes, is just 
40 kilometres long and 6.5-143 

kilometres wide. 

• 

It is crammed with nearly one 
million people, mainly those 
Palestinians and their descen- 
dants who fled or were driven out 
of their homes in 1948 in what 
became Israel. 

Most still tive in cramped cin- 
der-block houses in refugee 
camps run by the United Nations. 

Male unemployment is near 50 
per cent and there is virtually no 


industry. Per capita GDP in Gaza 
was $850 in 1991, compared with 
$1,700 in the West Bank and 
$11,962 in Israel, where most 
Gazans would work if they were 
allowed. 

Many Israelis have long re- 
garded Gaza as a millstone. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
quoted as having said he wished it 
would slip into the sea. 

Its misery and oppression have 
become a fertile recruiting 
ground for militant Islamic 
groups like Hamas which have 
eaten away at Mr. Arafat's PLO 
power base during the intifada. 

For that reason Mr, Arafat 
needs to pour money and his own 
police force in to the strip from 
the start. Otherwise Mr. .Rabin 
may prove to have handed him 
not cornerstone of a Palestinian 
state but a poison chalice. 


List of the Palestinian groups for and against 


TUNIS (R) — Tbe Palestine li- 
beration Organisation's (PLO) 
peace agreement with Israel has 
split the Palestinian movement in 
two. . 

Without opinion perils arid with 
many floating voters, it is difficult 
to say which group s tbe majority 
— those who support it or those 
who oppose. 

• PLO Chairman Yasser Ararat 
won approval for the agreement 
in tfaePLO Executive Committee 
last week but many members 
were absent and the committee 
does not represent all Palestinian 
groups. . ... •• 

Hamas md- other Muslim fun- 
rtammfaM movements, as well 
as some groups based in Damas- 
cus, are not members ofthe PLO. 

The mam groups which support 
• Mr. Arafat are: 

: — Fateh, Mr. Arafat’s own 
; group and probably the largest 

‘ Fa^adrnimow^^t? But byno 
‘means all Ffcteb is frilly behind - 
■ him. Faronk Kaddonmi, the 
PLO’s “foreign minister,” as well 


as (bunding members Khaled A1 
Hassan and his brother Hani, 
have reservations about the 
agreement. So far these leading 
sceptics have not adopted a posi- 
tion ofoutrigbt opposition. 

— Tbe Tunis-based faction of 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), 
led by Yasser Abed-Rabbo. The 
group has been one of Mr. Ara- 
fat’S most loyal and valuable 
allies since the P1X> 
two-state solution in 1 

— The Palestinian People’s 
Party, formerly the commibust 
party, led by Suleiman Najah. . 
Mr. Najab supports tbe -agree-^ 
ment bat has reservations about 
tbe haste with which Mr. Arafat 
has poshed it through PLO in- - 
stitutions. 

— The Palestine Popular 
Struggle Front, led bv Samir 
Ghosfae, a Damascus-based 
splinter group which uses the- 
same name opposes the agree- 
ment. 


— Many independents, includ- 
ing five members of the PLO 
Executive Committee and some- 
prominent Palestinians from tbe 
occupied territories, such as Fais- 
al A1 Husseini, the overall coordi- 
nator of the outgoing Palestinian 
negotiating team, Han an Ashra- 
wi, the spokeswoman for the 
negotiating team, and Saeb Ere* 
kat, the deputy head. These three 
have worked closely with Fateh 
for tiie past two yean. 

The mam groups opposed to 
the peace agreement are: 

— The Muslim fundamentalist 
group Hamas (Islamic Resistance 
Movement), which has become 
especially strong in foe Gaza 
Strip, less so in the West Baltic. 
Hamas says fixe Israeli state is 
illegal and aimed struggle is tbe 
way to recover all tbe original 
Palestine. Arafat, supporters say 
Hamas is a magnet for young 
Palestinians driven to despair by 
poverty and unemployment. If 
* conditions improved in die occu- 
pied territories, they could win 
some of them back, they say. 


— Tbe Popular Front for the 
Liberation or Palestine (PFLP), 
led by George Habash. The 
PFLP, one of the few remaining 
Marxist groups of significance m 
the Arab World and now the 
second largest PLO group, is an 
unusually cohesive ami consistent 
force with members wherever 
there are large Palestinian com- 
munities. Though their ideologic- 
al ‘origins are completely diffe- 
rent, the PFLP and Hamas share 
die same aims. 

— The Damascus faction ofthe 
DFLP, led by Nayef Hawatmeh. 
The DFLP probably used to be 
the second largest group in the 
PLO but an internal squabble 
over Mr. Arafat’s diplomatic, 
strategy, followd in 1991 by a 
divorce between the two wings, 
has weakened support for it on 
the ground. 

— A collection of other like- 
minded groups dose to either 
Syria and Iraq. Some are mem- 
bers ofthe PLO, others are splin- 
ter groups which the PLO does 
not recognise. The most promin- 


ent groups are the Palestine Li- 
beration Front, led by Abu! 
Abbas, the PFLP-GeneraJ Com- 
mand, led by Ahmad Jibril, and 
Fateh Uprising, led by Abu 
Musa. The last two groups, with 
military support from Syria, 
attacked and defeated Mr. Ara- 
fat’s forces in Lebanon in 1983. 
Fateh Uprising has threatened to 
kill Mr. Arafat. 

— Some smaller Muslim fun- 
damentalist groups such as Isla- 
mic Jihad and Islamic Jihad in 
Palestine. 

— Some independent members 
of the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee, such as Abdullah Hourani 
and Shafiq A1 Hont. Unlike the 
hardline groups, they accept a 
two-state solution. Their main 
complaint about the peace agree- 
ment is that it does not guarantee 
the Palestinians a state. 

— Fateh Revolutionary Coun- 
cil, led by _ Abu NidaL The group 
is tiny, wiui pwiMps omy a icn 
hundred members, but it has 
repeatedly hit the headlines 
through assassinations and bomb- 
ing?, many of them directed at 
Mr. Ararat’s supporters. 


Autonomy accord follows 
' decades of conflict 


PARIS (AFP) — Key dates in 
the conflict between Israti and 
the Palestinians: 

November 29, ’1947i The 
U.N. General Assembly 
adopts a plan to partition Brit- 
ish-mandated Palestine into in- 
dependent Arab and Jewish 
states. Jerusalem was to be put 
under international control as 
a holy city for Jews, Muslims 
and Christians. Fighting breaks 
out between Jews and Arabs, 
leaving 1,700 dead. 

May 14, 1948: Hours before 
the end of the Britain man- 
date, David Ben Gurion proc- 
laims Israel’s independence. It 
is immediately recognised by 
the United States, followed by 
the Soviet Union. The follow- 
ing day Arab armies invade the 
news Jewish state. 

January 7, 1949: The first 
Arab-Israeli war ends with 
Israel in possession of more 
territory than bad been allot- 
ted to it under the U.N. parti- 
tion plan. Jerusalem is divided 
into two sectors. Armistice 
agreements are signed in 
Rhodes, Greece, between 
February and July establishing 
the new borders between tbe 
Jewish state, which controls 70 
per cent of former Palestine, 
and its Arab neighbours. 
Around 850,000 Palestinians 
are forced into exile. 

May 11, 1949: Israel becom- 
es a member of the United 
Nations. 

December 13, 1949: The 
Israeli parliamant declares 
West Jerusalem tbe capital of 
Israel. 

April 24, 1950: King Abdal- 
lah annexes the West Bank to 
the Transjordan, creating the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. 

October 29, 1956: The 
second Arab-Israeli war erupts 
into an international crisis. Tbe 
Israeli army invades the Sinai 
Peninsula three months after 
Egyptian leader Gama! Abdel 
Nasser nationalises the Suez 
Canal. Israel, joined by French 
and British, forces, halts its 
offensive after condemnation 
from the United States and 
Soviet Union. Israel withdraws 
in March 1957 and is replaced 
by U-N. peacekeeping forces. 
Israel returns to its 1949 bor- 
ders. 

May 28, 1964: The Palestine 
Liberation ..Organisation 
(PLO) is formed m Jerusalem 
and. draws up a national -char- 
ter. The charter, revised in 
1968, states that the “armed 
struggle is the sole means of 
liberating Palestine” and calls 
for tbe “elimination of Zion- 
ism in Palestine.” Yasser Ara- 
fat becomes head of the FLO 
in 1969. 

June 5, 1967: After the with- 
drawal of U.N. troops from die 
Sinai and Egypt’s blockade of 
the Gulf of Aqaba, Israel Laun- 
ches the Middle East war, seiz- 
ing East Jerusalem, tire Sinai, 
Gaza, the Golan Heights and 
tbe West Bank. Israel now 
occupies land four tiroes larger 
than in 1949. It annexes East 
Jerusalem on Jane 27. 

November 22, 1967: The 
U.N. Security CouncO adopts 
Resolution 242 calling for the 
“withdrawal of Israeli armed 
forces from territories occu- 
pied in the recent conflict” 
The French version of tbe re- 
solution reads “...from the ter- 


ritories occupied...’*. The re- 
solution also calls for “guaran- 
teeing the territorial inviolabil- 
ity and political independence 
of every state in the area, 
through measures including 
tbe establishment of demilita- 
rised zones.” 

July 1971: The last Palesti- 
nian “fedayeen” are expelled 
from the Kingdom, Lebanon 
becomes their main base. 

October 6-25, 3973: Egypt 
and Syria launch a surprise 
offenave in the Sinai and on 
the Golan to recapture land 
lost in 1967. After heavy fight- 
ing, the operation fails to gain 
new land. But Israel signs a 
disengagement agreement with 
Syria on the Golan in May 
1974. In September 1975, 
Israel signs a similar accord 
with Egypt on the Sinai. 

December 21-22, 1973: 
Arabs and Israelis, except 
Syria and the Palestinians, 
hold their first direct negotia- 
tions in Geneva. 

November 13, 1974: Yasser 
Arafat addresses the U.N. 
General Assembly in New 
York. “I have come bearing an 
dive branch in one band and a 
freedom-fighter’s gun in the 
other,” be told the delegates. 
“Don’t let the olive branch fall 
from my band.” 

April 13, 1975: Civil war 
breaks out in Lebanon after 
around 30 Palestinians are shot 
dead on a bus driving through 
a Christian neighbourhood of 
Beirut in the latest of a series 
of dashes between Christians 
and Muslims. 

November 19, 1977: Egyp- 
tian President Anwar Sadat 
travels to Jerusalem and 
addresses the Israeli parlia- 
ment on tbe first visit to Israel 
by an Arab leader. 

September 17, 1978: Tbe 
Egyptian-Israeli Camp David 
accords are signed in tbe Un- 
ited States, under the auspices 
of U.S. President Jimmy Car- 
ter, providing for the return of 
tbe Sinai to Egypt and auton- 
omy for tbe occupied territor- 
ies. Israel hands back most of 
the Sinai in 1982, but the 
autonomy plans never pro- 

March 26, 1979: Egypt be- 
comes the fast — and to date 
the only — Arab country , to 
sign a peace treaty with farad, . 
in Washington. Sadat Is assas- 
sinated by Muslim fun- 
damentalists in October 1981. 

July 30, 1980: The Knesset, 
Israeli parliament, proclaims 
tbe whole of Jerusalem tbe 
“reunified capital of Israel.” It 
is not recognised by tile inter- 
national community. 

December 14, 1981: Israel 
announces its annexation of 
the Golan Heights. 

April 25, 1982: Israel hands 
bade to Egypt all of tbe Sinai 
Peninsula except for tbe Tabs 
enclave, which it gives back in 
March 1989. 

June 6, 1982: Israeli troops 
invade Lebanon. Operation 
“Peace in Galilee” is officially 
meant to protect Israel's north- 
ern border against attacks and 
infiltration by Palestinian 
groups. 

August 31, 1982: After the 
siege of Beirut by die Israeli 
army, PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat leaves the Lebanese capital, 
which bad been the Palestinian 


headquarters since 1971, 
accompanied by some 15,000 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

September 16-18, 1982: 
1,500 Palestinian civilians are 
massacred by Lebanese Christ- 
ian militiamen in the Sabra and 
Shatila refugee camps outside 
Beirut. The militiamen were 
under the control of Israeli 
occupying forces. An Israeli 
investigative commission ack- 
nowledges the Israelis' “in- 
direct responsibility.” 

October 1, 1985: More than 
170 Palestinians and Tunisians 
are killed or wounded in an 
Israeli raid on the PLO bead- 
quarters near Tunis. Mr. Ara- 
fat, whose office is completely 
destroyed, narrowly escapes 
death. 

December 9, 1987: Begin- 
ning of the Palestinian uprising 
known as the intifada in the 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

November 15, 1988: The 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), the exiled parliament, 
proclaims in Algiers the crea- 
tion of an independent Palesti- 
nian state and accepts U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
242 ana tbe partition of Pales- 
tine, implicitly recognising the 
existence of Israel. Tbe PNC 
rejects all forms of terrorism 
including terrorism by the 
state. 

May 2, 1989: Mr. Arafat 
declares the PLO charter 
“obsolete." 

August 1990-Februaiy 1991: 
During the Gulf crisis triggered 
by Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, 
the PLO sides with Baghdad 
whose forces launch Scud mis- 
siles against IsraeL 

Ocl 30, 1991: Start of the 
Middle East peace talks in 
Madrid between Israel and all 
Arab countries in direct con- 
flict with it, namely Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon, as well as 
the Palestinians. During the 
talks Israel refuses any direct 
participation by the PLO, but 
closes its eyes to contact be- 
tween Palestinian delegates 
and the PLO. 

1993 

January 19: Tbe 1986 law 
forbidding those living within 
Israeli jurisdiction to have any 
contact with "terrorist” orga- 
nisations is abolished. But the 
Israeli government continues 
to consider the PLO a “terror- 
ist ' organisation.” 

April 9: Israel accepts for 
tiie first time the inclusion of 
Faisal Husseini, a leading 
nationalist from the occupied 
territories who is. also dose to 
Arafat, in the Palestinian de- 
legation in the talks. 

August 29: Israel announces 
an agreement in principle with 
tbe PLO on autonomy for the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

August 30: The autonomy 
accord, concluded by Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
PLO officials in Oslo on Au- 
gust 19 after a series of secret 
meetings, is approved by the 
Israeli cabinet. 

Sept. 10: Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat sign the letters 
sealing the mutual recognition 
by the two foes. 

Sept. 13: The historic Israeli- 
PLO autonomy agreement is 
signed in Washington. 


Peace fixer Abu Mazen 
— the quiet PLO dove 


By Abdetariz Bamrahi 

Reuter 


TUNIS — Abu Mazen, the 
Palestinian negotiator who en- 
gineered a breakthrough peace 
deal with Israel in secret talks, 
has been the inconspicuous dove 
in the PLO leadership since the 
1970s. 

Yasser Arafat’s number - two 
in the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation team in Washington to 
sign the accord, he was chosen as 
the man to put bis name on the 
historic document. 

Abu Mazen, whose real name 
is Mahmoud Abbas, was one of 
the earliest members of tbe main- 
stream Fateh group led by Mr. 
Arafat. 

Unlike many other leading 
Fateh members, he won his spurs 
not as a guerrilla commander 
but as one of tbe PLO’s main 
contacts with European sym- 
pathisers and Israeli leftists. 

Only recently, as his overtures 
to Israelis began to take centre 
stage in the PLO's diplomatic 
strategy, has he become better 
known to the world at large. 

Undeterred by Palestinian 
radicals who say he is too oncilia- 
tory, Abu Mazen remains con- 
vinced that it is in Israel’s best 
self-interest to make peace, his 
aides say. 

This strengthened the Palesti- 
nians' negotiating position prior 
to tiie talks, compensating them 
to some extent for the massive 
disadvantage of living under 
occupation without an army of 


their own, he says. 

In 1992, shortly after Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin re- 
turned to power in Israel, he 
swam against the tide of Palesti- 
nian opinion, arguing that the 
PLO should chip away at a nar- 
row gap between what Mr. Rabin 
did and what be said. 

Abu Mazen thinks Israel has 
embarked on a slow transition 
from being an extension of 
Europe and North America to 
becoming a truly Middle Eastern 
state with some western connec- 
tions. 

Bora m Galilean town of Safad 
in 1935, Mr. Abbas fled for Syria 
when the new state of Israel came 
into being in 1948. 

He studied law at Damascus 
University and then, like hun- 
dreds of thousands of displaced 
Palestinians, found work in the 
newly rich Gulf Arab states. 

While Mr. Arafat and most of 
his colleagues lived in Kuwait, 
Abu Mazen's home was further 
south in what is now the United 
Arab Emirates, a country with 
which he still has dose links. 

He had a job as a dvil servant, 
joined Fateh in 1965 and from 
1967 onwards, when be became a 
member of the Fateh Central 
Committee, he devoted himself 
full-time to political work. 

Israeli affairs were his special- 
ity and in the late 197us he 
completed' a doctorate on the 
subject for Moscow University. 


Academic work brought him 
into contact with Israeli leftists 
disposed towards dialogue with 
Palestinians, sometimes under 
die auspices of the Soviet Union 
and its allies. 

Abu Mazen was elected to the 
PLO Executive Committee in 
1980 and since 1984 he was been 
die head of the PLO's Pan-Arab 
and International Affairs Depart- 
ment. 

Despite his title he has never 
tried to challenge the role of the 
PLO’s veteran “foreign minis- 
ter,” Farouk Kaddoumi, who is 
head of the Political Affairs De- 
partment. 

Mr. Kaddoumi is not among 
the eight senior PLO figures in 
the delegation to Washington. He 
spoke on Thursday against the 
agreement and would not agree 
to sign it. 

Abtf Mazen carried out dis- 
creet missions for Mr. Arafat for 
years, especially in Eastern 
Europe and the Gulf. 

Some PLO members have 
named him as a potential succes- 
sor to Mr. Arafat but others say 
he could not command broad 
enough support because of his 
dose association with PLO mod- 
erates. 

Abu Mazen has been particu- 
larly active in the last two years, 
firstly as one of the PLO leaders 
coordinating with the Palestinians 
negotiating with Israel in 
Washington and then as one of 
the mam players in the secret 
Norwegian mediated talks with 
Israel which produced the deal. 
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Benisen warns against reopening farm accord with EC 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen 
< .warned Monday that reopening the Blair House accord wdh the 
"’European Community on limiting farms subsidies would be a 
mistake and a setback for a broader accord on world trade. “The 
^American tanner made concessions in that, just as the European 
•farmer," Mr. Bentsen said when asked about the accord aimed at 
resolving differences on global trade talks. “And if you open it 
.up, both sides will once again ask for more." Hie agreement 
";*igned last November by the United States and EC represen ta- 
tives was seen as a major step towards resolving differences 
'between the two major trading blocs in General Agreement on 
(-""Tariffs and Trade negotiations. But the deal has been criticised by 
France, where farmers have fiercely opposed the pact. And Paris 
has sought to organise support within the European Community 
. to reopen die accord. Mr. Bentsen said, “I would very much hope 
"'and advise the European Community not to reopen the Blair 
house accord. I think it would be a serious mistake and a setback 
'for GATT, and I have so advised some of my European 
* colleagues.” He added that an EC conference being held on the 
.matter “has delayed some of the negotiations in Geneva oq 
<jATT.” 


Japanese wholesale prices fall 0.6% in August 

■ TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese wholesale prices in August fell by 0.6 
per cent from the figure in July and 4.1 per cent from the figure a 
year earlier, reflecting lower steel, energy, electronics and food 
prices, the Bank of Japan said on.Tuesday. The decline followed a 
fall of 0.1 per cent in July when the Central Bank’s wholesale 
price index dropped by 3.4 per cent from the figure a year earlier. 
The bank said that domestic wholesale prices fell by 0.2 per cent 
from the figure the previous month after remaining unchanged in 
July. Export prices fell by two per cent after rising 0.5 per cent in 
July while import prices plunged by 43 per cent following a 
decline of 0.9 per cent. The average exchange rate for the dollar' 
during the month was 103.68 per cent. The average exchange rate 
for the dollar during the month was 103.68 yen, down from 107.83 
■yen in August • 


British manufacture d production rises 0.7 in July 

f.- LONDON (AFP) — British manufactured production rose by 0.7 
k.per cent in July from the figure in June, the Central Statistical 
Office said here on Tuesday. Total industrial production, includ- 
ing output from the energy sector, rose by 0.8 per cent. Analysts 
_ had forecast that manufactured production would rise by 0.5 per 
cent while total industrial output would rise by 0.8 per cent. 
Measured against July 1992, manufactured output rose by 1.7 per 
cent and total industrial output rose by 2.8 per cent. In June, 
industrial production fell by one per cent from the figure in May 
while manufacturing output fell by 2-1 per cent. 


Indonesia to purchase 32 Boeing planes from Lufthansa 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Indonesia plans to purchase 32 second- 
hand Boeing 737 aircrafts from the German airline Lufthansa, a 
.'press report quoted Research and Technology Minister Bachar- 
udin Jusuf Habibie as saying. The purchase of 30 300-seat B-737 
passengers planes and two B-737 cargo planes, would be of 
economic benefit to Indonesia which needed a large number of 
aircraft bnt lacked the hinds, the Bisnis Indonesia daily quoted 
Mr. Habibie as saying. Mr. Habibie said that die planes were less 
than 10 years old. He said_that the flag carrier Garuda Indonesia, 
which was rescheduling a plan to pruchase two new Boeing 
737-4006 and Seven B-737-300s worth . $650 million; was one of 
airlines which would operate die second-hand planes. The planes 
would be distributed to other airlines' such as Mandala, Sempati, 
Bouraq and Garuda’s subsidiary Merpati Airline, he said. Mr. 
Habibie said that team from the Indonesia government had 
.visited Germany last week to negotiate the deal with Lufthansa. 
Lufthansa representatives in Jakarta were not available for 
, comment. 


^it^hayFnlfictoKaimchfrelghterservteeb^weenAsi^VaiicoiiVN 

" HONG KONG (AFP) — Hong Kong flag carrier Cathay Pacific 
1 -Airways is to launch the only freighter service between Asia and 
-^Vancouver starting on October 3, the airline said Tuesday. The 
'twice-weekly service will leave Hong Kong on Wednesdays and 
1 ’-Sundays, flying Hong Kong-Los Ange les- V ancouver-Ho ng Kong 
kwith technical stops m Seoul and Anchorage. The decision to 
-^Iauch the service was dne to the recent decision by British 
; -Colombia authorities to end a feel tax on freighter services. 




r THE BETTER HALF, By Glasbergen 


GWSBCRGErsl 



“Your socks disappear in the wash 
and suddenly reappear in the 
strangest places!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
is by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

ora letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


ADURF 



u 

LQ 

/ s 


ESTAE 


rm 

□ 

□ 


1 RUI 

NJY 1 

o_ 

. on 



ROU 

IGAC 


u 


" P S 

□ 

□ 


WHAT THE ROMANTIC 
\SFAKiARP F\CKEU IN 
Hl-S SWEETHEARTS 
SARFEN. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, os sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. . 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: PLUME AMITY DETACH LUNACY 

Answer, wnm the waiter did wnan asked how the 
sealoci was— HE clammed up 
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Israel to sell $400m in bonds 


NEW YORK (AP) — Will 
favourable publicity over Israel's 
historic peace pact boost the 
popularity of the government's 
lOUs? 

Sellers of $400 million in new 
Israeli bonds hope so. 

The government of Israel on 
Monday sought regulators’ clear- 
ance to sell M00 million in bonds, 
saying it would use the proceeds 
to pay for such projets as absorb- 
ing immigrants and building 
houses. 

The filing with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission in 
Washington coincided with the 
signing of the historic peace pact 
between Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 


A spokesman for the Develop- 
ment Corporation for Israel, the 
New York-based underwriter for 
Israeli government bonds, said 
that the bond sale was not timed 
to benefit from the good feelings 
over Israeli peace. 

But be saad he believed the 
publicity would help bond sales, 
which have been increasing over 
the last few years. Israel sold S712 
million in tends in global finan- 
cial markets so far this year. 

“More people have inquiring 
about purchases of state of Israel 
tends since discussions of the 
peace process were in the media. 
More people are inclined to in- 
quire about an area of peace than 
an area of war," said Mark Ben- 
son, the spokesman. 


OPEC oil price rescue 
bid depends on Saudis, Iran 


LONDON (Agencies) — A new 
rescue bid for collapsing oil prices 
may depend on whether tradi- 
tional rivals Saudi Arabia and 
Iran are in a mood to co m promise 
when OPEC meets in Geneva 12 
days from now. 

The outcome of the conference 
“could turn on a coin,” said 
Mehcti Vara, a leading analyst 
who follows the petroleum indus- 
try for London-based Kleinworr 
Benson Securities. 

Failure at the OPEC (Orga- 
nisation of the Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries) meeting might 
mean oil at $10 per barrel. Prices 
were steadier cm Monday but 
hung precariously just under $16 
for the Benchmark Brent blend 
after a violent fall last week. 

They are down from nearly $20 
in March and at the lowest since 
before the Gulf war', depressed 
by prospects that the United Na- 
tions may soon ease the embargo 
that has kept Iraqi oil off foe 
market since that conflict. 

The market is now also sceptic- 
al on whether OPEC, amid new 
tensions between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, can agree on output 
quotas to curb excess supply even 
without Iraq. 

The shape is now emerging of a 
possible OPEC accord. 

A key OPEC deal-maker, 
Venezuelan Oil Minister Alirio 
Parra, has at -least put a figure on 
foe table, of 24.5 milli on bands 
daily, for a new overall OPEC 
output ceiling from October 1.' 

Some bTqkers were sceptical of 
the proposal which Mr. Parra 
aired in foe Middle East Econo- 
mic Survey (MELS). But even on 
gloomy views of worldwide de- 
mand, a limit of S24.5 raiflion 
should — on paper — support 
prices. ® 

Based on forecasts by foe 
West’s International Energy 


increase foe quotas for Iran, 
Kuwait and Nigeria. 

Sandi Arabia, however, does 
not see why it should forgo a 
quota increase and cede percen- 
tage market share just to “re- 
ward” Iran for its alleged excess 
output of recent months. 

On its side, Iran may revive its 
argument that Saudi Arabia 
should cut rather than freeze. 

Mediators tike Mr. Parra will 
try to bridge foe apparent Saadi 
and Iranian positions during 
OPEC talks starting September 
25. 


Agency, it would force western 
ofl company to draw down their 
bloated stocks of about a million 
pbd. 

But everything depends op get- 
ting all 12 OPEC members to sign 
up to individual quotas wrthm 
such a ceDmf at levels that 
unlike racrw ^Bthey would actually 
honour, -jr* 

In particular, neither Iran, nor 
Kuwait deem current anotas fair 
and both are exceeding their 
assigned limits. ■ ' 

Delegates said one formqla 
would freeze Saudi Arabia on its 
current 8.0 million barrels, a huge 
one-third of all OPEC oil, but 


Western industry executives 
note that weak prices have in foe 
past tended to coerce OPEC into 
agreement. Iran and, less acutely, 
foe Saudis both need revenue. 

But no OPEC seller will easily 
cede market share just now be- 
cause all need foe highest possi- 
ble base from which to make the 
inevitable cuts when, sooner or 
later, Iraq sells oil again. 

The Associated Press reported 
from New York that energy fu- 
tures prices advanced across foe 
board in moderate but uneventful 
trading Monday. 

Next-month delivery of light 
sweet crude oil, which lost 21 
cents on Friday, added 19 cents to 
settle at $16.95 per barrel on foe 
New York Mercantile Exchange. 

Refined petroleum products 
traded on foe exchange gamed 
modest ground. Unleaded gaso- 
line for delivery in October added 
0.10 cent to settle at 48.57 cents a 
and home beating oil for 
livery next month settled at 
5139 cents a gallon, up 0.04 cent. 

The near-term .crude contract 
; has fallen, about $2 per barrel in 
! receriFweeks 'annd-in<£cations of 
slack worldwide demand and in- 
creasing OPEC production. 

With crude oil at its lowest 
level since just before Iraq In- 
vaded Kuwait more than three 
years ?- o, “all technical indica- 
tors ; crying out for foe market 
to bi one analyst said. 

There was virtually no reaction 
tin . to a proposal by Mr. Parra that 
— OPEC’s October-December pro- 
duction be increased to 24.5 mil- 
lion barrels a day, 900,000 barrels 
higher than foe current ceiling. 

MEES comments: “only con- 
firmed a fact that the market 
already knows,” — that foe 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries is producing 
above its output ceiling, the 
analyst said. 


World Bank eyes investment 
needs in West Bank, Gaza 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
World Bank estimates that foe 
Israeli-occupied territories of the' 
West Bank and Gaza Strip — 
now on foe verge of Palestinian 
self-rule — - will need at least 
$3,000 million over 10 years to 
build up their basic public econo- 
mic infrastructure. 

The 40-page bank report, “De- 
veloping the Occupied Territor- 
ies: An Investment in Peace,” 
released September 12, is based 
on intensive field work by foe 
bank staff over the past several 
months in collaboration with 
Palestinians, Israelis and Jorda- 
nians. 

The report was prepared on 
behalf of the sponsors of the 
Middle East peace talks. It 
underscores foe urgent need for a 
major upgrading of foe physical 
and soda] inftastnctnre in foe 
occupied territories so that living 
conditions can improve and 
private-sector investment can be 
stimulated. 

The focus of investment in the 
early years should be on the 
rehabilitation and upgrading of 
public infrastructure and services 
in water supply, sewerage, solid 
.waste, road transport, electricity, 
education, and health, foe report 
says. 

The focus in the long term, it 
says, should indude investment 
In power gener ati on, expansion 
of health, education and trans- 
port services, the modernisation 
of educational curriculum, and 
ig of foe universities, 
io Koch-Weser, foe bank's 
vice president for foe Middle East 
and North Africa, said the report 
“provides a solid foundation for 
the international community to 
address foe urgent development 
needs of foe West Bank and Gaza 
Scrip.” He said stub efforts “are 
necessary to enhance foe chances 
for a lasting peace in foe Middle 
East.” 

Mr. Koch-Weser, who visited 
the occupied territories last 
April, said the bank is ready “to 
explore with foe donor commun- 
ity bow the technical and finan- 
cial needs of foe West Bank and 
Gaza can be funded" and bow foe 


bank can hdp to coordinate such 
assistance. 

Prospective donors are ex- 
pected to lay down a preliminary 
framework for aid to the occu- 
pied territories in talks to be held 
at die World Bank on September 
20 . 

The 10-year $3, 000-mill ion 
econ o mic development plan en- 
visages inv e stments fax the public 
sector of a boat $1300 milion in 
the first five years. The report 
notes that foe S3,000-m31ion fi- 
gure is a conservative one under 
foe scenario of a “smooth transi- 
tion” from occupation to self-rule 
by the Palestinians. The 
could climb if Palestinian 
meat in Israel fells and die 
vate sector does not deve 
sufficiently; also if there is a 
major movement of population 
such as the return of Palestinians 
living abroad. 

External donors — including 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) — 
currently spend about $175 mil- 
lion a year in the occupied terri- 
tories. The report says external 
aid flows would have to be 
“roughly doubled” from present 
levels to around $350 million a 
year to meet the financing needs 
of the public sector while taking 
into account certain recurrent ex- 
penditures from earlier years. 

Current support from private 
external flows is estimated at 
$200 millio n to S250 million per 
year from remittances by foe 
200,000 Palestinian workers in 
foe Gulf countries, Europe and 
North America. The report’s pro- 
jections assume a continuation of 
private flows at fob leveL 

The report points out “key 
institutional and policy areas” 
where adjustments are needed to 
achieve sustainable economic and 
social development. 

For example, the legal and 
regulatory framework would 
■need to be adjusted to support 
private sector initiatives; the 
management of public finances, 
such as foe tax system, would 
need to be put on a sound footing 
to attract external assistance and 


Dollar, stocks finish 
morning session lower 


TOKYO (AP) — The U.S. 
dollar fell against the Japanese 
yen in morning trading Tues- 
day, while prices on the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange slipped on 
profit-taking. 

Around noon, the dollar was 
quoted at 2G5.6S yen, down 
0-42 yen from Monday’s dose 
to 106.10 yen and also lower 
than its overnight New York 
dose of 106.27 yen. 

After opening at 10633 yen, 
foe dollar ranged between 
10530 yen and 10633 yen. 

Dealers said profit-taking 
following foe dollar’s gains 
over the four previous sessions 
pushed foe U.S. currency 


down. The dollar had risen a 
total of ZOO yen, or 03 per 
cent, on lingering speculation 
that Japan would soon lower 
its official discount rate. 

Hie discount rate b foe in- 
terest the Bank of Japan 
charges on loans to commercial 
banks. A lower rate would 
make yen-denominated invest- 
ments less profitable. 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Yasushi Mieno told a news 
conference Monday that the 
Central Bank was not con- 
sidering a rate cut. 

On foe stock exchange, the 
225-issue Nikkei stock average 
fell 102.91 points. 


Peanuts 


I HAVE TO TELL YOU 
SOMETHING CHARLES..' 
BUT FIRST, I WANT TO 
KNOW IF YOU LIKE ME... 

WELL. SURE. I LJKE YOU, 
ROYANNE.. BUT I DON'T 
REALLY KNOW YOU.. I MEAN, 
OUR TEAM PLAYED YOUR 
TEAM A COUPLE OF TIMES.. 




ANP. OF COURSE. I 
I HIT THOSE 
TWO HOME 
RUNS, AND.. 


THAT'S WHAT I HAVE TO 
CONFESS. CHARLE5..IC0ULD 
HAVE STRUCK YOU OUT IF 
I HAE7 WANTED TO ! 



Andy Capp 


IS VOUR MAT EFEEL INO 
j ALL RK347; MISTER 
■w 


TAKE NO 
NOTICE/.,, 
ANCJ* ITE’S 
ASP»NSER 
I NTH BSE 

Fwms-' 


UP HERE IN A PUB 
-7 VOU E/TH ER - — ' 
J FEEL GREAT J 
f OR NOT ATALL-l 




Muttn’Jeff 



support the private sector, foe 
management of public infrastruc- 
ture, such as public utilities, 
would need to become more effi- 
cient, accountable and auton- 
omous. 

The report says that a critical 
element of the strategy for 
achieving sustained economic and 
social development b the major 
upgrading of physical and social 
infrastructural services to be 
undertaken mainly by foe public 
sector. But the report says that 
public sector investments should 
support rather than p ree m pt pri- 
vate initiative. 

The report says that after the 
concerned parties agree on foe 
findings of foe report, the next 
step would be for the donor 
community to mobilise funds of 
up to $35 million to help launch 
foe initial phase of foe technical 
assistance programme. 

The report wains that because 
of foe relatively large size of foe 
proposed technical assistance 
programme and the lack of ex- 
perience in the occupied territor- 
ies in managing such program- 
mes, “careful attention would 
need to be paid to foe imple- 
mentation arrangements.” 

It notes that for the technical 
assistance to be relevant and use- 
ful, “clearly foe Palestinians 
would need to have a major 
derision-making role in the de- 
sign and administration” of foe 
programme. This would in torn 
require significant sup port from 
the Israeli civil administration in 
the occupied territories them-' 
selves. 

The report says a preliminary 
analysis suggests that with “good 
policy” a growth rate of more' 
than 3 per cent in per capita 
incomes b sustainable, with a 
total rise in incomes of 40 per 


cent in 10 years. The gross 
national product (GNP) per capi- 
ta in 1991 was $1,715. 

Such a scenario b contxQgaK 
on there being a “smooth” phase- 
out of Palestinians from the 
Israeli labour market and pro- 
vided there are adequa te external 
and private capital inflows of 
about $2,500 mjJKon during foe 
five-year transition period. 

The report warns that in case 
there is a “sharp” reduction fas 
employment of Palestinians m 
Israel, foe short-run situation fax 
the occupied territories b likely 
to be much worse, requiring an 
additional $350 million in exter- 
nal inflows over the first five 
years. 

By “good policy,” the report 
assumes: 

— a peace agreement that re- 
solves strategic uncertainty suffi- 
ciently to provide foe basis for 
private capital inflows and iimfl- 
ment in productive activities: 

— a relaxation of supply-ride 
constraints, inducting deregula- 
tion and improvements in the 

__ economic ii' 
industrial land; 

— trade arrangements that 
allow substantial trade expansion 
in foe region and elsewhere; 

a strong public finance 
framework with substantially ex- 
panded revenues including taxes 
now accruing to foe Israeli treas- 
ury; 

— a major strengthening of the 
administrative and policy- 
formulating capability of foe 
emerging, interim self-governing 
authority; 

— a strengthening of the hu- 
man resource base both by 

-up training programmes 
’by access to entrepreneurial 
and professional skills of the 
Palestinians living abroad. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 15, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Virgo Sun’is joined by the New 
Moon, also in Virgo and four 
strong positive aspects 
yon some excellent creative 
and sharply focusing your special 
abilities and energies. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your best bet today is to treat in 
confidence those opportunities 
that arise and to use your ingenuity 
to turn to your advantage with 
cleverness. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Think about what you can best do 
to back up a friend who has a 
unique problem and in return you 
will find yon get more support than 
you bad anticipated. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
-Activity in the outside world is foe 
best means by which you can now 
bring to light your talents but be 
prejrared for some new ondet for 
them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Yon want to get off to 
some new interests which is fine 
but don't pfauj exactly bow you will 
attend to them as new arrange- 
ments can come into being. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
start to do somet hi ng that your 
attachment despise but don’t be 
surprised if some change occur in 
that persons plans and go along 
with them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Matters of a worldly nature 


come to light that brings you more 
facets by which you will be able to 
succeed in some joint projects so 
be on foe qui vive. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Yon see ways by which yon can 
make your environment much 
more to your liking by adding 
charm, beauty but. some changes 
can be good for your plans. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A recreation that appeals 
to you comes up in the morning but 
don't definitely commit youraelf as 
later yon find an e - en more attrac- 
tive entertainment. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have an idea 
for making your home more KvaWc 
and harmonious and it is good even 
though additional ways to bring 
this to pass will come up. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Consider communica- 
tions carefully before you respond 
to them for before the day is out 
some inspired thought occurs mak- 
ing them more effective. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You visualise ways to add 
to your income and revenue early 
but don't make decisions until late: 
in the day as better additions can 
be made tonight. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your persona] desires for new 
ways to gam long range plans in the 
morning are fine and as the day 
proceeds they become better and 
better so expand them. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Bernice Gordon 


ACROSS 
t St — ’a fire 
5 Bestows 
generously 
10 Autocrat 

14 Secular 

15 Albert 

16 City In Hawaii 

17 Role played by 
Ginger Rogers 

19 Manchurian 
river 

20 Lewflng 

21 Nobleman 

23 The Blue — " 
(James Mason) 

24 — and cons 
27 Playfully mock 
29 Wisdom 

33 Type of engine 

36 Burmese VIP 

37 Mired 

39 inscribed stone 
pfflar 

40 Assorted: abbr. 
42 Aquatic mammal 

44 Desert Storm 
missile 

45 Attitudinizes 
47 Asian jumper 

49 Summertime 
refresher 

50 Truman's 
Secretary of the 
Treasury 

52 Got ndof 
54 Savage 

56 European river 

57 Question word 
59 Cruising 

61 vip m Kuwait 
65 Upper limit 
67 Finger game 

70 Opposed 

71 Inquired 

72 Suipnse attack 

73 Nuisance 

74 Tilts 

75 Lat. I word 

DOWN 

1 Nevada town 

2 Remained 

3 Baseball glove 

4 Marry -grnvsd 
creaks as 

5 Ump's kin 



87 

H 


■ 

K 



56 

70 




rt 





r 1993 Trnuna Mem Sai 
AARtpui neearvea 


6 Stir 

7 Pastoral poem: 

var. 

8 Egyptian 

9 Hit the ceiling 

10 Friend's 
pronoun 

11 Pet with blue 
eyes 

12 — brave 

13 Sauce thickener 
18 Belgian town 
22 Estrada 

25 Hep 

26 Rabbit tails 

28 Defeats, at 
bridge 

29 Cesspools 

30 Charged atom 

31 Moves wanly 

32 Outward 

34 Dodg- 

35 Took on freight 
38 Klme ofthe 

screen 

41 Give up land 
43 aptit 


Yesterday's Pugfe Solved: 


ngnno nn an 
gnnnn nnan ; 
pJSS2° QClFHn 
□HEirann ranran; 
nrann nnn 

ujnnno nmnnn 

nora onnnn n 
rann DBnn 
gnaonnn nan 
gggnnnno nn 
jjnno nnon ni 
nnnn nnnra n, 




48 Antitoxins w wa 

*8 Absolutely not 62Dui 

51 Scoundrel 

53 Fruit ot the 
maple 
55 Rant out 

57 Embrace 

58 Usee strop 


66 




1 


--- 
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joKBu mates jwribmkb 
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Deutsche Mark 



Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Current Unit 


- uso hr SiTG 

4 Kuropcwi Opcnl^t A* R» iuu. UMT 


? 14/31.1993. 


Currency 

I'MTH | 

5MTHS 

4 MTHS 


U.S. Dollar 

EE9 

3.72 

3.25 

1 3 .37 I 

Sterling Pound 

5. Si 

5.75 

5.62 


Deutsche Mark 

6.75 

6.50 

4.25 , 

5.37 

Swiss Franc 

4.61 

4.56 

4.44 

4.15 

Frencb Franc 

7.00 1 

6.93 

6.50 

5.37 

Japanese Yen 

Z-Sl 

1.61 

1.56 


European Currency Unit ' 

7.75 * 

7.46 

! 7.06 

6.50 


tnu ria n t . Mi inn Cor i 


rumflBR I -S. IWkn UMKLSMer cqataloiL 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

GaU 

347.50 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gro 

Silver 

3.94 

0.090 


Bscbnoga BnCn Bu ll a kin 
Dafe 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


■LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


ITS. $1.00 costs 


One s t erlin g 


13208/18 

1.6165/75 

1.8150/60 

L41Q5A5 

3431/58- 

5.6197/07 

1538.0/0.0 

105.65/75 

7.8700/90 

7.O14OM0 

6.6300/00 

$1.5395/05 


Canadian dollar 
Dentscbemarks 
Dntch gnflders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns- 


French threats on GATT carry Gaullist echo 


PARIS (R) — France’s fanners 
axe threatened. Its European 
Community partners refuse to 
budge. A Gaullist leader boycotts 
EC meetings, provoking a crisis 
that shakes the community to its 
core. Then a co m p ro mise is bom. 

Sound familial? 

Such brinksmanship is part of 
the legacy of former President 
Charles de Gaulle inherited fay 
Edouard Balladnr, a Gahffist pre- 
mier defending French fanners at 
GATT world trade talks. 

De Gaulle — World Wax n 
hero and architect of France’s 
modem constitution — threw the 
EC into crisis in 1965 with his 
“empty chair” protest against a 
farm financing plan. 

The EC’s common agricultural 
policy, at the heart of that crisis, 
is now at the centre of seven- 
year-old trade talks under the 
auspices of the General Agree- 


ment on Tariffs and TYade. 

The success or failure of nego- 
tiations among 116 countries 
rides largely on the shoulders of 
Mr. Balladur, the inheritor of de 
Gaulle’s political philosophy of de- 
fending French national interests 
while building a European com- 
mon market. 

No GAIT pact can be reached 
unless the 12 EC member states 
and Washington agree on how 
deeply and bow quickly to cut 
agricultural subsidies, blamed for 
distorting the world economy and 
robbing developing countries of 
much-needed income. 

No pact will be sealed unless it 
satisfies Mr. Bahadur, who has 
rejected a draft' U.S.-EC accord 
signed last November. 

The stakes for the conservative 
premier, propelled into office by 
a landslide electoral win last 
March, are enormous. 

Farmers occupy a rank within 


France that they have relinqnjgbed 
in many other developed coun- 
tries. They are numerous: count- 
ing retired farmers and family 
members, they represent almost 
one in five voters. 

They are visible: most of 
France remains countryside 
tended by farmers. City dwellers, 
most of whose families lived on 
the land a generation or so ago, 
commonly complain France’s 
pastoral charm will be forever 
lost if farmers are driven off the 
land. 

They often take to the streets 
in violent protest. 

Champagne, wheat and other 
farm goods contribute more than 
any other category to France’s 
trade surplus, which hit a record 
$1.9 billion in May. In a reces- 
sionary economy plagued by re- 
cord unemployment, exports are 
a crucial component of growth. 

But do farmers have enough 


clout to force Mr. Bahadur to 
provoke an EC crisis or torpedo 
the GATT talks? 

The political stakes are high. 
The respected Le Monde daily 
wrote this month that the U.S.- 
EC accord, called Blair House, 
“would light powder kegs in the 
countryside and no doubt pro- 
voke the fall of the government.” 

Even those who doubt the 
cabinet would crumble say Mr. 
Bahadur would be crippled if he 
did not defend farmers to the hSt. 

Members of bis centre-right 
coalition who rejected the Maas- 
tricht Treaty on European politic- 
al, economic and monetary union 
are itching for an EC fight over 
GATT. 

“France must break with 
GATT," Philippe de Villiers, a 
maverick right-winger, said last 
week. “GATT grinds up jobs, 
destroys rural society and crowds 
our cities.” 


Arguments m favour of free 
trade that seduce mod) of the 
world often fall on deaf ears in 
France, which erected tariffs 
against North American wheat 
imports as long ago as 1892. 

Looming in (he background is 
France's 1995 presidential vote. 
The right is gearing up for an 
assault on the presidency, held tty 
Socialist Francois Mitterrand 
since 1981. and is keen not to alien- 
ate a core segment of its electo- 
rate. 

To date, Mr. Baliadur has suc- 
cessfully controlled the anti- 
Maastricht forces within his coali- 
tion and wants to avoid another 
EC crisis' following the currency 
debacle this summer. 

To keep European Union on 
tracek, he has initiated talks with 
Germany to find a compromise 
that would allay French worries 
without requiring a rewriting of 
the U.S.-EC farm accord. 


EC diplomats said Bonn’s; 
strategy is to “delay and stretdi”; 
— delay the start of subsidy cuts, ' 
if possible until after the 1995' 
presidential vote, and stretch out 
their implementation. 

Last weekend EC foreign 
ministers lent support to the 
French crusade but dampened' 
hopes of any agreement in time, 
for a September 20 meeting of 
EC foreign and farm ministers. 
That worries GAIT officials, 
who have set a December 15 
deadline. 

Washington remains staunchly 
opposed to changing the farm 
agreement but is convinced of 
Mr. Bahadur’s seriousness when 
be says be will veto the accord 
unless it is modified. 

“We no longer doubt his com- 
mittment to veto," a U.S. diplo- 
mat said. “We can’t see any way 
out of this impasse." 


Kerry Packer joins Huntsman in bid for Texaco 
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SYDNEY (AFP) — Australian 
media tycoon Kerry Packer said 
on Tuesday that he was seeking 
to develop bis chemical industry 
holdings through a joint venture 
to buy the U.S. Texaco chemical 
company for more than one bil- 
lion U.S. dollars. 

His family company Consoli- 
dated Press Holdings Ltd. said 
dial it had formed a 50/50 joint 
venture with the U.S. H untsm an 
Financial Corporation to boy the 
Texaco Inc subsidiary and nearly 
all of its worldwide operations for 


$1.06 billion. 

The deal, expected to dose on 
January 1, includes an option for 
the joint venture to buy either all 
or half of Texaco’s Propylene 
Oxide/MTBE Plant now being 
built in Texas. 

Mr. Packer said that the purch- 
ase was an important step In his 
company’s desire to make che- 
micals through a partnership with 
Huntsman. 

Although Texaco Chemical Co 
is unprofitable, analysts said that 
the highly cyclical world pet- 


rochemical industry promised 
substantial profits once it 
emerged from its current down- 
turn. 

“The chemical industry is a 
licence to print money when 
things are good," said Australian 
Chemical Industry Council 
spokesman Rncfi Micbclson. 

The joint venture will be 
named Huntsman Corp, and will 
be managed and operated by the 
Jon Huntsman family. ' 

Huntsman Financial Corp, a 
wholly-owned family business, is 


an affiliate of the Huntsman Che- 
mical Corporation, the biggest 
private chemical company in die 
United States. 

Jon Huntsman said the Tex- 
aco purchase gave his group a 
wide array of products it did not 
currently manufacture. 

Mr. Huntsman and Mr. Packer 
became joint business pertnera in 
June when a Huntsman Company 
bought 50 per cent of Compress's 
Cbempiex petrochemical opera- 
tions in Melbourne. 

Mr. Huntsman said that the 


Texaco purchase partially fulfil- 
led the pair’s goal of expanding 
their chemical interests globally, 
and they intended to be aggres- 
sive in the industry. 

“We expect this acquisition to 
be tiie cornerstone around which 
the partnership will build," Mr. 
Packer said in a statement. “Jon 
and I will acquire additional che- 
mical companies in the future." 

Conspre&s did not say how the 
purchase would be funded, but 
the company is liquid following a 
series or profitable deals. 


Texaco Chemical Company 
manufactures commodity and; 
special chemicals at six plants in 
the United States as well as at 
facilities in Canada, Belgium, 
Brazil, Britain and Colombia. 

Its primary products indude 
ethylene, propylene, ethylene ox- 
ide, ethylene glycol, lubricant/ 
fuel additives and performance 
chemicals. 

Texaco chemical company in 
1992 has sales revenues of $1.46 
billion, but made an operating 
loss erf $13 million m 1992. 
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| Norway’s Labour keeps power; 
Inters hit plans to join EC 


OSLO (R) — Norway's ruling 
labour Party has strengthened its 
fnfavr in a genera] election but 
voters may have shattered its 
Elans for Norway to join the 
European Community (EC). 

r While Labour gained slightly in 
Monday’s vote, the bitterly anti- 
EC Centre Party surged to be- 
come second-largest party behind 
labour in the 165-member parlia- 
ment — and vowed to step up its 
figbt against EC membership. 

1 Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland, 54, said the govern- 
ment' would continue talks with 
Brussels on joining the EC, argu- 
ing that Norway cannot risk isola- 
tion in northern Europe after the 
cold war. 

“The Labour Party has won the 
declaration of support we asked 
for,” said Mrs. Brundtland, a 
three-times prime minister, 
whose party has been buoyed by 
signs of an economic recovery 
despite persistently high unem- 


ployment. 

“This is a shot across the bows 
for EC supporters,’' said Centre 
Party leaaer Anne Eager Lahn- 
stein, 43, known as the “no 
queen" in Norway for her pas- 
sionately anti-EC views. 

With about 90 per cent of the 
vote counted Tuesday, Labour 
was set to win 67 seats, up from 
63 in the last election in 1989. The 
minority government can keep 
power by creating informal 
alliances with smaller parties. 

The Centre Party was headed 
to win 31 seats, up from 11 in 
1989. It says EC membership 
would mean sacrificing independ- 
ence and giving up control over 
natural resources such as North 
Sea oil and fisheries. 

“Knock .out against the EC,” 
the daily Verdens Gang said in a 
front-page headline. 

Strongly anti-EC parties would 
win more than the 42 seats, or 25 


E er cent of the vote, needed to 
lock membership even if Norwe- 
gians vote “yes" to EC mem- 
bership in a possible referendum 
in 1994 or 1995. 

Norway's 1814 constitution 
would demand a 75 per cent vote 
in parliament to supplement any 
“yes” in a referendum. Ms. 
Lahnstein says she will not neces- 
sarily respect a narrow “yes" 
from voters. 

Norwegians said “no” to EC 
membership the last time they 
were asked, in 1972, and recent 
polls show most are against even 
though neighbouring Finland and 
Sweden have also applied to join. 

Pro-EC parties on the right- 
wing were the big losers in Mon- 
day's vote, bucking a swing to- 
wards the right in many Euro- 
pean nations since the end of die 
cold war. 

The Conservatives, traditional- 
ly the second biggest party behind 


Labour and arguing for tax cuts 
and curbs on Norway’s generous 
welfare state, were likely to 
slump to 29 seats, the party's 
worst showing since 1973, from 
37. 

But a computer failure in the 
capital meant that full results 
from Oslo could be delayed until 
Thursday. And the glitch could 
force a new vote for the 15 Oslo 
seats. 

Centre Party leader Ms. Lahn- 
stein, a former nurse, said she 
might cooperate with Ms. 
Brundtland, an international 
'campaigner for the environment 
and women's rights, on issues 
other than the EC. 

Among other anti-EC parties, 
the Socialist Left '*arty slipped to 
13 seats from 17 a d the Christian 
Democrats lost o seat to 13. On 
the far-right, the >-EC Progress 
Party was set to J e 12 of its 22 
seats. 


Mitterrand falls ill on arrival in S. Korea 


SEOUL (R) — French President 
Francois Mitterrand fell sick dur- 
ing a welcoming ceremony in his 
honour shortly after arriving in 
South Korea Tuesday but was 
able to resume his schedule after 
30 minutes, witnesses said. 

-'Witnesses said Mr. Mitterrand. 
76,; was signing the visitors' book 
at the presidential Blue House in 
Seoul before a meeting with 
South Korean Presiden* Kim 
Ypong-Sam when be vomited 
into his handkerchief. 

■He was led off to private quar- 
ters _at tiie Blue House to recover, 
leaving French officials . hast 
and- his South Korean hosts look- 
ing* worried. 

But reporters and photo- 
graphers at the ceremony iiid 
Mjv, Mitterrand, looking frail but 
stifling, reappeared after a half- 
hour rest and was well enough to 


start scheduled talks with Mr. 
Kim. 

Sources dose to the French 
president said Mr. Mitterrand 
was suffering “a light malaise” 
brought on by his long fiir’n from 
France and the beat. 

“The president bad a gk s of 
water and a short rest. But **w 
he is well enough to resume his 
programme,” one source said. 

Mr. Mitterrand is not the firs 
foreign VIP to fall ill in connec- 
tion with a visit to South Korea 

Ex-President George Bush 
the United States collapsed It 
year at a banquet in Japan th. 
day after visiting Seoul. Mr. 
Bush’s aides blamed food poison- 
ing for the attack. 

Mr. Mitterrand and his delega- 
tion, including ministers of fore- 
ign affairs, industry, transport 


and research and a dozen major 
industrialists and businessmen, 
were met by Foreign Minister 
Han Sung-Joo two hours before 
the Blue House ceremony. 

French sources said the visit 
was to demons“ate France's wish 
to develop further trade and in- 
vestment here and to boost poli- 
tical ties. 

The visit comes barely a month 
if er Seoul awarded a consortium 

J by France's GEC-Alsthotn a 
£2.4 billion deal to provide Trains 
a Grande Vitesse (TGV) to run a 
400 kilometres high-speed rail 
link between Seoul and Pusan. 

French officials said South 
Korea, with its booming eco- 
nomy. was now a major partner 
for France. The TGV deal, clin- 
ched over German rival Siemens 
AG, should be the starting point 


for a further boost : n bilateral 
exchanges. 

Officials in Seoul expect Paris 
to play a key role in helping 
South Korean exporters striving 
to gain more access to the Euro- 
pean market. 

South Korea is seeking to di- 
versify exports away from its big- 
gest trading partners, the United 
States and Japan, but Seoul's 
eagerness to sell to Europe has 
often met with import restric- 
tions, including stiff anti-dumping 
duties. 

Mr. Kim, in an interview pub- 
lished Monday by the French 
daily Le Figaro, said he wanted 
France to overtake Germany and 
Britain to become South Korea’s 
top trade partner in the European 
Community and help it boost 
exchanges with the group. 


Croatia, Krajina Serbs set conditions for talks 


ZAGREB (AP) — U.N. officials 
urgently sought to find some 
agreement for a ceasefire be- 
tween rebel Serbs and the Croa- 
tian army, to halt a flareup of 
fighting that threatens to rekindle 
Croatia's dormant war. 

;Both sides indicated they 
would consider discussing U.N. 
proposals for a truce, but only if 
certain conditions were met, 
according to a U.N. statement- 
issued in Zagreb. 

! Gen. Jean. Cot, commander of 
IJ.N. forces in former Yugosla- 
via, met Tuesday with the Croa- 
tian army commander, Gen. 
Janko Bobetko, but there were 
no details of the talks, said a 
U.N. official, speaking on condi- 
tion -of anonymity. 

;In a unconfirmed report, the 
Croatian News Agency (HINA) 
said Gen. Cot later went to Serb- 
controlled Gradacac. 

Despite U.N. efforts, Scri> 
Croat fighting was reported 
around the town of Gospic and 
the Yugoslav News Agency, Tan- 
jug, said Serbs shot down a Croa- 
tian MiG Tuesday over the region 
around Kariovac. 


A truce between Serbs and 
Croats, which ended Croatia's 
six-month dvil war in 1991, 
appears to be unraveling despite 
the presence of 14,050 U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

Serbs, backed by the Yugoslav 
army, captured about one-third 
of Croatian territory in the war 
whu . dam. . . least lu 
lives. 

The latest fighting erupted last 
Thursday when the Croatian 
anv three Serb-held 

vih-S • . wlaied when S-jrbs 

threatened “massive retaliation,’’ 
published a list of 50 possible 
targets, and shelled Zagreb sub- 
urbs. Eight people were killed in 
attacks on Croat-held Kariovac. 
about 50 kilometres southwest of 
’reb. 

Heavy artillery battles raged in 
Kariovac Monday in which at 
least three people were reported 
killed. U.N. officials had no im- 
mediate reports of fighting Tues- 
day, but Croatian TV reported 
that Serbs shelled the town of 
Gospic. 

A U.N. offidal said there was 
no physical evidence that Croa- 


tian plane was shot down. But he 
said four MiGs left a Croatian 
base Tuesday morning and only 
three returned. The Croatian De- 
fence Ministry refused to com- 
ment. 

The renewed fighting promp- 
ted the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees to make p'"ns to 
c\;w~ate l.riJO mostly Muslim 
Bosnian refugees from Kariovac, 
said agency spokeswoman Alem- 
ka Lisins ki. Croatian authorities 
e 1 " n* t 000 Croat refugees 
fro n it ic town Monday. 

Late Si-nda’y, Gen. Cot prop- 
osed that both sides issue a cease- 
fire and withdraw to lines held 
before the Croatian army offen- 
last Thu.'sday, with a strong 
*J.N. presence in the area, the 
U.N. statement said. 

The dispute centres over three 
villages — Gtiuk, Divase lo and 
Pod tell — retaken by Croats in 
the latest offensive. 

Gen. Mile Novakovic, com- 
mander of the Croatian Serb 
forces, responded Monday that 
be would accept “most elements 
of the proposal,” the U.N. state- 
ment said. It also said Gen. 


Bobetko, the Croatian comman- 
der, indicated that his side would 
accept the U.N. proposal on con- 
dition U.N. forces take “exclu- 
sive control” of the three villages. 

Croatian offidals are impatient 
over U.N. failure to enforce a 
peace plan and return Serb-held 
Krajina to them. Serbs say the 1 ' 
will never submit to Croatte : 
rule. 

Meanwhile, Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman met in Geneva 
Tuesday with the president of 
neighbouring Bosnia- 
Heizegcrvma, Alija Izetbegovic. 
International mediators hope the 
talks will clear obstacles and 
allow peace talks on ending the 
17-month war in Posnia to re- 
sume. 


The meeting appeared to have 
an effect on the {ground. Cmdr. 
Idesbald Van Biesebroeck, a 
spokesman for U.N. peacekeep- 
ers in Sarajevo, said fighting was 
relatively light in the contested 
dty of Mostar, allowing the eva- 
cuation of 41 Muslims from the 
eastern sector of the divided town 
Monday. 



:2 British tourists shot in Florida 


'■TALLAHASSEE, Florida (R) — A British conple in a rental car 
Iwere brutally shot, one fatally, by teenagers when they pulled off 
;a major highway in Florida before dawn Tuesday to use a toilet, 
■police said. The woman survived the shooting and was hospital- 
*.ised in a stable condition, but the man was killed. The cor~ : -' 
were in their mid-30's and from Yorkshire in England, 
•shooting was the latest in a series of murders of foreign to 
'throughout Florida which have stirred international outrage 
incident occurred about 1:30 a.m. edt (0630 GMT) ai 
■.Interstate Highway 10, about 25 miles outside Florida’s stare 
capital of Tallahassee, according to John Joyce, a spokesman at 
Ithe Florida Department of Law Enforcement. “There’s no 
judication at this point why these people were picked out by the 
suspects,” said Mr. Joyce. “It’s appalling that this would happen 
again to tourists.” Loral radio stations reported the couple were 
jshot in a robbery attempt. 

Protestant shot dead in N. Ireland 

BELFAST (R) — A Protestant was gunned down outside his 
Northern Ireland home Monday night and died in the arms of his 
pregnant girlfriend, police said. Vernon Bailey, 41, killed in the 
isolated County Down village of Carrowdore, was released from 
prison last year where he had been serving a sentence for 
racketeering. This prompted speculation by detectives that he 
may have been the victim of a feud within Protestant extremist 
tanks- No group immediately claimed responsibility. Meanwhile a 
convicted IRA bomber was sentenced to 15 years in prison 
Monday and then given 989 years in concurrent terms for 80 other 
pffences in the troubled province of Northern Ireland. Belfast 
Gown Court passed the judgment on Scon Monaghan, 26, after 
be adnfitted committing the crimes over a 12-month period. Mr. 
Monaghan was given 15 years for the attempted murder of British 
troops in Northern Ireland. The court also heard that he planted 
six firebombs and was responsible for a device that destroyed 
government offices in Belfast. 

House rejects U.N. peacekeeping fund 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The house of representatives voted 
down a $30 million U.N. peacekeeping fund as well as a proposed 
$10 million Command Centre at U.N. Headquarters to tram 
foreign peacekeepers. Congressmen rejected the defence re- 
sponse fond amendment to the fiscal 1994, $262 billion defence 
budget bill by narrow margins: 211-199 for the peacekeeping fund 
and 210-199 for the Command Centre. ‘The administration is on 
the verge of moving U.S. foreign policy where the United Nations 
determines how and where operations are aboard,” Republican 
Representative for Utah James Hansen said Monday before the 
vote- The fund would have paid the startup costs for up to five 


u. 


military operations, while the proposal for a Command. Control 
and Communications Centre at U.N. Headquarters in New York 
Gty included $23.1 million to teach the military's role in a 
democracy .to countries around the world. 

Technical talks on Hong Kong resume 

PEKING (AFP) — The Smo-British diplomatic body charged 
with overseeing Hong Kong’s return to China in 1997 opened 
another round of meetings here Tuesday, with technical issues 
dominating the agenda. “I hope you’ve come here with more 
thin^ in your pocket,” Guo Fengmin, head of the Chinese side of 
the joint liaison group, quipped to his British counterpart 
Anthony Galsworthy with reporters present. Mr. Galsworthy 
noted, however, that the meeting, which runs until Thursday at a 
state guest house in the Chinese capital, would focus on the nuts 
and bolts of Hong Kong's historic change of sovereignty. Those 
include “stabilising” Hong Kong’s dvil service, the official 
Xinhua News Agency said, as well as post-1997 travel tk. rumen ts 
and fine-tuning the definition of a Hong Kong permanent 
resident. 

Famous Chinese dissident freed 

PEKING (AFP) — China’s most celebrated political prisoner, 
Wei Jingsheng, was freed Tuesday after spending more than 14 
years behind bars, in what many viewed as a gesture to boost 
Peking’s bid to stage the 2000 Olympic Games. Mr. Wei, 43, was 
arrested in March 1979 for his leading role in Peking's 1978-79 
pro-democracy movement and was sentenced in Ortober that 
year to 15 years for “counter-revolutionary activities" and 
“divulging state secrets.” Due for release in March 1994, he was 
freed on parole by an Intermediary Court in Tangshan, the dty 
east of here where he was being held, after consideration of his 
“good behaviour." a spokeswoman for the Justice Ministry said. 
Diplomats were quick to link the move to the vote in Monaco on 
Sept. 23 to decide which of five candidate dries, induding Peking, 
will stage the 2000 games. 

Mandela: Extremists threaten elections 

CAPE TOWN (AFP) — African National Congress (ANQ 
President 1 Nelson Mandela said Tuesday the white rightwing was 
more of a threat to South Africa’s first democratic elections than 
Zulu leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi. Mr. Mandela told a meeting 
of editors that there were many rightwingers in key positions, 
induding some inside President F.W. De Klerk's cabinet, and 
they could disrupt the scheduled April 27 poll. Mr. Mandela said 
he was not worried about the possible threat to elections from Mr 
Buiheiezi, who heads the ANCs rival Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP) and is chief minister of Kwazulu black homeland. 



IS*. 

A recent picture draws an Angolan array artillery in action la the Cnanza Sul Province (AFP photo) 

Brazil sells 6,000 missiles to Angola 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — 
Private Brazilian arms maker 
Avibras delivered 1,000 missiles 
to Angola in August, the first of 
6,000 units sold for about $160 
million, the news weekly Veja re- 
ported. 

The magazine said President 
Itamar Franco authorised the sale 
of X-40 and X-60 missiles to 
Angola, where President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos' govern- 
ment is fighting South African- 
backed rebels with the National 
Union for the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola (UNITA), 


headed by Jonas Savimbi. 

The Foreign Ministry, the 
Army Ministry, the Armed 
Forces Chiefs of Staff and the 
Secretariat of Strategic Affairs 
all approved the sale. 

The X-40 is the most accurate 
of the three missiles made by 
Avibras. It is capable of hitting a 
target 40 kilometres from the 
launch site within two metres. 
Each unit costs $26,000. 

Brazil has had close ties with 
Angola since its 1975 independ- 
ence. Last year, then-Foreign 


Minister Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso, who since has become 
Brazil's finance minister, urged 
the U.S. government to halt aid 
to UNITA. 

Trade between Angola and 
Brazil, two former Portuguese 
colonies, is worth SI billion 
annually, Veja reported. 

UNITA agreed to a ceasefire 
and peace accord in 1991, but war 
broke out again late last year 
when UNITA refused to accept 
the results of U.N.-supervised 
general elections which it lost. 


Ted up’ Shevardnadze resigns 


TBILISI (AFP) — Georgian 
leader Eduard Shevardnadze 
announced he was resigning 
Tuesday after legislators resisted 
his call for emergency powers to 
combat rebellions which have 
wrecked havoc on the country. 

“I am fed up with the insults 
and the humiliations... I resign," 
Mr. Shevardnadze told a session 
of parliament convened to debate 
his call for a nationwide state of 
emergency. 

The Georgian leader im- 
mediately stormed out of f lie hall 
accompanied by Defence Minis- 
ter Georgi Karkarashvfli and re- 
mained in his office along with his 
dose aides. 

Lawmakers however overwhel- 
mingly rejected in a vote his offer 
to resign and called on Mr. She- 
vardnadze to remain at his post 
but the Georgian leader stated in 
a letter to deputies that their 
show of support had come “too 
late” and that he intended to 
quit. 

Meanwhile, several thousand 
supporters of the former Soviet 
Foreign Minister, who returned 
to lead his homeland in March 
1992, gathered in front of the 


parliamentary building as Geor- 
gian security forces took up posi- 
tions. 

Mr. Shevardnadze’s announce- 
ment came after former govern- 
ment offidal and deputy Dzhaba 
Ioseliani accused the Georgian 
leader of attempting to establish 
dictatorial rule. 

Mr. Ioseliani condemned Mr. 
Shevardnadze's decision to 
reshuffle his cabinet and take on 
the responsibilities of the Interior 
Ministry, a move that was to 
allow the Georgian leader to 
boost the powers of government 
forces fi ghting rebels loyal to 
ousted President Zviad Gam- 
sakhuidia. ' .... 

Many viewed the offer of res- 
ignation as a possible ploy by the 
Georgian leader to push through 
his demand for emergency rule 
and temporarily suspension of 
parliament. 

Under the spedal regime he 
was seeking, political activities 
were to be restricted, rallies and 
derronstrations banned and con- 
trol over the media tightened. 

Forces loyal to Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia have over the past 


month launched an uprising in 
western Georgia to protest the 
withdrawal of Georgian troops 
from the breakaway region of 
Abkhazia. 

The rebels, opposed to a 
Russian-brokered peace agree- 
ment for Abkhazia signed by Mr. 
Shevardnadze on July 28, have 
seized several towns near the 
Black Sea port of Poti and the 
village of Gaii, located inside 
breakaway Abkhazia. 

“Those who do not surrender 
their arms mil be destroyed," 
Mr. Shevardnadze warned this 
weekend, adding: “The state has 
tile forces at its disposal to do 
this.” 

Wfh did warm Abkhazia near- 
ly settled, the Georgian leader 
faced the prospect of yet more 
bloodshed from fighting with sup- 
porters of Mr. Gamsakhurtua 
who was ousted from power in 
January 1992 following a brief 
civil war. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who won 
victory in a general election last 
fall, has been embroiled in 
ruinous conflicts with pro- 
independence fighters in Abkha- 
zia and South Ossetia. 


Hanoi welcomes Clinton embargo decision 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam Tuesday 
welcomed President Bill Clin- 
ton’s decision to ease the U.S. 
economic embargo but said re- 
maining sanctions would keep 
U.S. companies on the sidelines. 

U.S. and Vietnamese business- 
men, who hoped Mr. Ointon 
would end the 29-year-old embar- 
go, were also disappointed by his 
decision only to let U.S. firms 
compete for development for 
contracts to be funded by multi- 
lateral bodies such as the World 
Bank. 

“1 welcome any relaxation of 
the embargo. It’s a step in the 
right direction,” one American 
executive in Hanoi said. “But it 


falls far short of what is needed, 
which is to get rid of the goddam 
thing.” 

The Foreign Ministry wel- 
comed Mr. Clinton's action as a 
measure towards easing the sanc- 
tion. 

“Nevertheless, it’s a pity that 
the United States still maintains 
its embargo policy against Viet- 
nam, which runs counter to the 
trend of international and region- 
al development and does not 
match progress in U.S.- 
Vietnamese cooperation on 
humanitarian questions,” it said 
in a statement. 

This remark referred to in- 
creased Vietnamese help for the 


U.S. drive to determine the fate 
of more than 2,000 servicemen 
still listed as missmg-ra-action 
(MIA) from the Vietnam War 
and U.S. help for Vietnam in 
accounting for its 300,000 MIAs. 

Vietnam pledged in the state- 
ment to continue to cooperate on 
the MIA question, the central 
issue for Mr. Clinton in any steps 
to establish normal relations. 

The Foreign Ministry said the 
U.S. embargo policy could not 
prevent Vietnam’s renovation 
and its expanding foreign rela- 
tions, in line with an open door 
and market economy policy de- 
cided by the country’s Commun- 
ist rulers in the late 1980s. 


Azerbaijan, Karabakh agree to summit 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Azerbaijan 
took a first step Tuesday towards 
recognising the demands of 
separatist Armenians in 
Nagorno-Karabakh by agreeing 
to hold a summit meeting with 
their leaders after nearly six years 
of war. 

Minutes before a ceasefire be- 
tween government forces, and 
separatists from the disputed en- 
clave was due to expire, the 
warring parties agreed to extend 
it until Oct. 5 and to hold a 
summit meeting “as soon as 
possible.” 

The agreement, reached in a 
closed-door meeting overnight, 
was seen by observers as confer- 
ring legitimacy on the separatist 
leaders of the Armenian majority 
in Nagorno-Karabakh, an en- 
clave in southwestern Azerbai- 
jan. 

Azerbaijan had in die past re- 
fused to deal with the Armenian 
authorities in Stepanakert. 

But in recent months the separ- 
atists have made significant ter- 
ritorial gains, taking control not 
only of the enclave but of a huge 
swath of land to the west and 
south, running up to the Iranian 
border. 

In April the Azeri army lost the 
region of Kelbadzhar which sepa- 
rated Nagorno-Karabakh from 
Armenia, then its regional head- 
quarters in Agdam just outside 
the- enclave to the east fell. Today 
most of southwestern Azerbaijan 
is in Armenian hands. 

The Armenian gains drew 
sharp warnings from Azerbaijan's 
neighbouring allies, Iran and Tur- 


key, that the conflict could spread 
throughout the region, and prod- 
ded Russia to intervene diploma- 
tically to halt the fighting. 

Faced with the military deba- 
cle, Azerbaijani leader Geidar 
Aliyev earlier this month prop- 
osed talks with the Nagorno- 
Karabakh authorities, leading 
ultimately to Tuesday's pre-dawn 
agreement. 

At 3:00 a.m. (2300 GMT) the 
deputy speaker of Azerbaijan’s 
parliament, Affiyatdin Dzhalilov, 
agreed to the idea of a summit 
with Nagorno-Karabakh leaders, 
to be held on neutral territory, 
perhaps Moscow. 

He also gave up demands for 
an unconditional withdrawal of 
the separatist forces from Azer- 
baijani territory outride the en- 
clave. 

In a joint communique, the two 
rides said they were “ready to 
overcome their mutual suspicion 
and together examine all ques- 
tions linked to a peaceful settle- 
ment to the Nagorno-Karabakh - 
problem.” 

For his part Arkadi Gukassian, 
the separatist enclave's “foreign 
minister,” agreed to “talk about 
withdrawing troops from the 
occupied territories and reestab- 
lishing communications." 

The “acting president" of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh assembly, 
Karen Baborian, was openly de- 
lighted at the development. 

“Azerbaijan has de facto rec- 
ognised Nagorno-Karabakh as 
one of the sides in the conflict," 
he told AFP by telephone. 

But the deputy leader of the 
Azerbaijani delegation in Mos- 


cow refused to speak of recogni- 
tion. 

“This is a first step towards 
meeting each other to stop the 
blood flowing. Nagorno- 
Karabakh’s future will be the 
subject of future negotiations,” 
he said, adding that “Nagorno- 
Karabakh remains a port of Azer- 
baijani territory.” 

More than 10,000 people have 
been killed and hundreds of 
thousands displaced during the 
conflict over the Armenian- 
dominated enclave within Azer- 
baijan. 

Mr. Baburian also showed a 
degree of scepticism about the 
summit agreement saying: “I am 
sure Azerbaijan needs this so that 
the next presidential elections on 
Oct. 3 wfl] go ahead as normal... 
only afterwards will we be able to 
say if we can really trust Azerbai- 
jan or not.” 

Under the agreement, the two 
sides pledged to puisne direct 
contacts sponsored by Russia a nd 
within the framework of talks 
brokered by the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE). 

Armenia, which has 
to keep its distance from the 
negotiations, also welcomed the 
“opening of invaluable bilateral 
contacts," presidential spokes- 
man Aram Ab ramian said. 

“TTiese negotiations may cre- 
ate an atmosphere in which the 
international community — the 
United Nations and CSCE — will 
be able to set up guarantees to 
ensue the peace process is irrev- 
ersible,” he added. . 


Jackson postpone* 
S. African tour 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) - 
U.S. pop superstar Michael Jack- 
son has postponed the South 
African leg of Ms Dangerous 
tour, the promoters said Tues- 
day. a st a t e ment from promoter 
Anat Singh said the superstars 
manager Jan Morey had said 
Jackson was unable to perform fa 
Johannesburg on the advertised 
dares of Sepc. 30 and Oct. 2. Mr, 
Singh said a new date for the two 
concerts was under discussion 
and he was “optimistic that ev- 
erything will be resolved and that 
Michael wifi come to Sooth Afri- 
ca for everyone to have the time 
of their lives.” Mr. Singh told a 
Johannesburg radio station that 
Jackson “wants to perform fa 
South Africa” and new dates 
could be set for November. He 
denied that the cancellation of 
the South African leg was con- 
nected with child abuse investiga- 
tion against Jackson fa the United 
States. 

2 cousins jailed 
for holdups 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — Two 
cousins who spent the summer of 
1990 robbing foreign tourists in 
southern France when they step- 
ped off at laybys on main high- 
ways have been jailed for a sepa- 
rate series of armed holdups. 
Manuel Navarro and his cousin 
Raymond, both 30, were given 
nine years and six years respec- 
tively by a court he;- e Monday for 
robbing a paintshop and a service 
station on the same day in August 
1990. Manuel got a a longer 
sentence for carrv5~ ( * out a 
second petrol station holdup by 
himself three days later in 
Marseille. The pair had already 
been sentenced, for six and three 
years respectively by an Aix-En- 
Provence court, for a series of 
robberies of drivers in the Nimes 
to Toulon region. 

10 arrested in 
Japan schoolgirl 
vice scandal 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese police 
broke up a vice ring that intro- 
duced clients to schoolgirl prosti- 
tutes, arresting 10 men, a police 
spokesman said Tuesday . Four 
men were taken in on suspicion of 
running “dating dubs” in Kawa- 
saki and Yokohama, west of 
Tokyo. They were accused of 
employing 63 teenage girls, 56 of 
them schoolgirls as young as 15. 
Police also arrested six customers 
for having sex and performing 
obscene acts with girts they knew 
to be minors. Police said dub 
managers advertised then- ser- 
vices in newspapers and through 
leaflets handed out on the streets. 
Around 1,300 men paid the 20,000 
yen ($188) dub entrance fee, and 
10,000 yen ($94) for each intro- 
duction. After meetings fa local 
cafes, customers paid roe girls up 
to 30,000 yen ($280) for sex ses- 
sions in short-stay “love hotels.” 
Mast of the girls said they were 
attracted to the work as a way of 
earning a lot of money in a short 
period of time, the police spokes- 
man said. 

Child with water 
pistol bests 
deadly cobra 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — A 
four-year-old boy uiuler attack 
from a deadly spitting cobra used 
his water pistol to chase the rep- 
tile away, the Star newspaper 
reported Monday. It said the 
toddler, Calvin Morse, fired his 
toy gun when he came face to 
face with the cobra at Krngston- 
vale farm near Nelspruit, in the 
eastern Transvaal. 'The snake, 
taken aback by the unconvention- 
al attack, slithered away and 
hid," the newspaper repotted — 
fait not before it spit a stream of 
its deadly venom at the child’s 
face. The boy was rushed to a 
hospital, where doctors said the 
fact he had been crying through- 
out the incident had helped flush 
out what kittle poison had pene- 
trated his eyes. 

Pinter donates 
manuscripts to 
British Library 

LONDON (AFP) — British play- 
wright Harold Pinter has decided 
to donate the manuscripts of his 
works for theatre and screen to 
the British Libraxy after turning 
down offers to sell them in the 
United States, the Observer re- 
ported. Among the works the 
62-year-old writer is to donate to 
the library are his play The Care- 
taker ana film works including 
adaptations of The French 
Lieutenant's Woman and The 
Servant. The newspaper said Pin- 
ter- had turned down offers of a 
mflhoo dollars for 650 boxes of 
manuscripts and unpublished 
works, including some poems 
written in his youth. The collec- 
tion was “among the finest mod- 
ern manuscripts we have received 
in recent years,” library D ire c tor 
Brian Lang said. But one play 
was not among the collection — 
Moonlight, Pinter’s first full- 
length work for more tfara a 
decade which opened here Iasi 
week. . . 
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Fair play, decorum mark London chess match 


LONDON (R) — Only devotees 
of tiie worla’s brainiest game 
would play to sit for hours in a 
basement theatre, peering at 
almost invisible pieces of wood 
and being scolded if they break a 
tomb-like silence. 

But for the hundreds of 
fanatics who come to London’s 
Savoy Theatre, little can rival the 
timll of seeing world champion 
Garry Kasparov of Russia duel 
his British challenger Nigel Short 
in the flesh. 

“Real chess players would 
watch a good game in an old tin 
shed or anywhere." said Keith 
Milner, a patriotic Short suppor- 
ter who nevertheless admitted he 
bet on Kasparov to fight off the 
Marathon 24-gmae challenge to 
his title. 

After three games, Kasparov 
leads the 24-game series 2-16 to 
16. He needs only a 12-12 tie to 
retain the crown and is heavy 
favourite to dispose of Short in 
quick order. 

Each time the world’s top chess 
masters at down to face each 
other, deathly silence fills the 
cavernous art deco theatre and 
lasts as long as the game, up to six 
hours a session. 

. Kasparov at tones , springs out 
of his office-style chair to stroll 
off behind the grey and white 
chequered stage to refuel on 
Swiss chocolate and mineral wa- 



Garry Kasparov (left) and Nigel Short (right) Hnri the World Chess Championship 


ter. Short sits, much more passive- 
ly in his heavy, throne-like wood 
and leather chair. 

Spectators axe warned not to 
lauch if grandmasters, who pro- 
vide commentary fed into person- 
al headphones, tell a Joke or two. 
Chuckling disturbed the players 
on the fust day. 

On the stage, the two com- 
batants slough, shuffle their feet, 
clasp their head in their hands or 
stared into space. 

But the vacant look is decep- 
tive and both men make some of 
their most crashing moves with- 
out even glancing at the che- 
quered board. 

Despite pel-match insults and 
the intense battle of wits between 
them, neither 28-year-old Short, 
nor Kasparov, two years older. 


resort to' tricks to prut each other 
off, expert observers say. 

“There may be some face- 
pulling but on foe whole chess 
players are courteous and these 
two are being very well be- 
haved," said U.S. chess cham- 
pion Patrick Wolff. 

Other experts said the atmos- 
phere in London — where Short 
is staging the first non-Russian 
challenge to foe title since Amer- 
ican Bobby Fischer 21 years ago 
— is a far cry from foe old days 
when chess was wrapped up in 
cold war politics. 

They fondly remember 1978 
when Soviet defector Viktor Kor- 
chnoi accused his compatriot 
Anatoly Karpov of using para- 
psychologists to bomban) him 
with d isru p tiv e thought waves. 


To retaliate, Korchnoi em- 
ployed an obscure religious sect 
to chant in his favour outside the 
Philippines venue. 

“It's ally very genteel in Eng- 
land compared with the Rus- 
sians," said one grandmaster. 

The 1.8 million pound ($2.8 
million) match, staged in de fianc e 
of the world chess body FIDE 
from which Short and Kasparov 
have broken away, is sponsored 
mainly by Britain’s Times news- 
paper. 

. Observers said the promoters 
were trying to replace the Cold 
War excitement which used to* 
surround the tournaments with 
cults of personality similar to 
those in other international 
sports. 


European soccer tries to shrug off clouds of scandal 

PARIS (AFP) — European football gets the chance to forget a 


summer of prolonged scandal when the continental cups marathon 
gets into ml] swing Wednesday. 

The banning of European Champions Cup Winners Otympique 
Marseille from this year’s tournament left a dark shadow over the 
achievements of the 128 clubs who win start in the Champions Cup 
and Cop-Winner’s and UEFA Cup.' 

_ The exclusion of Polish sides Legia Warsaw — also for match 
riggi ng — - and LKS Lodz Raf Riga for missing a preliminary game 
has farther tarnished soccer’s reputation. 

Monaco have reluctantly taken Marseille’s place in the Champions 
Cop. Bat they will have difficulties keeping up with favourites AC 
Milan, Barcelona, Manchester United, Glasgow Rangers and Wer- 
der Bremen. 

t r eading contenders are seeded. so they theoretically get an easy 
first round opponent. But Monaco cannot be sure of passing their 
first hurdle against AEK Athens. They will be without injured 
German striker Jurgen Klinsmann and Brazilian Luis Henrique, on 
World Cap duty, for the first leg in the principality. 

Spanish champions Barcelona have a difficult tnp to Dynamo Kiev, 
in -Ukraine, made worse by foe absence of Romano who scored a 
hat-trick in his side’s opening game of foe season. He is also on 
World Cup duty for Brazil. Barcelona were favourites last year but 
were beaten in the second round by. Dynamo Moscow. 

AC Milan, beaten by Marseille in last May’s European Cup final, 
should have no problem with Aaru of Switzerland. 

English leaders iManchestertUnited, who go to Kispest, honved of 
Hungary; have tanf injury ^doQftTfoVer .England winger- .Lee Sharpe. 
They have put Dion Dublin, : #ho moved up from the fiat division 
last season, on standby. .Bttt United should also .be confident. 

Glasgow Rangers, one of Europe's strongest teams last season,, 
have bit a form slump as they prepare to entertain'Levski Sofia of 
Bulgaria. But team captain Richard Gough is refusing to worry about 
the loss of five points from the first six matches of the Scottish season. . 

"We’re still not firing on all cylinders, but there is no way we are 
panicking,” said Gough. 

“We are still giving away sloppy goals and we must be a lot sharper 
Wednesday than we have been so far if we want to emulate’s last 
year's performance in Europe. 

“There is definitely a feeling of excitement about the start of a new 
European campaign. The lads all know that if we can get through two 
rounds tire champions league is waiting.” 

Werder Bremen play Dynamo Minsk Thursday while the other 
main contenders are Belgium’s Anderiecht who will be looking for 
goals against HJK Helsinki. 

Monaco coach Arsene Wenger thinks Paris Germain may have 
rejected a chance to play in the Champions Cup because they have 


sav y rain which has made the pitch at 
mg of a lottexy. “At least it will be the 
lal manager George Graham who will 


such an easy tie in the Cup Winner’s CUp a gainst Apoel of Nicosia. 

Paris are leading extenders for the Cup with holders Parma, and 
new Italian Cup Winner's Torino, double English Cup winners 
Arsenal, Real Madrid and Ajax Amsterdam. 

Paris should not suffer too much from absences caused by Brazil's 
crucial World Cup weekend. Parma and Torino go to Scandinavia 
but have easy games against Degerfors of Sweden and Liflestioem of 
Norway respectively. 

Arsenal are worried about heavy rain which has the 
D anish side Ob Odense somethin) 
same for both sides," said Arseni 
be without defenders Tony Adms and Lee Dixon. 

Real Madrid were booed off the field following their 3-1 weekend 
defeat to promoted Real Valladolid in the Spanish League. Club 
President Ramon Mendoza launched a veiled attack on coach Benito 
Floto that will worry him in the runup to Wednesday’s home game 
against modest Swiss ride Lugano. 

Ajax Amsterdam, pacesetters in the Dutch League, go to Hadjuk. 
Split, one of the stare of the old Yugoslav league but now an 
unknown quantity because of the strife that has hit the region. . 

Sixty-four teams start the UEFA Cnp making predictions impossi- 
ble in foe first round scramble, but Tuesday’s games indude German 
League leaders Eintracht F rank fo rt playing Dynamo Moscow, last 
season’s Russian entry in the Champions Cup. 

Funner Dutch champions PSV Emhoven also have a difficult 
match at SC Karlsruhe of Germany. 

On Wednesday the star games are Juventus of Italy a g^in^f 
Lokomotiv Moscow, Intemaaonale of Italy a gainst Rapid Bucharest 
and Bayern Munich’s visit to Twerrte Enschede of Holland. 

Juventus, Inter and Bayern are all great names of the 1970s and 80s 
looking to Europe’s third ranking trophy to give than new hope of 
success. 


Development Co. For Supplies Ltd. 

© BARQ SUPERMARKET 

^ Td. 664318, 665564, 675831 

Is pleased to announce the arrival ot American moquette at very 
competitive prices. Delivery and installation is also provided 
upon request, only at Barq and the American Products Ware- 
houso 

For further information, please contact Mr. Samar 
at above telephone. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

0982 Trtun* Mad* SarrtcH. Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4 AJ 1085 2 ?2 0KJ8 *K»5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Wert North East South 

3 9 DM Pass ? 

What do you bid now ? 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South, 
you bold: 

4Q76542 ^Jl04 OQS *A3 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

Q_3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

avoid CA2 010882 *AKQJ942 
The biding has proceeded: 

North East South 

Paw P»s» t. 

What is your -opening bKi : 

Q.4— Aa Sooth, vuberable. ypu 
hold: 


49 7K98763 
The bidding has 
West Nortjh 


0A86 *AQ7 


South 


Pose Part Pan 1 7 

Pass . 1 * 2* ? 

What action do you take? 

Q .5— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦QJ10 <?J74 07632 *AJ6 
The bidding has proceeded: - 
Wert North East Sooth 
17 DW Paw ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
yon bold: 

♦AKJ74 9AKJ6 0K85 *7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

.South West North East- 
1 * Paw 2 NT Paw 

9 

What do you bid now? 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2Vfe bathrooms, 
sitting room, dining and living room. 
Location: Uubeiha/next to Hiway Super- 
market. 

Tel.: 624058 


CHEF SEEKING POSITION 

First class chef with highest references. Diploma in French 
cuisine (France) and diploma in international plus Arabic 
cuisines, is seeking part/full time position with diplomatic 
mission or family. 

Tel.: 886138 


FOR RENT 

A 3-bedroom, spacious apartment (first floor). 
Furnished, semi-fumished or unfurnished), large, 
fitted kitchen, 2 full bathrooms, 2 verandas and 
telephone. 

Separate water, electricity and central heating. 
Location: Behind (west of) Marriott Hotel. 

Contact: Tel. 665972 Amman. 


DITTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE. 

Honda Accord LX, 

1986 full options. 

Excellent condition 

Call during office hours 691261/2 


A Furnished Flat In Jabal Amman 
For Rent 

WeW-fumished fiat, in a small quiet building, located 
in Jabal Amman, 6th Circle (Swetfieh). Consists of 
three bedrooms, salon, sitting room, veranda, a 
telephone, and separate heating. 

Contact tel.: 826803 


IAAF 
official 
attacks 
doping . 
allegations 

LONDON (R) — Top interna- 
tional athletics official Arne 
Ljungqvist hit out Tuesday at 
“uresponsible’’ people who have 
been swift to accuse China’s 
record-breaking women runners 
of dope-taking. 

“This is an extremely bad ex- 
ample of irresponsible behaviour 
from people who make such 
accusations, ” said Ljungqvist af- 
ter international cynicism greeted 
the four world records set in six 
days by China's Wang Jnnxia and 

Qn Yunxia. 

“This is possibly* the major 
tragedy of the introduction of 
doping in sport that it has 
poisoned the atmosphere in this 
way,” Ljungqvist, chairman of 
the International Amateur Athle- 
tic Federation (IAAF) medical 
committee said in a telephone 
interview. 

“Earlier on, such a perform- 
ance was applauded and re- 
warded and those who suceeded 
in this way became stare. Now 
they become' victims of suspicion 
of a very unpleasant type." 

American Lynn Jennings, fifth 
behind Wang in the 10,000 
metres in last month’s World 
Championships, and British team 
manager Joan Allison are among 
those who have gone on record as 
saying they believe the Chinese 
women use performance- 
enhancing drugs. 

“When athletes are not 
allowed to perform well without 
being subjected to suspicion I am 
extremely upset on behalf of 
them and on behalf of competi- 
tive spent in general,” Ljungqvist 
said from Stockholm. 
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BETAC AM SP SERV ICES 

* CAMERA + CREW 

* EDITING 

* SO UND STUD IO 
For details Pis. call 

Mustafa Abu Ati 
Tel. 634 688 



A1 Orthodosi’s Lara AJ Masri goes np for a layup as 
Al Jazireh’s Suhair Makcnsi and Rania A1 Dqjani 


try to prevent her attempt (photo by Abdadafa^ 
Ayyoub) 


Women’s Basketball Championship 

Jazireh upset Orthodoxi 65-58 


By Afeen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Basketball fans 
were treated to an exciting match 
Tuesday when Ai Jazireh scored 
a major 65-58 upset over title hol- 
ders Al Orthodoxi in the 4th 
match of the 1993 women’s bas- 
ketball championship. 

In the other match of the day, 
Al Ahli defeated Abu Nusair 
74-15 (41-6). 

Al Jazireh, who beat last year’s 
second placed Al Ahli 76-20 last 
week, seemed determined to end 
Al Orthodoxi's undisputed 4-year 
reign over foe championship. 

Al Orthodoxi had a wide lead 
of 15-4 at the start of the first 
half, making it seem that it jvould 
be a repeat of matches in ealier 
seasons when they would easily 
beat all teams by a margin of over 
30 points. 


DUTY FREE CARS 


1) Mercedes, dark blue, elect, 
windows + sunroof 

Price JD 13,000 

2) Volvo 740 GL. 1990 auto- 
matic. 

aircondition, elect, windows, 
red, price JD 10,000 

3) Daewoo Lemans, 1989, 
bordeaux 

metailic, 5 D + aircondition. 
Price $5,700 


Please call 823789 


Which came first 
true love or 

THE BIRTH STONE?! 

D AJANl 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 




HONOR ACCORD LK 1990 , CUSTOMS DUTY UNPAID If BEE ZONE! / FULL 
OPTIONS / HIR CONDITIONED / COLOR WHITE / IMPORTED FROM IRE 
U.S. , PRICE I fiBRH USD DO BEST OFFER . 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CRLL 6648T9 MB. S8MIR . 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath- 
rooms, modem kitchen, puest hall with dining room, 
colour T.V., telephone, central heating, garage, 
ground floor, with garden. 

Location: Abdoun, beside the Orthodox Club. No 
water problem. Quiet and safe residential area. 

Call tel.: 644100 all day. 



AL-ZAM1L 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality ail 
over the Middle East area. 

provided with: 

☆ Warranty for one year 

☆ After sale maintenance 

All types & sizes are available at: 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fax 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 


Al Jazireh’s head coach Fadi 
Sabbah however had other 
schemes to abort Ids counterpart, 
Murad Barakat’s plans. 

Al Orthodoxi ted 21-7 but they 
stopped scoring at that point, as 
Al Jazireh’s Suhair Makcusi put 
up a great effort to outscore the 
titlehoiders 13-0. Al Jazireh 
caught-np at 21-20 with five mi- 
nutes remaining. 

Tala Al Mauge, Makcusi and 
Jumana Salti rebounded and 
scored to give al Jazireh the lead 
at 27-22. 

Al Orthodoxi scored by Carol 
Seikaly and Lara Al Masn to win 
the first half 28-27. 

Al Orthodoxi’s Jihan Abdul 
Noor and Ghadah Qandah took 
their team’s lead to 34-27 at the 
beginning of the second half. 

,A1 Jazireh’s energetic playmak- 
er Hala Muheisen and foe team’s 
undisputed star Makcusi teamed 
up with newly-recruited Ran a Al 
Husseini to score 12 consecutive 
points and took foe lead 39-34. 

Al Jazireh maintained their 
lead as promising guards Salti and 
Al Mauge kept Al Orthodoxi 
trailing 47-41 and 52-43. 

With 8 minutes remaining Al 
Orthodoxi still trailed 5S-S2 with 


Abdul Noor scoring. 

Al Jazireh’s resolve never fal-" 
tered. They bad finished 4th after.' 
Homentmen, Ahli and Orthodoxi' 
in their first season in 1991. They; 
beat Homentmen to take third' 
place in 1992, but now they were, 
actually playing for first place and 
managing to defeat the titlehoF 
ders. 

Newly-wed Lara Al Masri-; 
sank -in a 3-pointer and added • 
two free throws as Al Orthodoxi ‘ 
trailed 60-57. - 1 

They foiled to convert a series - 
of turnovers as AI Jazireh again 
scored by Salti and Mukcusi to' 

end the match 65-58. • - 

An elated Sabbah did not have ' 
foe opportunity to give a post-' 
match statement with players and- 
fans congratulating him. - 1 : 

He could only comment: 
“What can I say. It is a dream 1 ' 
come true. Hom^ntmen’s abs^ 
ence is very much felt. We would" 
have preferred ■ their partidpa- 1 
don. Otherwise it is a great cham- 
pionship.” 

The teams next meet Friday J 
Sept. 17 when Al Jazireh play-*' 
Abu Nusair at 5 p.m. followed by 
foe Orthodoxi - Ahli clash at 6:307 
p.m. Both matches will be played « 
at Al Ahti’s court. 


STANDINGS 


Jazireh 

Orthodox! 

Ahfi 

Abu Nusair 


W 

2 

1 

1 


SF 

141 

136 

94 

30 


SA 

78 

80 

91 

152 


Pts 

4 

3 

3 

2 



ANNOUNCEMENT 
THE AMMAN RACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

The Amman Baccalaureate School announces. * 
that the fund raising dinner scheduled to be held 
at the Inter-Continental Hotel on Wednesday,^. 
September 15th 1993 has been postponed until. 
the evening of Wednesday November 24th 
1993. The drawing of the lottery will therefore 
also be postponed until the same date. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Located in Al Shmeisani, with modem and new. 
furniture. Consists of 3 bedrooms,, salon, dining : 
room, and big terrace, central heating, telephone, 
and garage available immediately. 

For more Information, please call: 

Tel. 681655 



Your birth stone is 

“PEACE” 
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Cinema 


TeL: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD 1 

PASSENGER 57 
CONCORD 2 
LAST ACTION HERO 

SHOWS: !2dD. 3:15. 6. 8:15. 10:15 


Guana 


Td.: 699238 


Add Imam 
in 


Wad Sayyed AI ShagHal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Sbows: 1230, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 


CSnemt TeL:.634144| 

MOlADHJPtUA 


Robert Bedford 
Demi Moore — in 

INDECENT PROPOSAL! 

• A special show for children at n a.m 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 

Problem Child 2 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Td.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Masbhii Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

• 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Ai Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:1.5 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabfl & Hisharffs Tel ” 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 


- Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
Conference 


4 * 
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J&aza, West Bank 

revelry continues 


Combiiied agency dispatches 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
ban 10,000 jubi- 


Strip — More than 

■ lant Palestinians packed a dusty 
, stadium here Tuesday for a 

triumphant pro- Arafat rally as 
tens of thousands more continued 
street celebrations across the 
occupied territories in support of 

■ the autonomy deak 

“We send you our regards, 
president,” a local leader of the 
main PLO faction Fateh said over 
a scratchy sound system to a roar 
from the flag-waving crowd. 

“The people are behind you, 
Abu Ammar,” added Diab A1 
Loh, using the nom de guerre of 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

“We thank you for making 
peace for the children, to put the 
smiles on their faces again,” he 
said from a platform draped with 
Palestinian nags and Arafat pic- 
tures. 

“We are here to say yes to 
peace, yes to freedom and yes to 
the agreement signed yesterday 
between the PLO and the Israeli 
. government,” he said. 

A band played the Palestinian 
. anthem “BQadi, Biladi" before a 
. swarm of mostly young men and 
boys swamped the stage, sending 

■ the musicians packing. 

- Manhala in camouflage uni- 
i forms tried desperately to keep 
. . the crowd at bay before the PLO 
organisers decided to cut short 
: the .programme. 

. People were told over louds- 
;peakeis to dear the stadium and 
: go -back to doing what they have 
-been doing since Monday — 
celebrating the signing of the 
historic agreement between Israel 
and- the PLO giving self-rule to 
; the .Gaza Strip and West Bank 
' .town of Jericho. 

-.^Outside the decrepit stadium, a 
gigantic street party which began 
here Monday afternoon showed 
up- signs of letting up. 

, Jcas of thousands of Gazans, 
ind tiding many who poured in 
from nearby villages and refugee 
. camps, milled about waving red, 
green, black and white Palesti- 
nians fla p and clutching Arafat 
pesters to the “Palestine” T- 
shirts. 

Israeli troops stood discreetly 
on rooftops, looking down on the 
celebrations of the immnent end 
to more than 25 years of Israeli 
rule over this dty of some 245,000 
people. 

Palestinians raced around the 
city in flag-draped cars, vans and 
• trucks, bonking horns and beat- 
mg drums. 

'* . Rasem A1 Bayari, who head 
die Gaza Trade Union Confed- 
eration, promised an even bigger 


celebration the day the last Israeli 
soldier leaves Gaza. 

“When they withdraw, you 
can’t imagine what it’ll be like,” 
he said. 

“Now we have to start building 
the foundation for our house. It 
means the European and Arab 
countries, even America, must 
give us help to build a base, an 
economy.” 

Talab A1 Sanaa, an Israeli 
Arab who sits in the Knesset, the 
Israeli parliament, expressed 
even loftier ambitions, “we want 
to make Gaza the Hong Kong of 
the Middle East,” be said. 

More than 30,000 pro- Arafat 
supporters also rallied in Nabuls 
.as Palestinians turned out in 
Ramallah, Bethlehem and other 
West Bank towns amid smaller 
protests were held against the 
deal. 

At Bir Zeit University on the 
West Bank 1,500 people pro- 
tested against the accord at a 
demonstration organised by the 
Popular Front for the liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP), and Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP). 

Dozens of blag flags and one 
giant Palestinian flag were raised 
by protestors who branded Mr. 
Ararat a “traitor” and a “col- 
laborator.” 

Among tiie speakers was Hus- 
sein Abu Kwaike, a member of 
the Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), who was repatriated 
sick from exile in Lebanon. 
“Yesterday (Monday) was a 
black, sad, mournful day,” be 
said. “Arafat has sold the Palesti- 
nian cause.” 

Abont 300 supporters of 
Hamas, which has denounced the 
agreement, connter- 
demonstrated in Nablus and 
some 250 opponents protested in 
Bethlehem. 

An estimated 35,000 people 
took part in a pro-accord parade 
from the centre of Nablus, home 
to more than 120,000 people, to a 
rally at the local soccer stadium. 

Nabuls is a stronghold of 
Fateh. But groups opposed 'to the 
accord also have a strong follow- 
ing there. 

The streets of Nablus were 
quiet Monday, when Palestinians 
in their thousands celebrated the 
peace deal late into the night m 
the rest of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

In Nablus Tuesday, dozens of 
young men dressed in paramilit- 
ary uniform led crowds through 
the streets. Young boys and gms 
released balloons. 

Youths draped a huge flag on a 
building used as any army 
observation post The flag co- 
vered four of the budding’s nine 
stories. 


World bails peace accord, 
but predicts hard way 


Cbmbiiied agency dispatches 


LONDON — After the emotion 
of the Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Orguiisalion (PLO) signing cere- 
mony at the White House, all 
players in the Middle East peace 
process were urged Tuesday to 
buckle down to the* task of turn- 
ing soaring hopes into hard real- 
ity. 

; The cad came from a broad 
rahge of government and press 
commentators following the cli- 
mactic handshake between Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat. 

■ ^After the handshake comes 
the bard work,” summed up the 
Times of London. 

' Belgian Foreign Minister Willy 
Claes, who attended the White 
House ceremony, said: “There 
are still difficulties, there are still 
challenges and one should not 
underestimate the possibilities of 
those who have sworn to sabot- 
age. this deal." 

One of bis country's newspap- 
ers, La Libre Belgique, added: 
“There has been so much suspi- 
cion and hatred for half a century 
..." that it would be naive to 
underestimate the risk of a rever- 
sal" of murderous provocation.” 

‘There’s a long way to go and a 
worrying degree of violence still 
on both sides,” echoed Austra- 
lian Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans. 

Many Palestinians oppose the 
peace deal because it gives them 
self-rule in the West Bank and 


Gaza Strip only for an interim 
tried of fi\ 


period of nve years and does not 
guarantee that this will lead to an 
^dependent state. 

But they were not invited to 
-White House. 

'The conservative Berlin-based 
daily ' Die Welt said v the accord 
ygh eti on Monday wa only a first 


r jbe mass demonstrations in 
Palestinian refugee camps yester- 
day, -at the same time as the 
ceremony in Washington, make 
cfr&r tire dimensions of the prob- 
lem'! a 

_ Many commentWK agreed 


Tuesday that Israel and the PLO 
need all the help they can get — 
particularly financial — to ensure 
that Monday’s handshake does 
not turn into an empty gesture. 

The New York Tunes said: 
“Further progress will require not 
only the good mil so obrious on 
the White House lawn but the 
continued encouragement — 
-moral, political and financial — 
of the West, particularly the Un- 
ited Stares.” 

Arab newspapers took varying 
views on the Israel-PLO peace 
accord — some for, _ others 
against, and one Kuwaiti daily 
mocking the Palestinian leader as 
“ Rabbi Arafat.” 

Official Syrian newspaper kept 
up thir campaign against “frag- 
mented, distorted, partial and un- 
ilateral solutions” but Without 
mentioning by name the PLO- 
Israeli accord. 

The Kuwaiti Al Anbaa daily 
ran an editorial headlined “Sha- 
lom Rabbi Arafat” which indi- 
cated continued dislike for the 
PLO leader because of his sup- 
port for Iraq during the Gulf 
crisis. 

Gulf newspapers were 
cautiously behind the agreement, 
emphasising the need for Palesti- 
nian unity and Arab cooperation 
if the peace process is to move 
beyond its initial stages. 

Iran denounced the pact as 
treason against the Palestinian 
revolution. 

Libyans rallied to denounce the 
peace agreement. 

Tehran Radio quoted Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani as 
saying in Tehran that the pad was 
"the biggest blow to the popular 
struggle against the regime 
occupying Jerusalem” — Israel. 

It quoted him as saying it was a 
"treacherous step'* against the 
Palestinian revolution. 

The Libyan news agency 
JANA said a rally was staged in 
the eastern dty or Benghazi Mon- 
day to denounce the signing of 
the peace agreement. The state- 
run agency raid the pact “is consi- 
dered to be an agreement of 
surrender and betrayal of glo- 
rious Arab history.” 



Thousands of Palestinians from the northern West 
wntifc area celebrate in Nablus the autonomy 


agreement signed in Washington between Israel 
and the PLO (AFP photo) 


Hizbollah 


protests 

agreement, 

Beirut 

killings 


through the streets to the Sfaabee- 
ddn Cei 


metery. 

mourners raised clen- 
ched fists and vowed, “your 
blood shall be avenged.” 

They shouted for toe deaths of 
the President Elias Hrawi and 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. 

Battle cries of "Allah Akbar," 
and chants of “Death to Amer- 
ica,” “Death to Israel” and 
“Down with Arafat” also rang 
out from the flag-waving proces- 
sion. 

Hizbollah leader Sheikh Has- 
san Nasrallah and Sheikh 
Mohammad Fadlallah, the 
i’s spiritual guide, led the 
' parade along with dozens 
of other senior, turban ed clerics. 

Sheikh Nasrallah delivered a 
fiery eulogy before the victims 
were lowered into their graves, 
raying “I accuse Rafik Hariri's 
government of trying to rekindle 
Lebanon's civil war." 

He demanded that the “execu- 
tioners of yesterday’s massacre be 
brought to trial.” 

“Death to Hariri!” “Death to 
Dallul!” tiie members screamed. 
Defence Minister Mobsen Dallul 
has defended the army action. 

Hie dash was the bloodiest 
involving the Lebanese army 
since the end of hte dvil war in 
1990. Apart from the deaths, 
more than 30 demonstrators were 
wounded. 


Agenda signing draws 


mixed street reaction 


By Suhair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — In an almost mirror 
image reaction to the Palestinian- 
Israeli agreement, Jordanians 
Tuesday expressed mixed feelings 
about tiie signing in Washington 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — More 
than 120,000 Muslim fun- 
damentalists took to the streets of 
Lebanon to vent their fury Tues- 
day at the Israeli-Palestine Li-; 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
peace deal ana the government. 

Mourners thronged through 
Beirut’s southern suburbs for tiie 
funeral of seven supporters of the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah, killed 
by the army the previous day 
during a protest against the 
Palestinian autonomy deal. 

The funeral tinned into a rally 
of more than 100,000 supporters 
of the shiite Muslims fun- 
damentalist movement. 

In the eastern town of Baalbek, 
another 20,000 angry Hizbollah 
supporters ransacked local gov- 
ernment offices, smashing down 
doors, breaking windows and rip- 
ping down a Lebanese flag. 

Eight Hizbollah supporters, in- 
cluding two women, were shot 
dead Monday when Lebanese 
army troops fired on demonstra- 
tor who defied a government 

deal, signed later the same ^ayin 
Washington. 

On Tuesday, in Beirut's fierce- 
ly pro-Hizboliah southern sub- 
urbs, shops kept their shutters 
down and black flam blew from 
buildings as Hizbollah officials 
led the funeral procession from a 
mosque to the cemetery. 

Women wearing Islamic cha- 
dors and bearded young men 
shouted anti-government and 
anti-U.S. slogans and branded 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat a 
“traitor." 

The seven bodies were wrap- 
ped in Hizbollah flags, bearing 
the inscription Alla and a picture 
of a Kalashnikov assault rifle to 
symbolise armed resistance to 
Israel. 

The army withdrew from the 
streets around the martyrs’ 
cemetery in the suburbs, where a 
military post was ransacked. 

Hizbollah said a woman died of 
her injuries overnight and was 
taken for burial in her home town 
in the eastern Bekka Valley, rais- 
ing an earlier death toll of seven. 

Hizbollah fields Lebanon’s 
strongest militia, with about 
3,000 fighters. It is most active in 
Southern Lebanon, where its 
fighters have sworn to continue 
guerrilla attacks on Israel’s self- 
styled “security zone” until the 
Jewish state withdraws its troops 
from Lebanese soO. 

Mourners Tuesday carried the 
corpses on their shoulders 


Tuesday of a peace agenda be- 


tween Jordan and Israel. 

Dr. Mustafa Hamameh, direc- 
tor of the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of Jor- 
dan, said: “To say either with or 
against with what is happening is 
a reduction and an over simpli- 
fication." 

“The Jordanians cannot afford 
to be parochial. They must took 
forward and try get a better deal 
for themselves. Enormous chal- 
lenges lie ahead,” Dr. Hamameh 
said. 

He added: “The Arabs at this 
moment in history had to choose 
either to go with the order set up 
as a result of World War I or 
Andalusiya (emptying of the 
land).” 

“The Palestinian population in 
Jordan must not be put in a 
position to choose between being 
Jordanian or Palestinian because 
they can be both,” he said. 
However, I think that (PLO 
Chairman Yasser) Arafat_ should 
have coordinated more with Jor- 
dan. 


Hyfa Rabadi, a public libraries 
supervisor, expressed her joy 
over peace being finally achieved 
in the region, saying “peace is 
good for all, everybody loves 
peace.” 

Amal Kur’an, a housewife, ex- 
pressed “shock” and “anger" at 
what is happening. “All our life 
we considered the Jews as the 
enemies of Arabs and Muslims. 


We cannot become friends with 
the Jews even if peace is estab- 
lished because there is too much 
hatred in our hearts.” 

She added: “This is an Islamic 
ranw* and I believe that no true 
Muslim would agree with what is 
taking place. Jerusalem is for 
Muslims and will not be won bade 
except by jihad (holy war) as it 
says in tiie Holy Koran.” 

A university student who 
wanted to be identified only by 
his first name, Ibrahim, was dis- 
xnissive of the event and said: 
“This is all nonsense and I don’t 
believe in anything of what is 
being staged lately.’' 

I jamfo Mahm oud, a housewife, 
described the event as a “black 
day in Arab history ... as if the 
signing of the Palestinian-Israeli 
agreement Monday was not 
enough-” 

Miousa D abbas, an employee at 
the Jordan Cooperative Orga- 
nisation, said: “We are with 
peace, but I cannot say that I am 
with or against this agreement 
because the details are yet un- 
dear, but at the same time we 
hope that it would be in the 
interest of this country and tiie 
whole Arab World." 

Ibtisam Haddadin, a Royal 
Jordanian employee, welcomed 
the agreement and expressed 
hope that an end is in sight to the 
decades-old Middle East conflict. 
“Who hates peace? It is die most 
beautiful thing. It means stability 
for every citizen, prevents blood- 
shed,” she said. 

Many others contacted by the 
Jordan Times were unaware of 
the signing of the agenda and 
others preferred not to comment 
because of the “lack of the agen- 
da details.” 


Deri wants plebiscite on 
peace; Israelis muted 


Combined agency dispatcbes 


TEL AVTV — Shas party leader 
Aryefa Deri, who has resigned as 
interior minister over fraud 
charges, called Tuesday for a 
national referendum on the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy agree- 
ment. 

“A referendum must be held 
on November 3, the same day as 
the municipal elections. It’s the 
only way to know if the popula- 
tion is ready to take risks for 
autonomy,” Mr. Deri told Israel 
radio. 

"If (the government) wins, the 
right and the settlers will no 
longer be able to daim that the 
agreement was made without 
majority support.” 

Shas, which has six seats in 
parliament, has yet to decide 
whether to quit Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's coalition leaving 
it without a majority. 

Without Shas support Mr. 
Rabin can rely on five Arab and 
communist MPs for a majority of 
one in the 120-seat Knesset to 
ratify the Palestinian autonomy 
accord, something be is loath to 
do. 

Mr. Rabin, who is to meet Shas 
spiritual leader Rabbi Yossef 
Ovadia in the coming day, has 
not ruled out a referendum if he 
does not have a majority of Jew- 
ish deputies. 

Israel has never held a referen- 
dum. 

The leader of the Israeli 
opposition, Benyamin Netany- 
ahu, branded die peace accord a 
’.‘historic blunder.” 

By signing the agreement, the 
Israeli government had conferred 
on PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
“teh status of a head of state 
although he has never honoured 
his promises in the past,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

“The leader of the right-wing 
Likud alliance said the accord 
was a “historic blunder” which 
“opens the way to the creation of 
a Palestinian state.” 

Former Prime Minister Yft- 
znak Shamir said the accord was 
no cause for celebration. 


“The signing ceremony in 
Washington does nothing at all 
for peace in Isreal. There is no 
reason to rejoice,” said Mr. Sha- 
mir, Mr. Netanyahu's predeces- 
sor as leader of the Likud. 

Referring to the four Israelis 
killed Sunday by militants of the 
fundamentalist Hamas group, 
Mr. Shamir said the deaths 
showed that Mr. Rabin’s govern- 
ment was making a mistake as 
“the PLO is not the strongest 
organisation in the Arab World.” 

“The PLO does not have the 
ability to impose its will in the 
(occupied) territories,” Mr. Sha- 
mir added. 

While Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories exulted Monday 
over the signing of the autonomy 
agreement in Washington, the 
landmark event received a surpri- 
singly low-key response among 
Israelis. 

“We want peace but at the 
same time I'm scared by what’s 
happening,” said Esther Kahana, 
46, who runs a bakery in down- 
town Jerusalem. 

“I'm feeling both hope and fear 
and maybe that’s what preventing 
me from getting out and express- 
ing myself,” she said. 

Life went on as usual even 
during the ceremony in Washing- 
ton during which Mr. Rabin and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat ex- 
changed a handshake unthink- 
able just days ago. 

The pacifist group Peace Now 
managed to attract fewer than 
200 supporters to a rally in a 
downtown Jerusalem park while 
only a dozen or so right-wing 
activists showed up for a counter- 
demonstration across the road. 

At the Sheme&h restaurant on 
Ben Yehuda street, the dozen 
customers cast only occasional 
glances at a television tuned to a 
live broadcast of the White 
House ceremony. 

Deling U.S. President Bill 
Clinton’s speech and ahead of the 
inking of the documents, several 
customers got up, paid their bills 
and left. 

“I've mulled over what it is that 
Tm feeling,” said Ami Ben An, 
45, “And it's total emptiness, no 
emotion.” 


Jordan asks Israel for 
compensation for refugees 


By Jane Arraf 
Reuter 


AMMAN — Jordan said Tuesday 
it was asking Israel to compensate 
it directly for absorbing a wave of 
Palestinian refugees who have 
been in the Kingdom since fleeing 
the 1948 war with Israel. 

“Of course, we have to ask for 
this,” Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al MajaU said when asked 
whether Jordan was seeking 
direct co m pens a tion. 

“We suffered. We have to be 
compensated for ft.” 

He declined to put a figure on 
how much Jordan was seeking. 

Dr. MajaH’s comments were 
the most direct yet that Jordan 
was pressing Israel not just for 
compensation to the 1.1 million 
registered refugees who were 
forced from their homes but to 
the Kingdom itself for absorbing 
them. 

Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) signed 
an agreement on Monday for 
finrited Palestinian self-rule which 
appears likely to result in the 
repatriation of at least some of 
the refugees who fled the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war and compensa- 
tion for the earlier victims. 

U.N. Resolution 237 calls for 
refugees from 1967 to be allowed 
to return to their homes. 

Officials said Tuesday the fate 
of Palestinian refugees was likely 
to be the main issue in negotia- 
tions between Jordan and Israel, 


which Monday initiated a nego- 
tiating agenda detailing the ele- 
ments of a peace agreement. 

“There are problems that can 
be sorted out in the short ran and 
others that have to be sorted out 
in the long run. I chink the biggest 
problem £ going to be the issue of 
displaced persons and refugees,” 
Jawad Al Anani, a senior cabinet 
member and peace negotiator, 
told Reuters. 

Dr. Anani, minister of stole for 
p rime ministry affairs, said Am- 
man was co n ce rned that a flood 
of money pouring in from foreign 
donors to the new Palestinian 
government next door could cre- 
ate an economic imbalance in 
Jordan. 


Palestinians form a majority of 
Jordan’s population. 

“Being a sovereign state ami 
Palestinians who live here have 
been accorded Jordanian 
citizenship in many cases it does 
not mean that Jordan should bear 
the responsibilities alone,” he 
said. 


Officials have said Jordan 
spends about $300 million a year 
from its own budget cm Palesti- 
nian refugees, many of whom are 
cared for by United Nations 
agencies. 

They do not, however, detail 
the economic benefits of the 
Palestinians, who have consider- 
able savings and form the core of 
the Kingdom’s business commun- 
ity. 


U.S. denies reports of 
‘secret’ annex to accord 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A senior U.S. offi- 
cial Tuesday denied reports that 
Israel and the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) had 
reached secret agreements 
beyond the peace accord on par- 
tial Palestinian autonomy in the 
occupied territories. 

“You should look at what has 
been signed, believe in what has 
been signed,” said Edward 
Djerejian, U.S. assistant secret- 
ary of state for Near Eastern, 
affairs. “I would dismiss such 


Mr. Djerejian, speaking to re- 
porters from Syria. Jordan, Leba- 
non, Israel and Jerusalem via 
satellite, reiterated Washington's 
backing of the 22-montb-dd Mid- 
dle East peace process. ' 

He described tiie PLO-Israel 
peace accord as a “major bmkling 
block: towards a comprehensive 
peace settlement Id the Middle 
East.” 

Mr- Djerejian pointed out that 
peace in the Middle East was one 
of die priorities in the U.S. fore- 


ign policy, which be said was 
aril 


rumours. 

Mr. Djerejian was referring to 
underground leaflets circulated in 
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria which 
said that the. Israel-PLO accord 
bad a secret annex to ft known 
only to Israel, "tiie PLO, the. 
Americans and the Norwegian 
mediators. 

The leaflets said that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat aban- 
doned sovereignty over Jeru- 
salem and that he will order an 
immediate end to the nearly six- 
year-old Palestinian revolt 
against Israel's occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The leaflets also said the PLO 
chairman compromised on the 
right of compensation for Palesti- 
nians displaced by the 1948 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

It was not known who was 
publishing the leaflets, which 
asserted that the annex was a 
three-page document. 

In a press conference on Tues- 
day, Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali described the secret annex 
as “nonsense." 

Israel and the PLO on Monday 
signed a landmark peace plan, 
which foresees the Jewish state’s 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Gaza Strip and West Bank town 
of Jericho in six months. 


iven by both interest and 

values. 

“It is very important for us to 
achieve a viable and enduring 
peace,” he said. "The U.S. is 
prepared to play its role in help- 
ing tiie parties restrive their dif- 
ferences in whatever way we can 
do.” 

He said that the resolution of 
the 45-year-old Arab-Israeli con- 
flict would proride stability for 
tiie region and soda! justice to its 
people. 

“It is not only a question of 
bringing material peace to the 
region in military and security 
terms but to give the countries of 
the region die opportunity to 
address social injustice. 

* ‘To be able to bring to date 
people of the Middle East the 
benefits of education, employ- 
ment in an environment of peace. 
This is what drives us to pursue 
peace in the region,” he added. 

The interview with Mr. Djere- 
iian in Washington was arranged 
by Worldnet, the United States 
Information Service’s television 


arm. 


in the program- 
me, Beta at the American Centre 


attached to the U.S. embassy in 
Amman, were Dr. Assad Abdul 
Rahman, a political commenta- 
tor, Mureed Hamad of Jordan 
Television and Abdullah Hassa- 
nat of the Jordan Times. 



Embassy of UAE bombed in Moscow 


MOSCOW (AP) — An explosion damaged the Moscow embassy 
of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), injuring two of its workers, 
hours before the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel signed a peace agreement in Washington. Russian newspap- 
ers speculated Tuesday that Monday’s blast may have been an act 
protesting the agreement, which the UAE has supported. Russia’s 
security ministry, successor to the KGB, said tne explosion was 
under investigation and the motive was uncertain. There was no 
claim of responsibility. A ministry spokesman, Sergei Bogdanov, 
told the Associated Press the bomb contained 400 to 500 grams of 
TNT and caused “considerable damage” to the 
southwest Moscow. 
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Moroccan hijacker gets 20 years in jail 


RABAT (R) — A Moroccan who tried to hijack an airliner to 
Libya in May last year was jailed for 20 years by a 
criminal court, newspapers reported Tuesday. The opposition 
dailies L’Opmion and Al Bayane said the man, identified only by 
the name Mohammad, had threatened to blow up the plane with a 
remote-controlled bomb if the pilot did not take nim to Libya. The 
pilot of the Royal Air Maroc airliner, on its way from Geneva to 
Casablanca, told him he had to land first in Malaga, Spain, to 
refuel, but m fact landed at night in Casablanca where the suspect 
was arrested by police. The would-be hijacker was put aboard the 
plane by Swiss authorities who had expelled him after enterins the 
country illegally. 


Turkey says 7 Western tourists freed 


ANKARA (R) — Seven Western touristy kidnapped by Kurdish 
rebels last month were released in eastern Turkey on Tuesday a 
Turkish foreign ministry official said. ‘Two Italians, two Swiss, two 
Geimans and one New Zealander were released near Dogubeyazit 
on Tuesday and are being debriefed by Turkish authorities," tiie 
official said. “Arrangements will be made for their return to Hwfr 
homes as soon as possible,” be said, but gave no details. 



Clinton hosts 
dinner for former 
presidents 


Freefalafel if 
you say ‘peace’ 
in Arabic 


being offered to news reporters 

“ho hr J “ 


who had stopped by to check out 
the local peace offering. No 
Palestinians had shown up, but 
Mizrachi was expec tin g a big day 
Tuesday as word got out. T am 
ready for this. I made a tot.” 


Mother Teresa 
hospitalised 
with fever 


CALCUTTA (AP) — Mother 
Teresa was admitted to a hospital 
after she developed a -fever and 
her personal physicians want tiie 
83-year-old nun to undergo a 
thorough medical checkup, a top 
hospital official said Tuesday. 
“She is fine, there is no thin g to 
worry," said A.K. Chattenee. 
Erector of the B.N. Biria Heart 
Research Centre m the western 
™stnct of Calcutta. "I spent 45 
minutes with her this morning, 
she is normal,” he said. “Howev- 
er, in view of her past ailments, 
we want her to undergo thorough 
medical checkups," Dr. Cbatter- 
jee said. Mother Teresa was 
admitted at 10 a.m. (0430 Ghfn 
Monday. She had told her aides 
not to tell reporters because she 

feels embarrassed by the publicity 

she arts, a hospital official said on 
condition of anonymity. The Ro- 
man Catholic nun won the 1979 
Nobel Peace Prize for helping the 
world s poorest and mostdesti- 
tute people. She has been honri- 
tahsed three times this yearand 
jrasjreated for malaria in New 
Delhi last month. “Since Mother 
to " 1 developed mdnn m 
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New Delhi, we want to make sure 
mat it does not recur,” one of.tbe 
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doaors treating her m Calcutta 
said. 






WASHINGTON (R) — Pres- 
dent BHl Ointon Monday sight 
toasted “peace, progress and 
pro s pe rit y" to cap a historic day 
in which the PLO ud bnd 
signed a landmark peace agree- 
ment. The president and his wife' 
Hillary hosted a small dinner 
party to celebrate the peace 
agreement and to honour three 
former occupants of the While 
House — former President) 
George Bush, Gerald Ford and 
Jimmy Carter — and their con-, 
tributtons to the Middle East 
peace effort. Mr. Clinton thank- 
ed the former presidents mad 
some former secretaries- of stare - 
for their past efforts on MkUki 
East peace. He also told the 
former presidents he looked for- 
ward to their participation in a 
cere m o n y Tuesday rooming at 
winch Mr. Ointon will sign two- 
side agreements dealing with, 
labour and environmental issues 
under the North American Free- 
Trade Agreement. “In tins room, 
we represent both political par- 
ties, and I think it’s fair to say, a 
fairly wide array of views about 
public events,” Mr. Clinton said. 
“But we do have this in com moo: 
We agree that the United States 
must continue to exert its lead- 
ership if there is to be hope in this 
world of taking advantage of tiie 
end of the cold war The 
dinner was a small affair. Plans 
were scaled back after the Israelis 
informed the White House they 
would depart Monday evening to 

at^ine^^e 1 ^! guestsinduded 
former U.S. Secretaries of States 
James Baker, George Shultz and 
Cyrus Vance, members of Con- 
gress and members of Mr. Clin* 
ton’s cabinet. Betty Ford and 
Rosalynn Carter joined their hus- 
bands at tiie dinner. Barbara' 
Bush was not present. 
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OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — The 
accord between Israel and the 
PLO is giving many food for 
thought. But here At the Holy 
Land Restaurant, it’s also inspir- 
ing food for free. Israeli re*- ' 
taurant owner Haya Mizrachi is * 
offering complimentary faiafri 
sandwiches to ail Palestinians 
who stop by her snail Oakland 
cafe Monday through Wednes- 
day. To get the free falafel cus- 
tomers have to say “peace” in 
Arabic. Mizrachi, who emigrated 
to the United States about six 
years ago, said the freebie is ter 
way of celebrating the historic 
agreement promising self-rule for 
Palestinians, a step towards peace 
in the Middle East. “I am so 
excited ...hoping this wfll work 
out,” she said. “I am a very small 
person and tins is all I can give.” - „ 
The 54-year-old Mizrachi said she : ” ■ 
got to know Palestinians as- a •'* 
police woman al a woman’s jail 
near Tel Aviv for 10 years. She 
hopes the agreement means “no 
more mothers will have to lose 
their sons and no more women 
will have to lose their husbands." 

The free lunch was aimed at 
Palestinians, but qualifications 
weren’t too rigid. By midday 
Monday, the gratis grab was 







